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OFFICERS,  1917-1918 


President 

Hon.  William  K.  Coffin  ....  Eau  Claire 


Vice  Presidents 


Hon.  John  Luchsinger 
Hon.  B.  F.  McMillan 
Most  Reverend  S.  G.  Messmer 
Hon.  William  J.  Starr 
Hon.  John  B.  Winslow  . 


Monroe 
McMillan 
Milwaukee 
Eau  Claire 
Madison 


Superintendent 


M.   M.  QUAIFE 


^Padison 


Treasurer 

Hon.  Lucien  S.  Hanks     .....  Madison 


Curators,  Ex  Officio 

Hon.  Emanuel  L.  Philipp  .         .         .         .  Governor 

]iON.  Merlin  Hull  .....  Secretary  of  State 

Hon.  Henry  Johnson       .  .  *       .  .  .  Treasurer 


(Term  expires 

Thomas  E.  Brittingham,  Esq. 
Henry  C.  Campbell,  Esq. 
William  K.  Coffin,  M.  S. 
Richard  T.  Ely,  LL.  D. 
Lucien  S.  Hanks,  Esq. 
KiLS  P.  Haugen,  LL.  B. 


ors,  Elective 

annual  meeting  is  1918) 

Col.  Hiram  Hayes 
Rev.  Patrick  B.  Knox 
Maj.  Frank  W.  Oakley 
Arthur  L.  Sanborn,  LL.  B. 
E.  Ray  Stevens,  LL.  B. 
William  W.  WigiiTj  M.  A. 
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Officers  of  the  Society.  1917-18 


(Term,  expires  at  anuual  meeting  1919) 

Victor  Coffin,  Ph.  D.  Bkxjamix  F.  jMcIMillan,  Esq. 

Lucius  C.  Colmax,  B.  A.  Willia.m  A.  P.  Mokkis,  B.  A. 

Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  M.  A.  Samuel  M.  Pedkick,  LL.  B. 

Carl  K.  Fish,  Ph.  D.  Eden  D.  Piekce,  D. 

Louis  F.  Frank,  I\r.  D.    •  Korert  G.  Sieuecker,  LL.  B. 

Hjalmar  R,  Holand,  M.  A.  AVilliam  J.  Starr,  LL.  B. 

(Term  expires  at  annual  meeting  1920) 

Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  LL.  D.  TnIost  Rev.  S.  G.  Messmer 

Charles  N.  Brown,  LL.  B.  Barton  L,  Parker,  LL.  B. 

Harry  E.  Cole,  Ph.  B.  John  F>.  Parkinson,  M.  A. 

Frederic  K.  Conover,  LL.  B.  Frederic  L.  Paxson,  Ph.  D. 

J.  II.  A.  Lacher,  Esq.  AVilliam  A.  Scott,  LL.  D. 

John  Luchsinger,  Esq.  Edward  B.  Steensland,  Esq. 

Executive  Committee 

The  thirty-six  Curators,  tlie  Superintendent,  the  Governor,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  State  Tjeasurer  (forty  in  all)  constitute  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Standing-  Committees  (of  Executive  Committee) 

Library — Ivnox  (eliairman),  Brown,  Dudgeon,  Sanborn,  and  Superintend- 
ent (ex  officio). 

Art  Gallery  and  ^luscum — Scott  (chairman),  Conover,  Cole,  Oakley,  and 
Superintendent  (ex  officio). 

Printing  and  P-ublications — Fish  (chairman),  Paxson,  Wight,  Stevens,  and 
Superintendent  (ex  oflicio). 

Finance — Morris  (eliairman),  Steensland,  W.  K.  Coffin,  and  Brittingham. 

Advisory  (ex.  officio) — Knox,  Scott,  Fish,  Moms,  and  the  Superintendent. 

Special  Committees  (of  the  Society) 

Relatiqns  with  State  Unii-ersily — Quaife  (chainnan),  Ilaugen,  and  Siebecker. 
Archives — Fish  (chairman),  Brandenbuig,  Steensland,  and  Superintendent. 


L8] 


THE  LIBRARY  STAFF 


Superintendent 
M.  M.  QuAiFE,  Ph.  D. 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Annif>  Amelia  Nunns,  B.  A. 

In  charge  of  divisions 
(In  order  of  seniority  of  service) 


Mary  Stuart  Foster,  B.  L. 
IvA  Alice  Welsm,  B.  L. 
Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  Ph.  D. 
Charles  Edward  Browx 
Lillian  Jane  Beecroft,  B.  L. 
Mabel  Clare  Wears,  M.  A. 
Anna  Wells  Evans 
Marjory  Gertrude  Park,  B.  A. 


Reference 

Catalogue 

lle.ieorch 

Museum 

Newspaper 

Mannscript 

Public  Docuyncnt 

Ojder 


Assistants 


(In  order  of  senio 

Edna  Couper  Adams,  B.  L. 
Eleanore  Eunice  Lotfirop,  B.  A 
Robert  Em:\iet  Berican  . 
Esther  DeBoos,  B.  A. 
Pauline  Merry  Buell,  B.  A. 
Ella  Viola  Kvan  . 
Fek'Ne  Lina  (^ongdon,  B.  A. 
Caroline  Margaret  Lewis,  B.  A 
Theron  Adelbert  Brown 
Mary  Margaret  Farley,  B.  A. 
Mabel  Beatrice  Swerig,  B.  X. 
Ruth  Pauline  JIayward,  B.  A. 
Genevieve  DE^riNo,  B.  A. 
Ruth  Roberts,  B.  A. 
Frances  S.  C.  James,  M.  A. 
Gaige  Roberts 
Marguerite  Jenison,  B.  A. 


ty  of  service) 


Reference 

S uperintc n de nt's  Secretary 

Ma nuscrip t  Kepa ir 

Reference 

Reference 

Document 

Manuscript 

Reference 

Document 

Office 

Reference 

Catalogue 

Order 

Museum 

Catalogue 

Newspaper 

Editorial 
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The  Library  Staff 


Caretakers 
(Under  State  civil  service  law) 

Magnus  Nelson      ....  .Head  Janitor  and  Mechanic 

Irving   Robson,   Martin   Lyons,   Walter  G. 

Post         ....  .        '  Assistant  Janitors 

Bennie  Butts         ....  Office  Messenger 

Wallace  Fusch      ....  Night  Watchman 

TiLLiE  GuNKEL        .  .  .  .  Housekeeper 

Barbara  Brisbois,  Gertrude  Nelson,  Alice  Jen- 
EWEiN,  Bertha  Schwoegler,  Emma  Zehn- 
PFENNIG  Housemaids 

Charles  Miller      ....  Elevator  Attendant 

Lillian  Jenewein,  Ida  Steffen,  Thomas  Good- 
night, Arm  AND  Quick    .  .  .  Cloak  Room  Attendants 

Library  Hours 

General  Library — Daily,  except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  holidays,  and  University 
vacations:  7 :45  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M. 
Saturdays :  7 :45  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 

Holidays  and  University  vacations:  as  per  special  announcement. 
Departmental  Libraries  : 

Manuscript,  and  Newspaper  Divisions—  Daily,  with  above  exceptions :  9 
A.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 

Public  Document  Division — Same  hours  as  the  general  library  except  that 
the  closing  hour  during  the  summer  session  of  the  University  is  6  P.  M. 
Museum — Daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays:  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
Sundays,  holidays,  and  evenings:  as  per  special  announcement. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SIXTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL 

MEETING^ 


The  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Wisconsin  was  held  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of 
Thursday,  October  25,  1917.  The  sessions  began  with  a  lunch- 
eon at  the  University  Club,  tendered  by  the  Society  to  its  mem- 
bers and  invited  guests,  at  12:15  o'clock.  About  eighty  per- 
sons were  in  attendance.  In  connection  with  it,  five-minute  ad- 
dresses were  given  by  Father  Patrick  B.  Knox,  Madison,  who 
presided  in  the  absence  of  the  president  and  the  several  vice 
presidents,  on  *^Why  We  Are  Here'';  by  Professor  Carl  R. 
Fish,  Madison,  on  the  *  *  Functions  and  Work  of  tlie  State  His- 
torical Society";  by  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Waukesha,  on  '^A^^ly  Be- 
long to  the  State  Historical  Society." 

At  1 :45  P.  M.  in  the  staff  room  of  tlie  State  Historical  Li- 
brary building,  the  conference  of  local  historical  societies  of  the 
state  was  convened.  Ten-minute  addresses  were  given  as  fol- 
lows: M.  M.  Quaife,  Madison,  '^A  Survey  of  the  Situation"; 
Charles  B.  Simonds,  Milwaukee,  ^^The  Work  of  the  Waukesha 
County  Society";  John  W.  Oliver,  Madison,  ^^The  Work  of  the 
Local  Historical  Societies  of  Indiana";  H.  E.  Cole  of  Bara- 
boo,    Suggestions  for  Improvement." 

At  three  o'clock  the  regular  business  session  of  the  Society 
convened  in  tlie  Library  staff  room.  It  was  followed  by  the 
regular  annual  meeting  of  tlie  executive  committee.  Immedi- 
ately upon  adjournment  of  tlie  latter,  the  executive  commit- 
tee convened  in  accordance  ^^ith  a  call  previously  sent  out  to 
the  curators  by  the  Superintendent.    An  open  session  of  the 


*  The  report  of  the  proceedings  here  published  is  condensed  from  the  official 
Ms.  records  of  the  society. 
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Society  A\'as  h(4d  in  tlie  cveiiiiig  in  tlio  iiiiiseiim  assoiiibly  room 
at  wliicli  time  tlie  aiimial  address  before  the  Society  \vas  de- 
livered hy  Professor  Carl  E.  Fisli  on  the  subject  ''The  Fron- 
tier, a  "World  Problem." 

BUSINESS  SESSION 

In  the  absence  of  the  president  and  vice  presidents  of  the 
Society  (Mr.  l^nch singer  came  in  dnring  the  meeting)  Rev.  P. 
B.  Knox,  chairman  of  the  advisory  coimnittee,  took  the  chair, 
at  three  o'clock. 

Present:  Messrs.  Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  Oscar  D.  Brandenburg,  Charles 
E.  Buell,  Harry  E.  Cole,  Frederic  K.  Conover,  Carl  R.  B^ish,  Albert  S.  Flint, 
Lucien  S.  Hanks,  Nils  P.  Haugen.  Clarence  S.  Hean,  Harry  C.  Hengel,  Hjal- 
mar  R.  Holand,  Burr  W.  Jones,  Patrick  B.  Knox,  Edvrard  Kremers,  J.  H.  A. 
Lacher,  Stanley  E.  Ijathrop,  Publius  V.  Lawson',  John  Luchsinger,  William 
A,  P.  Morris,  Frank  W.  Oakley,  John  B.  Parkinson,  William  A.  Scott.  Charles 
S.  Sheldon,  Edward  B.  Steensland,  and  William  W.  Wight. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  aimual  meeting  having  been 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  nn^mbers  of  the  Society,  their 
reading  A\'as  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Burr  AV.  Jones  stated  tliat  he  Avould  be  unable  to  be 
present  during  tlie  eutii'e  session  and  asked  permission,  there- 
fore, to  lay  before  the  Society,  a  statement  concerning  the  be- 
quest to  it  made  by  the  late  Genevieve  Mills  of  Madison.  He 
stated  that  the  terms  of  the  Avill  of  Miss  Mills  required  that 
there  should  be  an  acceptance  of  its  provisions  by  the  Society 
A\dthin  a  year  after  the  death  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Helen  E.  Mills. 
By  the  terms  of  the  former's  will,  the  Society  is  bequeathed 
lier  one-half  interest  in  the  family  homestead  in  ]\fadison. 
Having  In-iefly  ex])lained  the  situation,  Mr.  Jones  recom- 
mended tliat  the  curators,  at  their  executive  meeting,  take  suit- 
able action  concerning  it. 

Mr.  Jones  then  ])r()ceeded  to  call  attention  to  tlie  fact  that 
since  the  last  Imsiness  session  of  tlie  Society,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers and  curators,  John  A.  Aylward  of  jMadison,  had  died.  A 
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short  statement  coiiceriiiiig  Mr.  Aylward's  career  was  read  by 
Mr.  Jones  as  follo^vs: 

John  A.  Aylward,  long  a  member  of  this  Society  and  one  of  its  curators, 
died  November  13,  1916.  Born  of  humble  parentage  at  Black  Earth,  Wiscon- 
sin, March  16,  1861,  he  was  a  fine  example  of  an  American  self-made  man. 
After  graduating  from  high  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  entirely 
self-dependent,  and  by  working  in  the  summer  with  his  father  on  the  section 
and  teaching  district  school  in  the  winter,  he  obtained  funds  to  enable  him 
to  attend  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

He  graduated  from  the  modern  classical  course  in  1884,  after  having  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  president  of  his  class  and  his  literary  society.  During 
his  career  as  a  student  he  won  the  sophomore  semi-public  debate  and  was  a 
a  member  of  the  champion  debating  team  of  1883,  at  the  time,  the  highest 
literary  honor  in  the  University. 

After  teaching  successfully  for  five  years  as  principal  of  high  schools,  he 
graduated  from  the  University  Law  School  in  1890,  entering  at  once  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  Bashford,  O'Connor  &  Polleys, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  a  year  later. 

For  fifteen  years  of  his  practice  3>Ir.  Aylward  was  city  attorney  of  Madison. 
In  May,  1913',  he  was  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict of  Wisconsin.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  of 
the  state  and  twice  its  candidate  for  governor. 

A  resolution  of  regard  and  s\anpat]iy  was  then  uiiaiiiniously 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  Mr.  John  A.  Aylward,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  was  for  many  years 
a  loyal,  active  member  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  and  a 
member  of  its  official  board;  and 

Whereas,  He  was  stricken  by  the  inexorable  hand  of  Death  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved.  That  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin 
deeply  deplores  his  untimely  death,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Society  be  instructed  to  com- 
numicate  this  expression  of  sympathy  to  the  members  of  the  bereaved  family 
of  the  departed. 

It  was  moved  by  ^Ir.  Buell  that  the  report  and  resolution 
concerning  Mr.  Ayhvard  be  entered  on  tlie  minutes  of  the  So- 
ciety.   Unanimously  adopted. 

Official  Reports 

The  8upei'intend(Mit,  on  Ix'lialf  of  the  executive  committee, 
submitted  its  annual  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
and  ordei-ed  placed  on  file.    (See  posf^  21  for  text.) 
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Chairman  Morris  of  the  committee  on  finance  then  presented 
a  report  of  the  committee  approving  the  report  of  Treasurer 
L.  S.  Hanks  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1917.  The  report  was 
adopted.    (See  post,  50  for  text.) 

Mr.  Morris  presented,  also,  a  supplementary  statement  with 
reference  to  the  salary  paid  the  treasurer  of  the  Society.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Morris  the  matter  thus  presented  to  the  attention 
of  the  Society  was  referred  to  the  advisory  committee  with 
power  to  take  such  action  tliereon  as  it  may  deem  suitable.  The 
statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Morris  follows : 

To  THE  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  : 

Supplemental  to  the  usual  report  of  the  finance  committee  I  submit  the  fol- 
lowing- : 

At  the  time  Mr.  L.  S.  Hanks  was  made  the  treasurer  of  the  Society,  which 
was  seventeen  years  since,  the  total  fimds  of  the  Society  amounted  to 
$35,979.16.  Since  that  time  the  assets  have  increased  to  the  present  sum  of 
$114,473.88.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Hanks  assumed  the  duties  of  treasurer,  the 
only  funds  were  the  General  and  Binding,  the  Antiquarian,  and  the  Draper 
funds.  Since  then  there  have  been  added  the  Mary  Adams  Art,  the  Anna 
R.  Sheldon  Memorial,  the  Special  Book,  the  Hollister  Phai*maceutical,  the 
Emily  House,  and  the  Reuben  G.  Thwaites  funds,  increasing  materially  thereby 
the  complication  of  bookkeeping. 

The  total  net  amount  of  interest  received  upon  all  of  these  funds  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917  is  $5,882.30,  an  excess  of  five  per  cent  interest 
upon  the  whole  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  increase  in  interest 
during  the  year  added  to  the  capital  is  in  excess  of  $3,000. 

The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
as  of  July  1,  1917  shows  investments  amounting  to  the  principal  sura  of 
$105,300,  and  such  sum  was  invested  in  notes  and  mortgages  and  in  corporate 
bonds.  Interest  has  been  paid  with  great  promptness  and  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  administration  of  the  funds  by  the  treasurer  there  have  been  no 
foreclosures  and  no  material  delay's  in  the  prompt  payment  of  interest. 

The  work  and  responsibility  connected  with  the  administration  of  these  funds 
has  been  veiy  considerable  and  has  acquired  and  has  received  gi-eat  care  and 
judgment  on  the  part  of  the  treasurer  and  all  for  the  nominal  and  inadequate 
compensation  of  $150  per  year,  this  sum  of  $150  not  having  been  increased 
since  the  date  of  ^tr.  Hank's  first  appointment  as  treasurer,  seventeen  years 
since. 

Dated  October  25,  1917  [Signed]    W.  A.  P.  Morris, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee. 
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Mr.  P.  V.  Lawson  introduced  the  question  of  the  geographi- 
cal distribution  of  the  members  of  the  Society's  official  board, 
stating  a  belief  that  the  Society  Avould  profit  by  a  smaller  Mad- 
ison representation  upon  the  official  board,  together  mth  a 
proportionately  greater  representation  throughout  the  state. 
Much  discussion  ensued,  several  motions  being  proposed  which 
failed  for  lack  of  a  second  or  were  ruled  out  of  order  by  the 
chairman.  Father  Knox  stated  on  behalf  of  the  advisory  com- 
mittee that  this  committee  had  given  much  thouglit  during  tlie 
year  to  the  question  of  a  more  suitable  mode  of  procedure  tlian 
that  hitherto  in  effect  for  the  nomination  of  the  officers  of  the 
Society,  as  a  result  of  which  the  committee  had  decided  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Society  a  list  of  nominees  for  the  offices  to  be  filled, 
said  list  to  be  submitted  as  bearing  the  reconnnendation  of  the 
committee  for  such  action  as  the  Society  might  see  fit  to  take 
thereon.  In  place  of  the  twelve  curators  whose  terms  expire  at 
the  present  meeting,  the  advisory  committee  recommended  the 
election  of  the  following  for  the  three-year  term  euding  ^yith 
the  annual  meeting  of  1920:  Messrs.  Rasmus  B.  Anderson, 
Charles  N.  Brown,  Harry  E.  Cole,  Frederic  K.  Conover,  J.  H. 
A.  Lacher ;  John  Luchsinger,  Sebastian  G.  Messmer,  Barton  L. 
Parker,  John  B.  Parkinson,  Fi'ederic  L.  Paxson,  AYilliam  A. 
Scott,  and  Edward  B.  Steensland. 

Mr.^  Lawson  placed  in  nomination  for  the  curators  a  list  of 
twelve  names  which  he  had  prepared.  On  motion,  the  following 
men,  being  the  list  recommended  by  the  advisory  committee, 
were  elected  curators  for  the  ensuing  three-year  term:  Messrs. 
Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  Charles  N.  Brown,  Harr}"  E.  Cole,  Fred- 
eric K.  Conover,  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  John  Luchsinger,  Sebastian 
G.  Messmer,  Barton  L.  Parker,  John  B.  Parkinson,  Frederic 
L.  Paxson,  William  A.  Scott,  and  Edward  B.  Steensland. 

Mr.  Lawson  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ax)pointed  by 
the  chair  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  plan  for  securing  a 
uniform  geographical  distribution  of  the  board  of  curators 
throughout  the  state.  Unanimously  adopted.  The  chairman 
announced  that  appointments  to  the  committee  would  be  made 
by  him  at  some  later  time. 
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Keport  of  Auxiliary  Societies 

Annual  reports  were  received  from  the  Society's  several  aux- 
IKary  societies  and  they  were  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceed- 
ings.   (See  post,  54  for  text.) 

No  further  business  appearing,  on  motion  the  business  ses- 
sion of  the  Society  stood  adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  was  called  to 
order  by  Chairman  Knox,  immediately  succeeding  the  session 
of  the  business  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Present.  Messrs.  Harry  E.  Cole,  Frederic  K.  Conover,  Lucien  S.  Hanks, 
Kils  P.  Haiigen,  Hjalmar  Pi.  Holand,  Patrick  B.  Ivnox,  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  John 
Lucbsinger,  William  A.  P.  :MoiTis,  John  B.  Parkinson,  William  A.  Scott,  and 
William  W.  Wight. 

Advisory  Committee 

Father  Knox,  chairman  of  the  advisory  committee,  reported 
orally  concerning  its  activities  during  the  year.  His  report 
showed  that  several  meetings  had  been  held  and  that  a  wide 
range  of  questions  had  been  under  discussion,  including  such 
matters  as  the  budget,  repairs  to  building,  procedure  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  etc.  The  report  as  presented  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Committee  on  Arcliives 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  tlie  archives  committee 
(Professor  Fish)  the  Superintendent  reported  that  no  meeting 
had  been  held  during  the  year,  but  tliat  important  work  had 
been  undertaken  nevertheless;  Mr.  Blegen  of  Milwaukee  had 
spent  the  summer  investigating  the  arcliival  situation  in  Wis- 
consin and  had  submitted  a  thoroughgoing  report  on  the  sub- 
ject; the  committee  had  not  taken  action  upon  it  as  yet,  but 
there  was  little  question  that  it  would  in  due  time  order  the 
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report  printed.  The  report  thus  submitted  was  accepted  by 
the  Society  and  the  committee  continued. 

The  matter  of  the  National  Highways  Association,  reported 
a  year  ago  to  the  advisory  committee  for  action,  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Superintendent.  -He  stated  that  the  subject  under 
consideration  had  been  duly  presented  to  tlie  Assembly  commit- 
tee on  state  affairs,  of  the  recent  legislature,  w^iich  had  listened 
with  much  apparent  interest  to  the  presentation,  but  tliat  no 
action  had  resulted  therefrom.  The  report  was  accepted  and 
the  advisory  committee  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  matter. 

Election  of  New  Members 

The  Superintendent  presented  to  the  executive  committee  a 
list  of  those  who  during  the  year  had  signified  their  desire  to 
become  members  of  the  State  Historical  Society.  On  motion, 
the  names  of  those  thus  submitted  were  unanimously  elected 
to  membership.  The  respective  lists  of  life  and  annual  mem- 
bers thus  elected  are  as  follows : 

Life 

Louisville,  Ky. — R.  C.  Ballard  Thurston. 

Madison — Mrs.  Lucius  Fairchild,  Chester  Lloyd-Jones,  D.  W.  Mead,  T.  R. 
Hefty,  B.  J.  Halligan,  Stanley  C.  Hanks,  William  H.  Collins,  and  Joseph  M. 
Boyd. 

Milwaukee — Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Marshall,  Clarence  R.  Falk. 
Neenah — John  Strange. 
Sparta — Agnes  R.  Hill. 
Superior — John  S.  Roeseler. 

Annual 

Appleton — J,  S.  Reeve. 
Baraboo — J.  T.  Durward. 
Beloit— C.  D.  Rosa. 

Chicago,  111. — George  Manierre,  E.  P.  Farley. 

Cornell — H.  L.  Tinker. 

Detroit,  Mich. — L.  S.  Kemnitz. 

Green  Bay — Earl  Murray. 

Holcombe — R.  C.  Rodecker. 

Holden,  Mo. — 0.  G.  Boisseau. 
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Madison— H.  H.  Ratcliff,  A.  T.  Rogers,  M.  C.  Riley,  J.  S.  Main,  C.  H. 
Crownhart,  C.  B.  Lester,  Mary  Oakley,  F.  A.  Ogg.  W.  H.  Faust,  F.  M.  Crow- 
ley, W.  T.  Evjue. 

Milwaukee — Charles  D.  Simonds. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — Ruth  Thompson.- 

Port  Washington — A.  D.  Rolens. 

Rosalia,  Wash. — L.  A.  Quaife. 

Stevens  Point — M.  M.  Ames. 

Trempealeau — A.  A.  Gibbs. 

Washington,  D.  C.--A.  T.  Leith. 

Waterloo — E.  P.  Winkelman. 
-  White  Earth,  Minn. — P.  B.  Gordon. 

The  situation  with  reference  to  the  Burrows  estate  was  ex- 
plained to  the  Society  by  the  Superintendent.  He  stated  that 
Mr.  Burr  Jones  had  been  engaged  by  him  with  the  laiowledge 
and  approval  of  the  advisory  committee  to  act  as  the  Society's 
attorney  for  the  protection  of  its  interests  in  the  premises.  In 
order  to  obviate  all  possibility  of  question  arising  as  to  Mr. 
Jones's  authority  thus  to  represent  the  Society  in  the  capacity 
of  attorney,  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, was  unanimously  voted  b}"  the  executive  committee : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Superintendent  and  the  advisory  commit- 
tee in  taking  steps  for  the  determination  of  the  rights,  duties,  and  privileges 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  under  the  will  of  George  B.  Burrows  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

After  the  announcement  by  tlie  chairman  that  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  executive  committee  vdiich  had  been  called  for  this 
day  would  convene  immediately  after  adjournment  of  the  reg- 
ular business  meeting,  the  session  stood  adjourned. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Cliairman  Knox. 

Present:  Messrs.  Scott,  Cole,  Hanks,  Lacber,  I^Iorris,  Knox,  Parkinson, 
Steensland,  Holand,  ?Iaugen,  Conover,  Wight  and  Luchsinger. 

The  chairman  stated  the  ])urpose  of  the  meeting  to  be  the 
consideration  of  the  Genovi(ive  Mills  bequest  to  the  Society. 
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Considerable  discussion  ensued  concerning  the  proper  course 
to  take  in  tlie  premises.  Mr.  Morris  raised  the  question 
whether  the  special  meeting  had  been  called  in  due  legal  form, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  notices  for  it,  sent  out  by  the  Su- 
perintendent, had  been  enclosed  with  the  call  for  the  annual 
meeting  without  having  been  separately  signed.  He  advised 
that  no  action  be  taken  at  this  time,  but  that  the  connnittee  ad- 
journ with  the  understanding  that  a  special  meeting  would  be 
called  later  to  consider  the  subject.  After  considerable  discus- 
sion, participated  in  by  Mr.  Luchsinger,  Professor  Scott,  and 
others,  it  was  moved  and  unanimously  carried,  tliat  action  vdth. 
reference  to  the  Mills  bequest  be  postponed  to  a  future  meeting 
of  the  executive  connnittee,  the  call  for  which  should  be  issued 
in  accordance  with  due  legal  procedure.  No  further  business 
appearing,  on  motion  the  meeting  stood  adjourned. 


OPEN  SESSION 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  an  attendance  which  com- 
fortably iilled  the  Society  auditorium  on  the  fourth  floor,  Carl 
Fish,  curator  of  the  Society  and  professor  of  American  his- 
tory in  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  delivered  the  annual  ad- 
dress before  the  Society  on  the  subject,  ^^The  Frontier,  a 
World  Problem.''^ 

Following  the  address,  punch  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Library  staff,  and  an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  social  inter- 
course and  for  viewing  the  collections  on  display  in  the  mu- 
seum. 

In  introducing  the  speaker  of  the  evening  Vice  President 
Luchsinger  submitted  tlie  following  remarks : 

Members  of  the  State  Historical  Socikty,  Ladies  and  GEXTLE:\tEN: 

In  the  absence  of  your  president  it  devolves  upon  me  to  present  to  you  the 
speaker  who  will  now  address  you.  The  title  of  his  subject,  Frontier,  does 
not  In  itself  promise  a  wide  range,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  much  thought 


'The  address  is  nrinted  in  the  Wisconsin  Magazine  of  History  for  Decem- 
ber,  1917.  "  ,  -  A  i 
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and  research  -will  be  brought  to  your  notice,  especially  as  applied  to  existing 
conditions  in  this  and  other  countries. 

These  surely  are  history-making  times.  At  no  period  of  this  world's  ex- 
istence since  people  could  make  records  of  events,  has  the  spirit  of  conquest 
and  defense  been  aroused  so  universally,  the  strife  between  hereditary  ruler- 
ship  and  government  by  the  people  been  so  deadly  as  in  the  three  years  just 
gone  by  of  the  war  in  Europe,  which  from  an  apparently  unimportant  begin- 
ning in  a  corner  of  the  Austrian  border  now  has  involved  all  of  civilized 
Europe  and  North  America  not  of  the  Latin  race. 

History  does  not  record  another  like  instance  of  war  where  the  destruction 
of  human  life  has  been  so  great  and  the  waste  of  the  fruits  of  industry  and 
peace  have  been  so  wanton  and  unparalleled.  If  great  wars  like  great  storms 
purify  as  well  as  destroy,  this  one  should  leave  the  world  swept  clean  of  op- 
pression and  tyranny  for  all  time.  Let  us  hope  that  as  one  good  result  of 
this  war  of  waste  and  destruction  peoples  and  nations  will  be  united  in  con- 
demning the  murder  of  thousands  by  other  thousands  as  it  now  condemns 
and  punishes  the  murder  of  one  man  by  another. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  when  we  meet  again  a  year  from  now  our  own  coun- 
try will  have  done  its  part  to  achieve  peace  with  honor,  and  will  have  done 
its  part  to  establish  and  maintain  some  great  authority  competent  and  wise 
to  hear,  and  with  influence  powerful  to  settle  disputes  between  nations  as  be- 
tween individuals.  To  that  end  every  man  and  woman  in  this  land  should 
give  their  best  thought  and  influence,  for  by  that  we  form  what  is  termed 
public  opinion,  which,  when  roused  to  action,  whether  it  be  in  the  new  or  old 
world,  carries  all  before  it. 

But  now  let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  the  speaker  of  the  even- 
ing, Professor  Fish,  who  will  address  you. 
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I     FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

State  Appropriations 

The  year  under  review  being  the  concluding  year  of  the  bien- 
nium  for  which  legislative  appropriations  are  made,  the  income 
of  the  Society  from  the  state  was  the  same  as  for  the  preceding 
year,  a  total  of  $58,980.  Of  this  snm  $50,000  was  granted  un- 
der subsection  1  (of  section  172.28  of  the  statutes)  for  admin- 
istrative and  operating  expenses;  $780  was  given  under  sub- 
section 3  for  property  repairs  and  upkeep;  and  $8,200  under 
subsection  4  for  books,  furniture,  and  permanent  accessions. 

The  following  statement  summarizes  the  operations  mth  re- 
spect to  these  several  funds,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1917 : 

Subsection  1 
Receipts 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1916  .  .  $7,349.38 
State  appropriations  for  year  ending  June  30,  1917  .  .  .  50,000.00 
From  University  of  Wisconsin,  balance  due  on  joint  account       .  2,887.09 


Total  $60,236.47 

Disbursements 

Salaries   $42,219.62 

Services   411.80 

Supplies                                                      .       .  2,339.31 

Travel            .        .       .        .        .       .        .       .  524.09 

Printing  and  illustrations            ....  2,654.78 

Binding   440.17 

Repairs   21.21 

Books   2,258.43 

Freight  and  drayage   125.05 

Express          .   229.69 

Insurance                                                           .  3,196.70 

Postage   682.76- 


$55,103.61 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1917       .       .  5,132.86 
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SlTBSECTIOX  3 


Receipts 


Unexpended  balance  for  year  ending  July  1,  1917 
State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1917 


$529.12 
780.00 


$1,309.12 


DlSBrRSE.AEENTS 


Property  repairs 


1,309.12 


SUBSECTIOJT  4 


Receipts 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1917       .       .       .  $8,200.00 

Disbursements 

Books,  periodicals,  furniture,  and  Museum 

exhibits   $6,190.90 

Binding    2.009.10  8,200.00 


It  mil  be  noted  that,  as  usual  heretofore,  the  two  smaller 
appropriations  (under  subsections  3  and  4)  were  entirely  used 
by  the  Society,  Avhile  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  there  re- 
mained to  the  credit  of  the  large  appropriation  for  ojDeration 
a  balance  of  $5,132.86.  This  balance,  however,  was  partly  a 
matter  of  bookkeeping  methods  in  the  state  treasurer's  office, 
since'properly  chargeable  a.^-ainst  it  were  a  number  of  bills  for 
books  and  for  printing  and  binding,  incurred  for  work  ordered 
during  the  year  which  had  not  been  completed  by  July  1,  1917. 

The  outstanding  fact  in  the  Society's  fmancial  situation  for 
the  year  was  the  ])iennial  session  of  tlie  legislature  with  the 
consequent  passing  of  a  nevr  appropriation  bill  for  the  support 
of  the  Society  during  the  biennium  beginning  July  1,  1917.  It 
is  gratifying  to  record  in  this  connection  tliat  the  amount 
granted  annually  for  operation  was  set  at  $52,000,  an  increase 
of  $2,000  over  the  sum  accorded  the  Society  for  this  purpose 
during  the  preceding  l)ierniium.    The  two  smaller  appropria- 
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lions  (under  subsections  3  and  4)  were  continued  at  $780  a'/id 
$8,200  respectively;  tlms  the  total  annual  income  granted  for 
the  Society  by  the  legislature  for  the  biennium  now  current  is 
$G0,9S0.  In  fixing  this  amount,  however,  the  legislature  took 
account  of  the  $5,132.86  balance  with  which  the  Society  began 
the  new  biennium.  Dividing  this  sum  between  the  two  years 
of  the  biennium,  it  is  seen  that  the  total  annual  support  avail- 
able from  the  state  for  the  period  is  $63,546.43. 

From  one  point  of  view  the  Society  may  Avell  congratulate 
itself  that  the  legislators  of  Wisconsin  regard  its  work  highly 
enough  to  devote  to  its  annual  upkeep  such  a  sum  of  money 
raised  by  the  taxpayers.  The  needs  of  the  Society,  however, 
are  relative,  not  absolute.  It  Avould  be  vain  to  suppose  that 
the  economic  upheaval  of  recent  years  has  exempted  it  from 
the  financial  pains  and  troubles  which  have  been  visited  thereby 
upon  individuals  and  institutions  generally.  The  salaries 
paid  to  the  Society's  workers  have  always  been  notably  mod- 
est; the  recent  economic  revolution  has  had  the  effect  of  ren- 
dering them,  for  the  present  at  least,  painfully  so.  For  the  cur- 
rent year  the  governing  board  of  the  Society  has  provided 
some  relief  by  granting  modest  salary  increases  in  a  consider- 
able number  of  cases.  It  is  but  reasonable  to  expect  that  a 
further  adjustment  of  salaries  must  be  made  before  long. 

The  matter  of  salaries  is  subject  to  the  control,  in  the  main, 
of  the  Society's  governing  board.  ,  In  the  matter  of  supplies  of 
various  kinds,  books  and  periodicals  for  the  library,  and  in 
short  practically  everything  (salaries  aside)  for  which  the  So- 
ciety spends  its  income,  no  such  control  exists.  If  a  mndow 
pane  mmst  be  replaced  or  a  supply  of  soap  is  needed,  there  can 
be  no  choice  but  to  pay  the  current  market  price  therefor.  The 
cost  of  heating  the  library  building  has  practically  doubled 
within  two  years'  time.  Evidently  if  the  current  economic  re- 
adjustment is  to  continue  indefinitely,  the  income  of  the  So- 
ciety must  either  be  increased  or  its  activities  be  curtailed. 
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Private  Funds 

For  an  account  of  tlie  origin  and  purpose  of  the  several  per- 
manent private  funds  of  the  Society  reference  is  made  to  re- 
cent annual  re]3orts  or  to  tlie  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
Society.  The  condition  of  the  several  funds  at  the  close  of  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1917,  together  with  a  comparison  with  the 
condition  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  may  be  seen 
in  the  tabular  statement  wliich  follows : 


Fund 

1915-16 

Increase 

1916-17 

General  and  Binding 

$40,054.21 

$1,965.99 

$42,020.20 

Antiquarian 

20.834.78 

2,076.82 

22,911.60 

Draper 

12,945.22 

750.48 

13,695.70 

Adams  .... 

5,649.28 

297.28 

5,946.56 

Sheldon 

1,810.08 

99.50 

1,909.58 

Hollister 

13.993.36 

974.04 

14,967.40 

Thwaites 

■  .  10,552.31 

582.16 

11,134.47 

House  .... 

544.94 

27.72 

572.66 

Special  Book  . 

1,215.71 

1,215.71 

Thwaites  Portrait  . 

100.00 

100.00 

Total 

$107,699.89 

$6,773.99 

$114,473.88 

With  respect  to  this  showing  several  observations  are  in  or- 
der. To  begin  at  the  end  of  the  list,  the  Thwaites  Portrait 
Fund  represents  a  mere  matter  of  bookkeeping.  The  Society 
should  direct  its  treasurer  to  dispose  of  this  fund  by  returning 
the  $100  to  the  General  and  Binding  Fund,  from  which  the  def- 
icit in  the  popular  subscription  for  the  i:)ortrait  Avas  originally 
taken.  The  Special  Book  Fund  and  the  House  Fund  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  permanent  funds  of 
the  Society.  The  money  was  given  in  each  case  for  the  reali- 
zation of  a  particular  object,  the  consummation  of  Avhicli  (and 
therewith  the  spending  of  the  fund)  only  awaits  tlie  occurrence 
of  a  suitable  opportunity. 

Of  the  $6,773.99  increase  in  the  Society's  fund-s  during  tlie 
year,  all  but  $212.75  (realized  from  the  Hollister  estate)  came 
from  interest,  membership  dues,  and  the  sale  of  duplicates. 
The  year's  addition  to  the  funds  from  these  normal  sources  of 
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income  is  the  largest  in  recent  years,  if  not  indeed,  the  largest 
in  the  Society's  history.  Probably  it  is  larger  than  will  again 
be  A\itnessed  for  some  time  to  come,  since  plans  are  under  way 
which  contemi3late  the  spending  of  the  larger  portion  of  the  ex- 
pected income  from  the.  Thwaites  and  General  and  Binding 
funds. 

By  the  will  of  George  B.  Burrows,  who  died  at  Madison  in 
1909,  his  residuary  estate  was  left,  subject  to  certain  contingen- 
cies, to  the  State  Historical  Society.  His  only  surviving  heir, 
George  T.  Burrows,  died  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  October, 
1916.  The  only  other  person  "financially  interested  in  the  es- 
tate, which  was  left  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  is  the  A\ddow  of 
George  T.  Burrows,  who  is  to  receive  an  annuity  of  $2,000  dur- 
ing life  or  until  remarriage.  The  question  has  now  arisen  as 
to  whether  the  trusteeship  should  terminate  and  the  Society 
come  into  possession  of  the  property,  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
continuance  of  the  mdow's  annuity,  or  Avhether  the  estate 
should  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  until  the  death  or 
remarriage  of  Mrs.  Burrows.  Proper  legal  jjrocedure  has 
been  instituted  looking  to  the  securing  of  an  authoritative  con- 
struction of  the  ^yilh  However  the  question  may  be  deter- 
mined, it  seems  e^ddent  that  a  considerable  period  of  time  must 
elapse  before  the  Society  will  actually  obtain  possession  of  the 
estate. 

Another  of  the  year's  developments  fmds  proper  record  at 
this  place.  Near  the  close  of  1916  occurred  the  death  of  Miss 
Genevieve  Mills,  of  Madison,  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Maria 
Mills,  pioneer  residents  of  Madison  and  Wisconsin.  By  the 
terms  of  Miss  Mills's  will,  her  half  interest  in  the  parental 
liomestead  at  the  corner  of  Wilson  Street  and  Monona  Avenue, 
Madison,  is  bequeathed  to  the  Society,  */as  a  tribute  to  the  loy- 
alty of  my  mother  Maria  L.  Mills  and  my  father  Simeon  Mills 
toward  the  State  and  the  State  Historical  Society  they  loved 
arid  helped  to  found."  The  sum  realized  from  tlie  property  is 
to  constitute  a  perpetual  fund  to  be  kno^\m  as  ^4he  ]\raria  L. 
and  Simeon  ]\Iills  Editorial  Fund";  tlie  proceeds  of  this  fund 
are  to  be  devoted  to  the  editing  of  materials  for  middle-west- 
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ern  history,  preferably  for  that  of  Wisconsin  itself.  The  pres- 
ent value  of  the  gift  is  supposed  to  be  upAvards  of  $25,000. 
How  soon  it  will  become  available  to  the  Society  is  still  uncer- 
tain. 

II     THE  LIBKAKY 

The  Staff 

A  considerable  number  of  changes  in  the  library  and  care- 
takers' staffs  have  occurred  during  the  year.  Of  our  small 
group  of  workers  eligible  for  military  service  two  have  already 
volunteered,  Theron  Brown  of  the  document  division  and  Lyell 
Deaner  of  the  newspaper  division.  The  place  of  the  former  has 
not  yet  been  filled ;  that  of  the  latter  has  been  taken  by  Gaige 
Eoberts,  of  Madison.  Pauline  Buell  and  Mabel  Swerig,  both 
efficient  workers  in  the  reference  di^dsion,  resigned  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  the  one  to  enter  upon  the  vocation  of  matrimony, 
the  other  to  pursue  a  course  of  professional  study  at  Pratt  In- 
stitute. Lydia  M.  Brauer  of  the  editorial  staff  was  compelled 
by  illness  to  resign  her  position  in  January,  1917.  The  leave 
of  absence  granted  to  Anna  Jacobsen  a  year  ago  was  made  per- 
manent by  her  resignation  in  Jime.  Ora  1.  Smith,  chief  of  the 
order  department,  Eleanore  E.  Lothrop,  superintendent's  sec- 
retary, Mary  Farley,  office  assistant,  and  Alice  A^^iitney,  of  the 
museum  staff,  resigned  at  different  times  during  the  year  to 
accept  other  emplo>Ttient.  To  fill  in  part  the  vacancies  noted, 
the  following  persons  have  been  brought  to  the  library: 
Prances  James,  formerly  of  the  Mayo  Medical  Library  at 
Kochester,  as  cataloger;  Eva  Dussell,  as  superintendent's  sec- 
retary; Euth  Eoberts,  as  museum  assistant;  and  John  W.  Oli- 
ver, formerly  of  the  Indiana  State  Library,  and  Marguerite 
Jenison,  as  research  and  editorial  workers.  At  the  time  of 
making  this  report  two  or  three  positions  on  the  staff  still  re- 
main vacant ;  they  will  not  be  filled  until  the  session  of  the  Uni- 
versity has  progressed  to  a  point  which  will  afford  some  indi- 
cation of  the  probable  attendance,  and  so  of  ihe  demands  to  be 
made  on  the  library  during  tlie  coming  year. 
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But  one  resignation  from  the  caretakers'  staff  has  occurred 
during  the  year,  that  of  Fred  Kowalski,  elevator  attendant; 
the  place  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Charles  Miller, 
of  Madison.  A  regular  night  watchman  has  for  the  first  time 
been  added  to  the  Society's  staff  in  the  person  of  Wallace 
Fusch. 

The  Growth  of  the  Library 

The  several  departments  of  the  Library  have  experienced  a 
healthy  growth  during  the  ^^ear.  Data  concerning  the  growth 
of  the  museum,  the  maps  and  manuscripts,  and  the  newspaper 
divisions  are  presented  in  connection  with  the  accounts  of  these 
several  departments'  activities  during  the  year.  The  follow- 
ing statistics  conveniently  summarize  the  growth  of  the  Li- 
brary (exclusive  of  museum  specimens  and  manuscripts)  for 
the  year  closing  September  20,  1917 : 

Books  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 
Books  by  gift  

Total  books  

Pamphlets  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 
Pamphlets  by  gift  ...... 

Pamphlets  made  from  newspaper  clippings 

Total   pamphlets  ..... 
Bound  volumes  of  newspapers  by  purchase 

(including  exchanges)  .... 
Bound  volumes  of  newspapers  by  gift 

Total   newspaper  volumes 

Total  accession  of  titles  (excluding  en- 
gravings, photographs,  and  maps) 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  purchase 

(including  exchanges)  .... 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  gift 

Total  engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  . 
Present  (estimated)  strength  of  the  Library: 

Books  and  newspapers  .... 

Pamphlets  ...... 

Total  number  of  titles  (books,  pamph- 
lets, and  newspapers) 


2. 61*8 
2,423 

739 
4,344 
400 


603 

432 


304 
3,466 


5.041 


6.483 


1,035 


3,771 


12.559 


200.756 
209.092 


409. 84S 
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Comparative  Statistics  for  191G  and  1917 


1916 

1917 

Total  accessions   (books,  pamphlets,  and  news- 

papers)        .       .       .       .       .       .  ... 

12,561 

12,559 

Percentage  of  gifts  in  accessions 

76 

65 

Percentage  of  purchases  (including  exchanges) 

24 

35 

Books  by  gift   (including  duplicates) 

4,818 

3.994 

Pamphlets   (including  duplicates) 

8,952 

9,386 

Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  (including 

duplicates)  ...... 

14,527 

17.591 

Newspapers    by  gift  ...... 

424 

432 

Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  duplicates 

32 

34 

Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  accessions 

68 

66 

A  brief  liistorical  resume  of  the  growth  of  the  Library  re- 
veals some  interesting  facts.  In  1854,  at  the  beginning  of  Dr. 
Draper's  administration,  it  contained  50  titles.  When  he  re- 
signed the  secretaryship  of  the  Society  in  1887,  tliese  had  in- 
creased to  118,6G6.  The  average  annual  increase  during  Dr. 
Draper's  regime  vas,  therefore,  slightly  less  than  3,400  titles. 
During  the  twenty-six  years  of  Dr.  Tlnvaites'  administration 
246,000  titles  were  added  to  the  Library,  an  anntial  average  of 
9,460  titles.  The  four  years  of  the  present  administraiion 
have  witnessed  a  total  increase  of  45,000  titles.  For  the  entire 
period  beginning  with  1854  the  average  annual  increase  in 
titles  has  been  6,500.  The  100,000  mark  was  passed  only  in 
1883,  hoAvever,  almost  midway  of  the  period  under  review. 
The  200,000  mark  was  reached  in  1899,  sixteen  years  being  re- 
quired to  gain  the  second  hundred  thousand  titles.  The  third 
100,000  were  acquired  in  tlie  nine-year  period  ending  with 
1908 ;  and  the  fourth  100,000  in  the  same  period  of  time,  ending 
with  the  present  year.  There  has  been  but  slight  variation  in 
the  annual  rate  of  increase  since  the  removal  of  the  Library 
from  the  Capitol  to  its  present  quarters  in  1901. 

Comparison  of  the  figures  for  the  years  1916  and  1917  with 
respect  to  accessions  of  engravings,  pliotograplis,  and  maps 
discloses  a  six-fold  increase  in  the  latter  year  over  the  former 
(from  614  to  3,771).  The  facts  underlying  this  striking  de- 
velopment merit  a  word  of  ex])iaiiatioii.  Througli  the  inter- 
cession of  Mr.  Eicliard  Lloyd  Jones,  of  ]\radison,  ^Ir.  Court- 

[28] 


Executive  Committee's  Report 


land  Smith,  president  of  the  American  Press  Association,  be- 
gan in  February,  1917,  to  donate  the  fme  pictorial  news  service 
of  his  Association  to  the  Society.  In  this  way  hundreds  of 
timely  photographs  of  the  more  interesting  and  important  con- 
temporary occurrences  of  the  world  are  being  filed  annually 
for  permanent  preservation.  What  this  service  will  mean  to 
the  future  social  historian  can  best  be  realized  by  contempla- 
ting what  it  would  m.ean  to  the  present  investigator  to  have 
access  to  such  a  collection  of  pictures  for  any  period  of  human 
history  now  past.  Although  the  ncAv  ser\ace  was  sought  and 
gained  without  any  reference  to  America's  impending  entrance 
upon  the  war  (which  took  place  a  few  months  later)  its  insti- 
tution in  time  to  catch  all  the  service  for  this  event  of  the 
greatest  pictorial  news-gathering  association  in  the  world  was 
especially  timely  and  gratifying. 

NeAvspaper  Division 

In  two  general  directions  special  effort  has.  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year  to  strengthen  this  department  of  the  library.  The 
work,  described  in  the  last  annual  report,  looking  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  subscription  list  adequately  representative  of  the 
country  as  a  whole  and  Avith  special  emphasis  placed  upon  the 
mid-western  section  which  the  Society  aims  to  cultivate  with 
particular  intensiveness,  has  been  brouglit  to  a  state  of  com- 
pletion during  the  year,  and  it  is. believed  that  our  list  of  pa- 
pers currently  received  is  now  as  broadly  representative  of  the 
entire  field  the  library  cultivates  as  the  present  funds  and  stor- 
age facilities  of  the  Society  will  permit.  The  Library  is  now^ 
receiving  one  or  more  leading  dailies  from  the  chief  cities 
throughout  tlie  United  States,  while  for  the  mid-western  sec- 
tion of  the  country  papers  are  being  received  from  a  number 
of  the  more  important  cities  in  each  state.  Curiously  enougli, 
notwithstanding  these  considerable  additions  to  the  newspaper 
subscription  list  of  the  Society,  the  figures  witli  respect  to  the 
total  number  of  pa]->ers  received  are  not  materially  increased 
over  those  of  otlier  y^^ars.    The  explanation  of  tliis  lies  in  the 
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fact  that  the  list  of  papers  supplied  free  to  the  Society  by  the 
publishers  has  decreased  somewhat ;  in  some  cases  this  is  due 
to  a  suspension  of  publication,  in  others  to  the  fact  that  the  ab- 
normal economic  situation  attendant  upon  war-time  conditions 
leads  the  publisher  to  economize  by  cutting  off  his  free  list. 
Thus  is  afforded  but  one  of  many  illustrations  of  the  way  in 
which  the  world  war  has  interfered  with  the  normal  workings 
of  an  institution  seemingly  so  remote  from  its  influences  as  a 
state  historical  society.  Thus,  too,  the  increase  in  our  paid 
subscription  list  suffices  merely  to  keep  pace,  so  far  as  num- 
bers are  concerned,  vdth  the  decrease  in  our  complimentary 
list.  |There  is  a  real  and  decided  increase  in  the  general  qual- 
ity and  importance  of  the  list  of  papers  received,  however,  since 
the  papers  newly  subscribed  for  are  chosen  from  the  leading 
dailies  of  the  country;  while  tliose  discontinued  are  more  com- 
monly minor,  and  especially  rural,  publications. 

A  vigorous  effort  was  made,  also,  during  the  year  to  accel- 
erate the  rate  of  growth  of  the  Society's  noncurrent  newspa- 
per files.  Visits  were  made  to  a  number  of  the  leading  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  which  possess  files  of  newspapers,  and 
negotiations  looking  to  exchange  or  purcliase  of  duplicate  files 
were  opened  in  a  number  of  cases.  Many  obstacles  to  the  suc- 
cessful x^rosecution  of  such  work,  exist,  however.  In  the  light 
of  the  experience  gained  it  is  certain  that  by  maintaining  a 
competent  field  agent  the  Society  could  acquire  much  material 
whicli,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  worker,  will  never  come  to  it. 
At  the  same  time  it  seems  evident  that  positive  results  from 
such  work  can  be  expected  to  accrue  only  gradually.  The  im- 
mediate results  of  the  initial  essay  of  the  past  year  in  the 
iiewspaper  field  are  reflected  in  the  statistics  and  list  of  acces- 
sions. But  if  all  the  prospects  uncovered  should  ultimately 
materialize,  the  showing  of  eventual  gain  to  the  Society  will 
be  several  times  as  great  as  the  one  now  set  forth.- 

Reference  only  is  made  at  this  place  to  the  work  upon  a  su|>- 
plementary  checklist  of  the  Society\s  newspa])er  collection,  de- 
scribed more  fully  in  tlie  division  of  this  report  devoted  to  the 
research  and  pu])lication  division. 
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The  year's  increase  in  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  was 
1,040,  as  compared  with  825  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  the 
total  number  acquired,  598  volumes  were  purchased,  432  were 
acquired  by  gift,  and  10  volumes  were  secured  through  ex- 
change. On  October  1,  1917  the  newspaper  collection  con- 
tained 25,590  bound  volumes,  as  compared  with  24,550  vol- 
umes a  year  earlier.  On  January  1,  1917,  620  newspapers 
were  beng  currently  received,  an  increase  of  36  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Of  this  total,  299  were  Wisconsin  papers,  211 
non-Wisconsin,  and  110  were  trade  journals  and  miscellaneous. 
The  following  list  summarizes  in  convenient  form  the  more 
important  acquisitions  of  noncurrent  newspaper  files: 

Boston  News-Letter,  5  vols,  (photostat  copies),  1719-25. 

Philadelphia  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  2  vols.,  1792-93. 

London  (Eng.)  Examiner,  4  vols.,  1808-29. 

Portsmouth  (N.  H.)  Journal,  13  vols.,  1824-29. 

Lexington  (Ky.)  Western  Luminary,  2  vols.,  1826-29. 

New  York  Sentinel,  1  vol.,  1830-32. 

New  York  Working  man's  Advocate,  1  vol.,  1834-35. 

New  York  Man,  2  vols.,  1834-35. 

New  York  American  Messenger,  1  vol.,  1843-45. 

Rising  Sun  (Ind.)  Blade.  3  vols.,  1843-48. 

Racine  Advocate,  3  vols.,  1844-84. 

Skaneateles  (N.  Y.)  Democrat,  2  vols.,  1844-49. 

New  York  Herald.  4  vols.,  1849-51. 

New  York  Citizen,  2  vols.,  1854-55. 

Freeport  (111.)  Journal,  47  vols.,  1856-1913. 

Philadelphia  Weekly  Whig,  1  vol.,  1858. 

Freeport  (111.)  Wide  Awake,  1  vol.,  1860. 

Seneca  Falls  (N.  Y.)  Millennial  Harbinger,  1  vol.,  1860-^2. 

Fishkill  (N.  Y.)  Journal.  12  vols.,  1865-89. 

St.  Paul  Northioestern  Chronicle,  6  vols.,  1866-72. 

Cincinnati  Catholic  Telegraph,  1  vol.,  1868. 

Freeport  (111.)  Bulletin,  1  vol.,  1868-69. 

Richmond  (Va.)  State  Journal,  3  vols.,  1871. 

Freeport  (111.)  Monitor,  1  vol.,  1874-75. 

Cherokee  (Kans.)  Sentinel  of  TAberty.  1  vol.,  1879-80, 

Minneapolis  'Northioestern  Miller,  1  vol.,  1891. 

New  York  Times,  8  vols.,  1898. 

La  Crosse  Tribune.  26  vols.,  1904-17. 

Washington  National  Tribune,  6  vols.,  1908-17. 

Topeka  State  Journal,  14  vols.,  1909-12. 
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Catalogue,  Reference,  Order,  and  Public  Docnment  Division 

In  general  the  ordinary  routine  of  Avork,  the  nature  of  which 
has  been  adequately  explained  in  preceding  reports,  has  occu- 
pied the  time  of  these  divisions  of  the  library  during  the  year. 
At  the  present  time  it  will  suffice  to  call  attention  briefly  to  cer- 
tain special  aspects  of  the  year's  activities. 

In  the  catalogue  division  the  work  of  cataloguing  the  Tank 
Collection  of  books,  intermitted  last  year  through  the  depart- 
ure of  Miss  Jacobsen,  has  been  resumed  with  vigor,  Miss 
Frances  James,  formerly  of  Eochester,  Minnesota,  having  been 
engaged  to  devote  her  entire  attention  to  this  work.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  it  Avill  be  completed  some  time  during  the  spring  of 
1918.  Then  only  will  this  unique  collection  of  books,  presented 
to  the  Society  several  decades  ago,  become  really  accessible  to 
students. 

Another  outstandiiig  feature  of  work  in  this  division  has 
been  the  replacing  of  the  old  guide  cards  in  the  catalogue  by- 
new  ones ;  the  work  of  substituting  cards  for  soiled  and  broken 
ones  in  the  catalogue  is  also  being  prosecuted. 

The  routine  work  of  the  reference  division  is  largely  a  mat- 
ter of  housekeeping.  With  some  400,000  volumes  on  the 
shelves,  and  with  1,000  to  1,500  readers  a  day  in  the  building, 
most  of  whom  have  free  access  to  tlie  stacks,  it  may  readily  be 
seen  that  the  mere  task  of  keeping  the  books  in  proper  physi- 
cal order  is  by  no  means  slight.  The  workers  in  this  division 
assist  readers  in  linding  their  matei'ial,  advise  them  concern- 
ing the  resources  of  the  library  with  respect  to  their  several 
lines  of  incpiiry,  and  answer  questions  which  come  in  by  mail. 
Once  a  year  an  inventory  of  the  entire  contents  of  tlie  li])rary  is 
taken,  in  order  to  determine  what  is  missing,  and  to  pass  upon 
the  physical  condition  of  the  volumes.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  noted  that  a  book  misplaced  is,  until  restored  to  its 
proper  position,  a  book  nonexistent  for  all  practical  purposes. 
In  this  division,  too,  the  labeling,  marking,  and  repairing  of 
books,  and  the  routine  of  preparing  them  for  sending  to  the 
bindery  are  attended  to.    During  tlie  year  u})wards  of  400 
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bornid  scrapbook  volumes  of  newspaper  clippings  are  made  np, 
tlie  contents  pertaining  to  Wisconsin  local  history,  necrology, 
and  similar  subjects.  All  "Wisconsin  biographical  and  necro- 
logical  material  is  listed  in  a  special  card  catalogue^  so  that  ref- 
erences can  conveniently  be  had  to  the  entire  resonrces  of  the 
library  in  this  field.  This  catalogue  undoubtedly  constitutes 
by  far  the  most  comprehensive  and  vahiable  reference  list  of 
Wisconsin  men  and  women  in  existence. 

The  order  division  sustained  during  the  year  the  loss  of  its 
efficient  chief,  Ora  Smith.  Marjorie  Park,  for  several  years 
an  assistant  in  the  division,  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
its  work.  Prior  to  this  (in  February)  Genevieve  Deming  had 
begun  work  in  the  division.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  to 
learn  of  and  solicit  all  current  material  bearing  on  the  war,  and 
to  catch  a  copy  of  each  of  the  public  documents  which  pour 
from  the  printing  presses  in  ever-increasing  numbers. 

The  staff  of  the  public  document  division  remained  as  here- 
tofore until  the  beginning  of  September,  when  Tliei'on  BroA\Ti 
resigned  to  enlist  in  the  military  service  of  th6  nation. 

The  reports  made  by  investigators  to  the  United  States 
Commission  on  Industrial  Kelations,  presented  to  the  Library 
by  Professor  John  E.  Commons,  a  member  of  the  commission, 
were  catalogued  and  permanently  arranged  during  the  year. 
Comprising  more  than  a  hundred  volumes  of  typewritten  man- 
uscripts, these  reports,  Avliich  will  never  be  printed,  constitute 
a  veritable  mine  of  information  on  present-day  industrial  con- 
ditions in  America. 

The  War  Department  documents  were  recatalogued  and  re- 
classified during  the  year,  and  numerous  gaps  in  the  files  were 
filled.  Special  efforts  are  being  put  forth  to  obtain  copies  of 
all  documents  of  current  issue  with  respect  to  the  war.  Refer- 
ence only  is  made  here  to  the  new  monthly  checklist  of  Wis- 
consin documents  undertaken  during  the  year;  a  fuller  account 
of  the  enterprise  is  given  in  the  sc^'tion  of  the  anmial  report 
devoted  to  researcli  and  publication  work. 
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Map,  Manuscript,  and  Illustration  Division 
Administration 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  a  year  ago  with 
the  Filson  Club  of  Louisville,  during  a  large  part  of  the  year 
an  additional  worker  lias  been  engaged  upon  the  calendaring 
of  the  Draper  manuscripts.  The  present  staff  consists  of  Miss 
Weaks,  chief  of  the  division,  Miss  Congdon,  cataloguer  and 
room  attendant,  Mr.  Berigan,  photostater  and  repairer  of 
manuscripts,  and  Miss  Jenison,  who  divides  her  time  between 
calendaring  and  general  editorial  work. 

A  special  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  improve 
the  character  of  our  photostat  work.  To  this  end  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Hesse  of  Louisville,  an  expert  photographer  and 
photostater,  was  invoked,  and  he  spent  ten  days  in  Madison 
advising  concerning  the  improvement  of  our  photostatic  equip- 
ment and  giving  instructions  in  the  conduct  of  the  work.  New 
tanl^s  have  been  installed,  the  photostat  has  been  repaired,  and 
an  electric  drier  has  been  added  at  a  cost  of  $200.  It  is  grat- 
ifying to  record  in  this  connection,  as  an  evidence  of  the  neigh- 
borly relations  which  prevail  between  this  Society  and  its  old- 
est American  exemplar,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
that  the  latter  institution,  which  employs  a  veteran  photog- 
rapher and  engages  in  photostatic  work  on  a  much  larger  scale 
than  does  our  o\\m,  has  extended  the  offer  to  pay  the  expense 
of  sending  our  operator  to  Boston  for  a  suitable  period  of  in- 
struction in  the  use  of  the  photostat.  The  enlightened  and 
progressive  policy  which  characterizes  the  administration  of 
the  oldest  of  American  historical  societies  might  well  afford  an 
object  of  more  zealous  emulation  on  the  part  of  many  of  its 
compeers  throughout  the  country. 

During  the  summer  ^Ir.  Theodore  Blegen  was  employed  by 
the  Society  to  devote  his  time,  in  part,  to  sorting  and  classify- 
ing the  Henry  D.  Lloyd  papers.  These  have  now  been  clas- 
sified and  arranged  in  boxes  in  the  manuscript  room  in  suitable 
condition  for  permanent  preseiwation  and  administration.  On 
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September  1^  Mr.  Oliver  of  the  editorial  staff  began  the  task  of 
sorting  and  classifying  the  large  mass  of  papers  acquired  a 
year  ago  from  tlie  adjutant  general's  office.  In  the  repair  of 
manuscripts  chief  attention  has  been  devoted  during  the  year 
to  repairing  and  mounting,  preparatory  to  binding,  the  AYeller 
papers.  In  this  connection  Ave  have  devised  a  modification  of 
the  method  employed  with  the  older  and  more  fragile  manu- 
scripts, Avhicli  makes  possible  a  greater  rate  of  progress  in  the 
work. 

The  work  of  classifying  and  recataloguing  the  maps  of  the 
Society,  begun  last  year  by  Miss  Congdon,  has  at  length  been 
completed.  As  a  result  5,390  separate  maps  have  been  newly 
catalogued,  2,300  of  them  during  the  year  just  closed.  It  now 
remains  to  analyze  and  catalogue  the  numerous  maps  in  the 
Society's  large  collection  of  atlases.  During  the  year  135 
maps  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery  for  appropriate  treatment. 

Accessions  1729597 

The  year's  record  of  manuscript  accessions Jias  been  very 
gratifying.  It  includes  four  large  and  important  collections 
of  original  papers,  an  important  card  index  of  western  papers 
in  the  archives  at  Washington,  and  many  items  of  lesser  bulk 
and  importance. 

Through  the  agency  of  Professor  R.  T.  Ely,  the  private  pa- 
pers of  Henry  Demarest  Lloyd  have  been  presented  to  the  So- 
ciety by  Mr.  Lloyd's  daughter.  Mr.  Lloyd  was  one  of  the  most 
active  social  reformers  of  the  later  nineteenth  century.  The 
acquisition  of  his  papers  gives  further  strength  to  the  re- 
sources, already  notable,  of  the  library  in  the  field  of  economic 
and  social  subjects. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Miss  Julia  A.  Lapham,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Increase  A.  Lapham,  formerly  a  president  of  the 
Society,  turned  over  to  it  her  father's  valuable  collection  of 
private  papers.  Concerning  the  importance  of  Dr.  Lapham 's 
self-effacing  services  in  the  development  of  pioneer  Wisconsin 
it  would  be  difficult  to  exnggerate.  An  attempt  to  characterize 
them  and  to  appreciate  his  career  has  been  made  by  the  super- 
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intendent  in  the  initial  number  of  the  Wisconsin  Magazine  of 
History.  Perusal  of  this  article  will  afford  a  fuller  indication 
than  can  be  presented  here,  of  the  character  and  value  of  the 
Lapham  papers.  With  respect  to  their  bulk  it  may  be  noted 
that  the  accumulated  records  of  Lapham 's  busy  scholarly  ca- 
reer practically  filled  a  large  trunk.  Since  tlieir  receipt  they 
have  been  suitably  classified  and  arranged  in  boxes  on  the 
shelves  of  the  manuscript  room. 

Concerning  the  largest  and  perhaps  most  important  group 
of  papers  acquired  during  the  year,  the  contents  of  which  must 
be  sealed  for  a  considerable  term  of  years,  it  is  premature  to 
speak  at  this  time.  The  fourth  collection  alluded  to  above, 
smaller  in  bulk  than  any  of  the  others,  differs  from  them  like- 
wise in  consisting  of  photographic  copies  rather  than  original 
papers.  For  several  years  the  Carnegie  Institution  at  Wash- 
ington has  been  searching  the  archives  of  the  Indies  at  Seville 
for  material  pertinent  to  American  history.  As  one  result  of 
this  search,  photographic  copies  have  been  made  of  the  dis- 
patches of  the  Spanish  governors  of  Louisiana  to  the  captains 
general  of  Ciiba  for  the  years  1766-91.  One  of  the  sets  of 
photographs  made  has  come  by  purchase  to  our  Society. 
These  papers  should  supplement  usefully  the  collection  of 
prints  concerning  Spanish  activities  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
acquired  two  years  ago  from  the  Archival  Nacional  de  Cuba. 

Of  minor  items  acquired  mention  may  be  made  of  the  fol- 
lowing: NeA\i:on  II.  Culver,  of  Soldiers'  Home,  California,  who 
contributed  an  article  on  Major  Isaac  N.  Earl  to  the  Proceed- 
ings for  1916,  has  presented  his  war-time  diary  (June,  1861  to 
November,  1864)  together  with  comrades'  letters  and  copies  of 
official  documents  relative  to  Earl's  corps  of  scouts.  The  com- 
plete records  for  a  period  of  sixty  years,  of  Madison  Hand  Fire 
Engine  Company  Number  2,  1856-1917,  have  been  turned  over 
to  the  Society  by  the  four  surviving  members  of  this  veteran 
organization.  Howard  Greene  of  ^lilwaukee,  whose  gifts  to 
the  library  have  been  numerous,  has  presented  a  considerable 
number  of  official  records  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry 
during  the  Spanish  War,  also  a  series  of  articles  on  "Thomas 
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Gardner  and  his  Nantucket  descendants''  published  in  the 
Nantucket  Inquirer  in  1862,  together  with  cliarts  and  additions 
by  Mr.  Greene.  Tliree  interesting  manuscript  narratives  have 
been  received  during  the  year,  most  of  which  will  ])e  published, 
probably,  in  due  time  by  tlie  Society.  William  S.  Bond,  of  Chi- 
cago, has  presented  his  grandfather's  account  of  his  coming  to 
Wisconsin  in  1836  and  the  settlement  and  early  years  of  Beloit. 
George  Manierre  of  Chicago  has  presented  the  narrative  of  his 
early  recollections  of  life  at  Big  Foot  Lake  (now  Lake  Geneva). 
To  George  M.  Paine  of  Oshkosh  the  Society  is  indebted  for  a 
manuscript  history  of  Company  G,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

in     THE  MUSEUM 

Office  and  Other  Work 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  ta.sks  undertaken  by  the 
museum  during  the  year  was  the  assembling  of  a  collection  of 
the  numerous  posters,  handbills,  and  circulars  issued  and  in 
use  by  the  Federal  government,  national,  state'  and  local  organ- 
izations, and  business  houses  in  the  United  States,  England, 
Canada,  and  other  countries  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of 
the  present  war. 

In  the  effort  to  make  this  exhibit  an  adequately  representa- 
tive one,  an  extensive  correspondence  was  carried  on  with  gov- 
ernment departments,  organizations,  and  individuals,  and  the 
assistance  of  various  friends  was  enlisted.  The  collection  thus 
made  now  numbers  about  400  specimens.  Additions  to  it  are 
constantly  being  made. 

In  November,  1916  an  exliibition  of  a  collection  of  foreign 
war  posters,  principally  British,  was  made  in  tlie  museum  au- 
ditorium by  the  Madison  Art  Association.  Some  of  the  finest 
examples  sho^\m  were  purchased  by  Mrs.  Hobart  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Reuben  G.  Tliwaites,  llrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Wood,  Mrs,  AV.  S. 
Cargill,  and  other  friends,  and  were  presented  to  the  Society. 

During  Jnly,  1917  the  nuiseum  made  an  extensive  special  ex- 
hibit of  its  own  collection  of  })osters  in  the  print  room  whicli 
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was  visited  by  Imndreds  of  persons.  A  selected  series  of  over 
one  hundred  posters  is  now  being  sbowm  in  an  exhibition  room 
just  opened  to  the  public. 

During  the  year  a  new  catalogue  of  the  portraits,  paintings, 
and  statuary  in  the  museum,  prepared  in  1916  by  Mrs.  Helen 
Oilman  Wing,  has  been  published.  The  total  number  of  por- 
traits in  the  Society's  possession  is  now  241.  The  care  of  this 
large  collection  of  paintings,  many  of  which  were  painted  fifty 
or  more  years  ago,  involves  a  good  deal  of  labor.  During  the 
year  fifty  picture  frames  were  repaired  and  regilded. 

The  museum's  collection  of  American  and  foreign  postage 
stamps,  covers,  and  postcards,  the  assembling  of  which  was 
begun  in  1916,  has  now  assumed  large  proportions.  During 
the  year  the  classification  and  mounting  of  the  stamp  collec- 
tion in  convenient  form  for  consultation  by  students  has  been 
undertaken. 

The  costume  picture  collection  has  growm  until  it  now  con- 
sists of  about  700  sheets  of  illustrations.  The  classification  and 
mounting  of  the  hundreds  of  pictures  contained  on  these  sheets 
has  required  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  time  and 
labor.  The  collection  is  in  almost  constant  use  by  the  Univer-, 
sity  students  and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  organizing  and 
costuming  of  historical  pageants,  festivals,  and  plays.  Sev- 
eral special  exhibitions  of  it  have  been  made,  and  a  portion  of 
it  was  recently  loaned  for  use  in  the  costuming  of  the  Kansas 
City  pageant. 

For  the  state  convention  of  tlie  Wisconsin  ]\Iedical  Society, 
held  at  the  Capitol  on  October  4-6, 1916  tlie  museum  assembled 
a  collection  of  books,  pamphlets,  photographs,  medicines,  and 
surgical  implements  illustrating  tlie  medical  history  of  the 
state.  It  was  shown  in  the  corridor  leading  to  the  convention 
hall  where  it  attracted  much  attention  from  the  visiting  physi- 
cians and  surgeons.  It  was  the  direct  means  of  securing  valu- 
able gifts  for  the  Society. 

The  museum  was  opened  to  the  public  on  one  Sunday  after- 
noon during  each  of  the  months  of  November,  January,  and 
March.    It  was  opened,  also,  on  several  evenings  for  recep- 
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tions  of  the  Madison  Art  Association,  and,  upon  special  re- 
quest, for  a  farmers'  convention.  On  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 30,  a  reception  was  tendered  the  members  of  the  Prairie 
Chib  of  Chicago  and  the  John  Muir  Club  of  IMadison.  An  ex- 
hibit of  materials  illustrating  the  early  history  of  Chicago  was 
an  interesting  feature  of  this  occasion. 

School  and  University  Instruction 

The  total  attendance  of  pupils  of  local  and  other  schools  at 
the  museum  during  the  year  was  1,258,  wliich  falls  but  little 
short  of  last  year\s  attendance.  The  number  of  visiting 
classes  increased  from  17  to  21  in  the  instance  of  the  Madison 
schools,  and  from  25  to  91  in  the  instance  of  schools  coming 
from  other  cities  and  districts.  On  several  occasions  by  ar- 
rangement ^vi^h  the  county  superintendents  the  schools  of  an 
entire  coimtry  district  or  schools  from  several  districts  came 
to  the  museum  at  the  same  time.  The  twenty-one  classes  which 
came  from  the  Madison  schools  brouglit  a  total  of  -153  pupils. 
These  were  of  all  grades  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  eiglith. 
Classes  from  both  the  city  and  the  University  high  schools 
made  a  number  of  visits.  The  schools  from  outside  of  Madi- 
son brought  a  total  of  805  children  to  tlie  museum. 

Twenty-four  classes  from  the.  University  with  a  total  of  652 
students  rex^resenting  eight  different  departments  came  to  tlie 
museum  for  lectures  or  other  instruction.  Special  exliibits 
were  arranged  for  a  number  of  these  classes  to  whom  instruc- 
tion was  given  both  by  the  instructor  in  charge,  and  by  the 
chief  of  the  museum  or  his  assistant. 

Special  and  Art  Exhibits 

Twent3^-two  si)ecial  exliibits  were  made,  most  of  which  were 
installed  in  the  print  room  and  the  adjoining  south  hall.  In 
each  case  the  subjects  illustrated  received  the  most  exhaustive 
treatment  possible.  The  first  of  tliese  exhibits  was  one  illus- 
trating the  history  of  the  automobile.  To  it  a  number  of  the 
best  known  automobile  manufacturers  kindly  contributed  a 
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series  of  photographs  both  of  their  earliest  and  their  most 
modern  machines,  and  other  materials.  In  November,  shortly 
before  the  national  election,  a  large  display  of  American  presi- 
dential campaign  buttons,  medals,  badges,  and  ballots  was 
made.  Following  this  came  the  customary  Christmas  exhibit, 
and  later  others,  illustrating  valentines,  1840-1910,  the  history 
of  buttons,  German  proclamations  to  the  Belgians  and  French, 
Soudanese  postage  stamps  and  covers,  current  war  literature, 
the  Daily  Cardinal  silver  jubilee/ and  old-fashioned  hats  and 
bonnets. 

With  the  cooperation  of  Professor  Kremers,  director  of  the 
course,  a  series  of  historical  exhibits  was  planned  for  the  stu- 
dents in  the  pharmaceutical  department  of  the  University. 
Two  of  these,  illustrating  the  pharmacist  in  literature  and 
American  and  European  almanacs  have  been  made.  A  third 
special  exhibit,  illustrating  pharmaceutical  pots  has  recently 
succeeded  these.  Although  installed  for  the  students,  these 
exhibits  have  proved  interesting  and  instructive  to  other  visi- 
tors. Other  special  exhibits  now  in  place  include  Civil  War 
letters,  the  history  of  jewelry,  and  publicity  and  special  events 
postal  cancellations. 

In  the  museum  auditorium  the  Madison  Art  Association  has 
made  exhibitions  throughout  the  year.  These  Vv^ere  begun  with 
one  illustrating  Italian  crafts  work,  a  series  of  fine  landscapes 
by  William  H.  Varnum  being  shown  at  the  same  time.  An  ex- 
hibition of  recent  work  in  American  sculpture  included  exam- 
T)les  of  the  work  of  C.  S.  Pietro,  Helen  Farnsworth  Mears, 
Henri  Crenier,  Alfeo  Faggi,  Grace  Mott  Jolmson,  and  other 
well-kno^^^l  sculptors.  In  connection  with  this  exhibition, 
which  brought  hundreds  of  visitors  to  the  museum,  a  public 
lecture  on  the  '^Importance  of  Sculpture''  was  given  by  Alvin 
Polasek. 

During  the  month  of  February  the  art  display  was  one  illus- 
trating Russian  peasant  industries  in  linens,  lace,  carved  wood, 
lacquer,  and  enamel.  Tliis  was  followed  in  March  and  April 
by  exhibitions  of  Japanese  prints  and  stencils,  a  display  of  il- 
lustrations of  modern  stage  settings  and  costumes,  an  exhibi- 
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tion  of  etchings  by  the  famous  English  artist,  A.  Hngh  Fisher, 
and  a  collection  of  miniatures  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Bridge.  An  ex- 
hibition of  portraits  by  the  Chicago  artist.  Christian  Abraham- 
sen,  received  the  favorable  attention  of  many  visitors.  An  at- 
tractive exhibit  of  forty-five  large  and  small  canvasses  by 
Birge  and  Alexander  Harrison,  on  view  throughout  the  sum- 
mer and  early  autumn,  Avas  supplemented  by  a  collection  of 
water  colors  by  William  J.  Phillips  during  the  summer  session. 

Accessions 

The  number  of  additions  to  the  collections  is  748,  of  which 
378  are  historical  and  370  are  anthropological  in  character. 
Of  the  total  number,  622  are  gifts,  97  deposits,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  acquired  by  purchase. 

Among  Ihe  many  gifts  which  are  worthy  of  special  attention 
are  two  wooden  clocks  and  a  barometer,  made  by  John  Muir 
during  his  student  days  in  the  University  in  the  early  sixties, 
and  a  series  of  mehanical  drawings  made  by  him  at  the  same 
time.  These  are  placed  in  the  museum  by  the  University, 
which  received  them  from  Muir's  estate.  As  the  clocks,  un- 
fortunately, are  dismantled  and  incomplete,  they  cannot  be 
permanently  installed  until  the  missing  parts  are  recovered. 
A  search  for  these  is  being  made  by  the  daughter  and  the 
friends  of  the  famous  Avriter  and  geologist  at  his  California 
home. 

The  four  survivors  of  the  Madison  Hand  Engine  Company 
No.  2,  which  was  organized  in  1856,  have  presented  the  records 
and  trophies  of  this  organization.  From  the  late  W.  W.  War- 
ner of  Madison  have  come  a  fme  Swiss  music  box,  a  collection 
of  300  Indian  stone  and  metal  implements,  and  other  speci- 
mens. The  collection  of  early  American  and  English  china- 
ware  has  received  some  notable  additions.  Among  these  are 
a  large  platter  received  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Genevieve  M. 
Mills,  Madison;  a  willow  ware  and  two  luster  ware  dinner  sets, 
deposited  by  Mrs.  Lydia  S.  Winterbotham  of  Dunedin,  Flor- 
ida; four  plates  presented  by  Ella  S.  Gernon  of  Madison;  two 
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cups  and  saucers  and  other  specimens  deposited  by  Elizabeth 
W.  Pike  of  Madison;  two  Chelsea  cups  and  saucers,  a  silver 
luster  goblet,  and  other  chinaware  obtained  through  other 
sources. 

Mr.  Harry  G.  Dyer  has  prepared  for  the  nmseum  a  fine  min- 
iature model  of  tlie  logging  sleds  formerly  in  use  in  Wisconsin 
lumber  camjDS. 

A  Moro  flag  taken  in  the  Philippine  Islands  by  Company 
A,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  a  Spanish  flag  taken  from  the 
customs  house  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  at  the  time  of  its  surrender 
in  1898,  are  deposited  by  ]\Iiss  A.  C.  Anderson.  Company 
Gr,  First  "Wisconsin  Infantry,  has  placed  in  the  museum  \s 
care  the  large,  silver  loving  cup  (Army  and  Navy  News) 
trophy  won  by  this  regiment  in  the  Twelfth  Division  Football 
Championship  when  encamped  on  the  Mexican  border  during 
1916. 

Archeological  Activities 

The  publications  issued  by  the  AYisconsin  Archeological  So- 
ciety since  the  last  report  are  The  Antiquiiies  of  Green  Lahe, 
by  Charles  E.  Brovm,  Grant  County  Indian  Remains,  hj  Al- 
bert 0.  Barton  and  Charles  E.  Brown,  and  LaJce  Sltairano  and 
the  Wolf  Fiiver,  by  George  R.  Fox  and  Harvey  0.  Younger. 
Explorations  have  been  conducted  by  the  Society  in  Adams, 
Sheboygan,  and  Door  counties.  The  notable  intaglio  Indian 
effigy  mound,  the  only  exam]:)le  of  its  type  in  Wisconsin,  which 
is  located  on  the  outskirts  of  Fort  Atkinson  lias  been  secured 
for  permanent  preservation. 

IV     RESEARCH  AXI)  PUBLICATION  DIVISION 

Staff 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Merk  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  the  illness  of  Miss  Brauer  at  mid-year  were  the  occasion  of 
some  disturbance  of  the  plans  laid  do\m  for  the  year's  work. 
Nevertheless  much  has  been  accom])lishod  in  this  field,  aiid  the 
record  of  iniblications  is  probably  the  most  notable  in  the  his- 
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tory  of  the  Society.  In  July  Miss  Jenison  took  up  her  work 
as  editorial  assistant  and  calendarer  of  the  Draper  manu- 
scripts, and  in  September,  just  at  the  close  of  the  year  Mr. 
Oliver  began  work  as  general  research  and  editorial  assistant. 
The  staif  of  the  division  now  consists  of  Miss  Kellogg  and  ^[r. 
Oliver  on  practically  full  time  basis,  and  Miss  Jenison,  Miss 
Nunns,  and  the  Superintendent  devoting  more  or  less  time  to 
this  branch  of  the  Society's  work.  In  this  connection,  Mr. 
Mereness,  who  is  directing  the  work  in  the  Washington  ar- 
chives to  which  the  Society  contributes,  should  also  be  men- 
tioned. 

Publications  Issued 

Four  substantial  volumes,  three  bulletins  of  information,  a 
monthly  checklist  of  Wisconsin  state  documents,  a  monthly 
press  bulletin,  and  the  initial  number  of  a  new  quarterly  mag- 
azine, constitute  the  list  of  the  Society's  publications  for  the 
year.  With  one  possible  exception  it  is  believed  that  no  other 
historical  society'  in  America  has  issued  as  large  a  volume  of 
publications  as  this  during  the  past  year.  More  important 
than  the  matter  of  quantity,  however,  is  that  of  quality;  in 
this  respect,  also,  it  is  believed  that  our  publications  fairly 
take  rank  with  those  of  the  leading  historical  agencies  of  Amer- 
ica. 

The  volumes  issued  were :  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for 
1916;  Collections,  volumes  XXIII  and  XXIY,  both  devoted  to 
continuing  the  Draper  Series;  and  volume  I  of  the  Society's 
newly-instituted  series  of  Studies.  The  bulletins  of  informa- 
tion were:  No.  85,  List  of  Paintings  in  the  Historical  Museum, 
October,  1916;  No.  86,  Periodicals  and  Neivspapers  Cnrrently 
Received  at  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Library,  February,  1917; 
No.  87,  The  Public  Document  Division  of  the  Wisconsin  His- 
torical Library,,  March,  1917. 

.  The  volume  of  Proceedings  for  1916  is  expected  to  be  the  last 
of  the  series  of  books  issued  in  this  form.  Publication  of  the 
annual  report,  which  has  served  to  give  title  to  the  volume,  will 
be  continued,  probably  as  a  handbook  or  pamphlet,  but  the  his- 
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torical  articles,  whicli  have  long  comprised  the  greater  portion 
of  the  volume,  will  in  future  find  a  more  timely  if  not  a  better 
medium  of  publication  in  the  new  quarterly  Wisconsin  Maga- 
zine of  History. 

The  two  volumes  of  Collections  issued  logically  continue  the 
work  begun  a  dozen  years  ago  vdth  the  publication,  under  the 
joint  auspices  of  the  "Wisconsin  Society,  Sons  of  the  American 
Eevolution  and  the  State  Historical  Society,  of  the  Documen- 
tary History  of  Diinmore's  War.  Under  the  same  joint  aus- 
pices two  more  volumes  (Revoliition  on  the  Upyer  Ohio  1775- 
1777,  2iTidi  Frontier  Defense  on  the  Upper  Ohio,  1777-1778) 
were  later  published.  With  Volumes  XXIII  and  XXIV  of  the 
Collections  the  Society  now  resumes  the  publication  of  docu- 
mentary material  pertaining  to  the  Eevolution  in  the  West. 
Volume  XXIII,  entitled  Frontier  Advance  on  the  Upper  Ohio, 
1778-1779,  carries  forward  the  story  to  the  mid-pei'iod  of  the 
struggle  for  independence  Avhile  volume  XXW,  Frontier  Re- 
treat on  the  Upper  Ohio,  1779-1781,  brings  it  into  the  conclud- 
ing period  of  the  war.  Both  these  volumes  have  been  edited 
by  Louise  P.  Kellogg  of  the  Society's  research  staff.  With 
the  completion  of  this  series  of  documentary  volumes,  which 
logically  should  be  reached  Avith  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  in 
1795,  the  Society  will  have  been  instrumental  in  making  ac- 
cessible to  students  an  exceedingly  valuable  series  of  source 
publications  on  the  history  of  the  West. 

Volume  I  of  the  Studies  is  Mr.  Merk's  Economic  History  of 
Wisconsin  During  the  Civil  War  Decade,  work  upon  which  was 
begun  by  the  author  under  the  auspices  of  the  History  Com- 
mission several  years  ago.  Although  out  but  a  short  period  at 
the  time  of  this  writing,  the  book  has  already  attracted  wide- 
spread attention  and,  appai'ently,  invarial)ly  favorable  com- 
ment. Professor  Fish,  one  of  the  coimtry's  best-lmoA^m  spe- 
cialists in  the  Civil  War  period,  characterizes  it  as  *4he  most 
comprehensive  treatment  of  the  economic  history  of  any  state 
during  tlie  constitutional  period,  taking  rank  with  Bruce 's  Vir- 
ginia and  Weeden's  Neiv  England.  The  author  lias  produced 
a  book  which  is  of  interest  not  only  to  the  state  with  wliich  it 
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deals,  but  to  every  student  of  American  history. And  again, 
**the  technical  character  of  the  work  is  high.  Newspapers  and 
statistics  not  only  Avere  used,  but  are  analyzed.  The  great  re- 
sources of  the  State  Historical  Library  were  supplemented  by 
personal  interviews.  The  volume  contains  ample  portraits,  il- 
lustrations, a  map,  and  index,  but  no  bibliography. ' ' 

Although  a  minor  publication,  it  seems  proper  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  interesting  character  of  Bulletin  of  Information  No. 
87,  The  Public  Docimient  Division  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical 
Library,  written  by  Anna  W.  Evans,  chief  of  the  division.  It 
not  only  serves  the  purpose  of  a  guide  to  our  own  library,  but 
it  constitutes  a  bibliographical  treatise,  valuable  to  any  library 
or  worker' interested  in  the  subject  of  public  documents.  Our 
library  has  probably  the  most  comprehensive  collection  of  pub- 
lic documents  to  be  found  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  consisting 
of  municipal,  state,  and  national  documents,  together  with  those 
of  Great  Britain.  These  several  series  are  accurately  and 
trenchantly  described ;  furthermore  the  author  has  the  faculty 
somewliat  rare,  it  is  to  be  feared,  of  making  the  reader  feel  that 
the  documents  she  describes  are  intensely  human  things,  in- 
tended as  friendly  aids  and  companions  of  the  student.  Some 
slight  indication  of  appreciation  of  the  bulletin  is  afforded  by 
the  fact  that  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  to  which  one  copy 
had  been  sent  in  accordance  with  our  regular  exchange  rela- 
tions, promptly  requested  the  privilege  of  receiving  five  ad- 
ditional copies  for  the  use  of  the  library. 

Another  publication  enterprise  pertaining  to  the  public  doc- 
ument division  wliich  has  attracted  much  favorable  comment 
is  the  monthly  checklist  of  Wisconsin  public  documents,  issu- 
ance of  which  was  begun  in  January,  1917.  The  Library  of 
Congress  issues  a  useful  checklist  of  documents  of  all  the 
states ;  necessarily,  however,  its  data  are  both  incomplete  and 
belated  in  appearance.  So  far  as  known  to  us,  no  other  agency 
is  publishing  a  checldist  of  state  docmnents.  Tlie  usefulness 
of  such  a  list  has  already  l)een  amply  attested  by  a  country- 
wide demand  to  be  put  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  receipt  of 
our  monthly  bulletin. 
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The  Wisconsin  Magazine  of  History  is  intended  to  be  issued 
quarterly  beginning  vdth  September,  1917.  At  the  time  of 
^\Titing,  the  first  nuinber  has  just  come  from  the  press.  Com- 
ment upon  tlie  character  and  the  public  reception  of  the  Mag- 
azine must,  therefore,  be  reserved  for  a  succeeding  annual  re- 
port. Here  it  ^vill  suffice  to  state  tlie  ideal  which  anhnates  the 
publication — to  furnisli  as  scliolarly  and  interesting  a  mag- 
azine of  history  as  the  resources  of  the  Society  make  it  pos- 
sible to  produce.  To  wliat  extent  tlie  hopes  which  attend  the 
launching  of  the  publication  will  be  realized  must  remain  for 
the  future  to  deternn'ne  and  other  pens  to  record. 

Future  Issues  and  Work  in  Progress 

One  volume,  to  constitute  XXV  of  the  Collections,  is  now 
undergoing  publication  at  the  hands  of  the  state  printer,  cojw 
for  it  having  been  sent  to  him  on  May  18,  1917.  Its  contents 
are  the  correspondence  of  Edwin  Bottomley,  a  pioneer  "Wis- 
consin farmer,  written  in  the  years  1842-50.  ,The  editing  of 
this  volume  has  been  done  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Society. 

The  preparation  of  six  otlier  volumes  is  under  way  at  the 
present  time.  Farthest  advanced  is  the  work  being  done  by 
the  Superintendent  upon  the  AVisconsin  constitutional  series, 
which,  when  completed,  will  pro!)iibly  run  to  several  volumes. 
The  task  has  now  reached  such  a  stage  that  the  coming  year 
may  be  expected  to  witness  the  sending  to  the  printer  of  copy 
for  two  of  these  volumes.  The  calendaring  of  the  Draper 
manuscripts  is  being  steadily  puslied,  although  the  rate  of 
progress  is  necessarily  slow.  At  the  present  time  the  fmal  re- 
vision of  copy  for  a  second  volume  of  the  series  is  well  ad- 
vanced ;  it  should  go  to  the  printer  within  a  few  months.  Mean- 
while the  calendaring  of  the  Chirk  papers,  which  when  com- 
pleted will  constitute  volume  III  oP  the  series,  has  already  been 
under  way  for  over  a  year.  A  comprehensive  study  of  Indian 
missions,  with  particulai'  ]'eference  to  the  relation  of  the  United 
States  govenment  thereto,  hy  Miss  ]\[artha  Edwards,  is  w^ell 
on  its  way  to  completion.    When  fmished  it  will  be  published 
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as  volume  II  of  the  Studies  of  the  Society.  The  character  of 
the  study  is  siicli  that  the  estimate  may  safely  be  advanced  that 
the  volmne  will  constitute  a  worthy  companion  to  Mr.  Merk's 
Economic  History  of  Wisconsin.  Since  Miss  Edwards  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  during  tlie  college  year,  the  completion  of  her 
study  cannot  be  expected  before  the  autumn  of  1918,  and  its 
publication  will  be  correspondingly  deferred.  Another  vol- 
imie,  completion  of  work  upon  which  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  present  time,  is  the  reprint  of  Pierre  Lafitau's  treatise  on 
the  ginseng  plant,  the  editing  of  which  is  being  done  by  Dr. 
Edward  Kremers.  Here  again  the  great  war  interfered  to  dis- 
arrange our  plans  and  delay  our  work.  As  a  busy  man  of  af- 
fairs in  charge  of  important  experimental  work  for  the  United 
States  government.  Dr.  Kremers  has  been  compelled  in  recent 
months  to  lay  aside  this  editorial  task.  In  view  of  this  situa- 
tion it  is  now  impracticable  to  forecast  when  the  work  Avill  be 
resumed,  and,  consequently,  when  tlie  publication  of  the  vol- 
ume may  be  expected.  Two  other  important  enterprises  are 
now  in  the  initial  stage  of  development ;  Miss  Kellogg  has  begun 
the  execution  of  a  long-cherished  plan  of  editing  for  publica- 
tion a  volume  of  source  material  upon  the  Indian  treaties  per- 
taining to  the  history  of  Wisconsin ;  while  Mr.  Oliver  is  collect- 
ing material  for  a  volume  on  "Wisconsin's  Civil  War  activities. 
The  latter  project  ^\7ll,  it  is  hoped,  constitute  the  initial  step  in 
what  will  ultimately  become  an  important  series  of  volumes 
dealing  with  the  several  phases  of  this  great  and  as  yet  unex- 
plored subject. 

Three  other  works,  of  somewhat  lesser  scope  or  different 
character  than  the  foregoing,  are  far  advanced  toward  comple- 
tion. In  the  publication  of  catalogues  of  newspaper  collections 
our  Society  has  played  a  pioneer  role.  At  the  time  our  first 
extensive  guide  vras  issued  in  1898  there  existed  no  model,  and 
for  several  years  the  volume  was  unique  in  the  field  of  Amer- 
ican bibliography.  Then  came  the  great  catalogue  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congi'css  collection  of  newspapers,  followed  in  turn 
by  our  own  new  catalogue  of  1911.  Those  latter  two  volumes 
still  stand  as  the  loading  examplars  among  publications  of  their 
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kind,  altliougli  l)eforo  inaiiy  years  tlicy  Avill  find  a  worthy  com- 
panion in  the  cliecklist  of  (^ar]y  American  newspapers  nnder 
preparation  by  tli(^  American  Antiqnarian  Society.  Six  years 
liave  now  elapsed  since  the  pul)lication  of  our  newspaper  cat- 
alogue. During  tliis  time  yearly  lists  of  the  newspapers  cur- 
rently received  have  been  published,  but  nothing  to  set  forth 
the  additions  to  the  newspaper  collection  as  a  whole.  Copy 
for  a  supplementary  checklist  to  cover  the  five-year  period  to 
the  end  of  191 G  was  pi-epared  during  the  year.  It  was  deemed 
best,  however,  to  witlihold  publication  until  the  close  of  1917, 
when  it  is  expected  the  checklist,  brought  down  to  date  of  is- 
sue, will  be  sent  to  press.  The  catalogue  of  1911,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  this  list,  will  exhibit,  therefore,  the  entire 
resources  of  the  newspaper  collection  down  to  January  1,  1918. 
Our  collection  is  supposed  to  be  second  in  size  in  America. 
From  the  viewpoint  of  frec|uency  of  use  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  it  yields  precedence  to  any.  The  enlarged  quarters 
assigned  the  iiewspaper  department  of  llie  librarv  in  1914  liave 
long  since  proved  inadequate  to  accommodate  the  demands  of 
students  in  this  division  for  space  to  carry  on  their  Avork.  In 
view  of  these  facts  this  supplementary  catalogue  of  the  collec- 
tion will,  it  is  believed,  fill  a  wide-spread  need. 

AVork  ui)on  the  union  check  list  of  serials  in  IMadison  libra- 
ries, an  enterprise  carried  on  jointly  by  the  University  and 
Historical  libraries,  which  has  been  under  way  for  several 
years,  has  reachcxl  a  state  of  practical  completion.  The  pro- 
jected pul)lication  of  the  volume  has  been  postponed,  however, 
to  afford  op])ortuiiity  for  the  Avorking  out  of  a  still  move  com- 
pi'eliensive  plan.  Instead  of  confining  the  publication  to  the 
resources  of  ^Madison  libraries,  it  is  pi-oposed  to  cooperate  with 
those  of  Chicago  and  tlie  University  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Micliigan  in  bringing  out  a  union  list  of  serials  in  all  the  con- 
t]-ibutiMg  lihi-ari(^s.  Such  a  list  would  prov(^  of  far  greater  use 
to  the  scholarly  pu])lic  than  would  lists  of  the  individual  re- 
soui'ces  of  tiie  sevei'al  comnmnities;  at  the  same  linn^  the  cost 
of  j)uhli('ation  of  one  union  list  for  all  woidd  l)e  much  l(\ss  to 
ejich  pailici])ating  library  than  would  the  cost  to  each  of  an 
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individual  cliecklist.  If  tlie  i:)lan  outlinod  can  he  carried  into 
execution,  tlie  enter])rise  will  constitute  an  exanix)le  of  mid- 
western  cooperative  enterprise  looking  to  the  promotion  of  a 
common  scholarly  end  fairly  comparahle  to  that  which  has  now 
for  almost  three  years  heen  carried  on  hy  the  several  western 
state  historical  departments  (onr  own  included)  in  searching 
the  government  archives  at  AVashington. 

In  i)revious  annual  reports  the  suhject  of  tlie  condition  of 
our  state  archives  together  with  suggestions  for  a  plan  of  li- 
brary and  archival  development  has  been  touched  upon.  Two 
years  ago,  at  the  Superintendent's  instigation,  the  Society  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee  of  the  curators  for  the  further  in- 
vestigation of  the  sul)ject.  During  the  summer  Mr.  Theodore 
Blegen,  a  competent  scholar,  prepared  a  thoroughgoing  report 
upon  the  archives  situation  in  Wisconsin.  Its  publication 
awaits  the  action  of  the  special  committee'.  When  issued,  the 
report  Avill,  it  is  believed,  take  rank  among  the  leading  publi- 
cations of  recent  years  0]i  tlie  subject  of  American  archival 
conditions  and  administration. 

On  behalf  of  the  executive  committee : 

M.  M.  QuATFE,  Snperi7iiendent. 
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Statement  of  Conditioa  of  State  Historical  Society  July  1,  1917 


Assets 
Cash 

Mortgages 
Real  estate 


$8,593.34 

105,300.00 
580.54 


$114,473.88 


Distributed  as  follows : 

General  and  Binding  Fund 

Antiquarian  Fund 

Draper  Fund 

Mary  M.  Adams  Art  Fund 

Anna  R.  Sheldon  Memorial  Fund 

Special  Book  Fund 

Hollister  Pharmaceutical  Fund 

Emily  House  Fund 

Reuben  G.  Thwaites  Portrait  Fund 

Reuben  G.  Thwaites  Fund 


$42,020.20 
22,911.60 
13.695.70 
5,946.56 
1.909.58 
1.215.71 
14,967.40 
572.66 
100.00 
11.134.47 


$114,473.88 

General  and  Binding  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 

3^  Annual  dues   $378.05 

y2  Life  membership  fees        ....  110.00 

1/2  Sale  of  duplicates   497.70 

Share  of  interest   2.217.76 


$3,203.51 


Treasurer,  Cr. 

Commercial  Camera  Company       .       .       .  $400.92 

Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Society      .       .  200.00 

Safe  Deposit  Box   10.00 

Annie  A.  Nunns — travel  expenses    .       .        .  -ll.OS 

Rochester  Camera  Company          .       .       .  45.12 
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Mary  S.  Foster — travel  expenses 
Iva  A.  Welsh — travel  expenses 
M.  M.  Quaife,  miscellaneous  bills 
R.  C.  Nicodenaus — surety  bonds 
Candy  Shop 

C.  J.  Radke — services  . 

J.  M.  Dieruf — services 

J.  F.  Jamieson — books  . 

Kennedy  Company — books 

L.  S.  Hanks — services  . 

Alexander  Kornhauser 

American  Press  Association 

C.  W.  Fisher  Furniture  Co.,  supplies 

Photo  Art  House — supplies 

Standard  Detective  Agency 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash- 
ington,   D.  C. 

University  Club 

Clerk  of  Probate  Court- 
certified  copies 

Balance  to  Binding  Fund 


11.63 
11.63 
65.00 
37.50 

5.00 

5.00 
20.00 
50.00 
54.00 
150.00 
15.39 

4.00 
15.50 

9.05 
75.00 

20.00 
18.20 

3.50 
1.965.99 


$3,203.51 


General  and  Binding  Fund 


Treasurer,  Dr. 
Old  balance 
Balance  from  income 

New  balance  . 


$40,054.21 
1,965.99 


$42,020.20 


Antiquarian  Fund  Income 

Treasurer,  Dr. 

%  Annual  dues  ...... 

y2  Life  membership  dues  .... 

%  Sale  of  duplicates  ..... 

Share  of  interest  ...... 

New  balance    .       .  . 


$378.05 
110.00 
497.74 
1,153.23 


$2,139.02 


Treasurer,  Cr. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Slaughter — posters 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Kcyes — picture 
Balance  to  Antiquarian  Fund 


$12.20 
50.00 
2,076.82 


$2,139.02 
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Treasurer,  Dr. 
Old  balance 
Balance  from  income 

New  balance  . 


Antiquarian  Fund 


$20,834.78 
2,076.82 


$22,911.60 


Treasurer,  Dr. 
Balance 

Sale  of  duplicates 
Share  of  interest 

New  balance 


Draper  Fund 


$12,945.22 
35.25 
715.23 


$13,695.70 


Mary  M.  Adams  Art  Fund 


Treasurer,  Dr. 
Balance 

Share  of  interest  . 

New  balance  . 

Treasurer,  Cr. 

Foster  Brotliers — pictures 
Balance  to  Adams  Art  Fund 

New   balance  . 


$5,649.28 
310.48 


$13.20 

5,945.56 


$5,959.76 


$5,959.76 


Anna  R.  Sheldon  Memorial  Fund 


Treasurer,  Dr. 
Balance 

Share  of  interest 
New  balance 


$1,810.08 
99.50 


$1,909.58 


Hollister  Pharmaceutical  Library  Fund 

T rcasurer.  Dr. 

Balance  .       .        .       .       .    '    .       .  $13,993.36 

Hollister  Estate      ......  212.75 

Share  of  interest   776.22 


New  balance    $14,982.33 

Treasurer,  Cr. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Newton,  services  .  .  .  $49.93 
Balance  to  Hollister  Fund      .        .       .        .  14,967.40 
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Reuben  G.  Tliwaites  Fund 

Treajiurer,  Dr. 

Balance    $10,552.31 

Share  of  interest   582.16 


New  balance    $11,134.47 

Emily  House  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 

Balance   $544.94 

Share  of  interest   27.72 


New  balance    $  572.66 
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LAFAYETTE  COUNTY 

We  have  very  little  to  report  except  an  increase  of  collec- 
tions in  all  branches  of  the  Society.  Among  things  worthy  of 
note  are :  certificate  of  tlie  Galena  Fair  of  1842,  then  called  the 
'^Farmer's  Agricnltnral  Society  of  the  Upper  Mississippi/^ 
awarding  a  premium  of  $4  to  J.  W.  Blackstone,  for  the  best 
yoke  of  fat  oxen ;  poll  list  of  the  Town  of  Center,  now  Tovm  of 
Darlington,  in  1865 ;  roster  of  Company  D,  Twenty-third  AYis- 
consin  Infantry^  in  the  Civil  "War ;  army  papers  of  Capt.  Isaac 
Stockwel],  of  Company  C.  Forty- tliird  Wisconsin  Infantry; 
commission  of  Harrison  B.  Chamberlain  as  principal  musician 
of  the  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry;  picture  of  the  post  office 
kept  by  Horace  Beebe  at  Avon,  one  mile  south  of  Darlington, 
in  1851,  at  a  time  when  Darlington  and  Avon  received  their  mail 
from  Willow  Springs  once  a  week;  portraits  of  Capt.  L.  B. 
Waddington,  0.  M.  Dering,  Thomas  Canar,  and  J.  K.  Carey; 
infantry  tactics  of  1801 ;  confederate  script ;  views  of  Camp 
Douglas;  groups  of  LaFayette  County  soldiers  in  the  present 
war;  mounted  badger,  mounted  owl,  and  numerous  other  ar- 
ticles. 

While  we  are  making  history,  we  are  collecting  a  few  of  the 
relics  of  the  past  and  keeping  a  record  of  the  events  of  the 
present  by  receiving  and  ])inding  for  permanent  preservation 
all  llie  newspapers  published  in  the  county, 

P.  II.  CoNLEY,  President. 

SAUK  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

• 

In  addition  to  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Sauk  County 
Historical  Society  two  otlier  meetings  luive  been  held  since  our 
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last  report.  One  was  in  the  nature  of  a  picnic  supper  at  the 
home  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  the  other  a 
gathering  in  commemoration  of  the  centenary  of  tlie  ])irth  of  a 
former  resident  of  Sauk  County.  The  Society  is  in  an  activo 
and  flourishing  condition  and  added  nine  new  members  during 
the  past  year. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  November  20,  1916,  and  officers 
for  the  year  were  elected  as  follows:  president,  H.  E.  Cole; 
vice  presidents,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Train  and  E.  D.  Ochsner ;  secretary, 
H.  K.  Page;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Alexander.  At  tliis  meet- 
ing the  members  were  favored  with  an  address  by  Charles  L. 
Harper,  chief  clerk  in  the  department  of  public  instruction  at 
Madison.  He  spoke  chiefly  of  the  lead  mining  region.  Grant 
Count}^  and  the  contiguous  territory,  and  told  of  the  events  that 
occurred  during  the  early  development  of  that  part  of  the 
state.    His  talk  was  most  interesting. 

On  the  evening  of  March  16,  1917  the  members  of  the  society 
gathered  at  the  home  of  Hon.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Avery  and  en- 
joyed a  picnic  supper,  which  was  followed  by  a  varied  pro- 
gram. Several  papers  were  read  and  Judge  James  O'Neil  of 
Neillsville  gave  a  splendid  talk  to  the  members.  These  picnic 
suppers  have  become  an  annual  affair  with  the  Sauk  County 
Historical  Society  and  are  much  enjoyed.  They  ])ring  the 
members  into  closer  association  and  subjects  are  discussed 
more  informally  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

Tiie  last  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  current  year  was  held 
on  :March  26  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  IMrs.  E.  B.  Griggs.  Rev. 
J.  T.  Durward  told  of  the  life  of  liis  father,  B.  I.  Durward,  the 
poet  and  painter  of  Durward  \s  Gh^n,  a  pictui'csque  spot  near 
Baraboo,  where  he  settled  in  1862.  Two  of  Mr.  Durward 's 
paintings  are  now  in  the  nuiseum  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety at  Madison.  Many  of  his  paintings  are  still  preserved  in 
excellent  condition  at  the  old  home.  :Mr.  Durward 's  account 
of  his  fatlier's  life  was  full  of  interest  and  it  was  fltting  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  should  take  pLice  on  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  artist \s  birth. 

H.  K.  Page,  Secretary. 
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TREMPEALEAU  COUNTY 

It  has  been  said  that  the  secretary  of  a  society  like  our 
County  Historical  Society,  constitutes  the  society.  In  many 
cases  this  statement  approaches  very  close  to  the  truth, — espe- 
cially Avhere  there  is  an  empty  treasury.  I  make  this  observa- 
tion, not  as  a  faultfinder,  for  I  can  see  good  reasons  for  mem- 
bers of  such  societies  depending  on  their  secretaries,  but  this 
absolute  trust  in  the  secretary  does  not  always  bring  the  so- 
ciety either  accomplishments  or  honors. 

During  the  past  year  neither  the  secretary  nor  the  members 
liave  made  much  effort  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  Society. 
Some  items  of  interest,  however,  have  been  added  to  our  collec- 
tion, among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  f oUomng :  first  Bible 
and  hyTQual  used  in  the  Whitehall  M.  E.  Church,  presented  by 
Harriet  M.  "Wade ;  charter  and  certificate  issued  by  the  famous 

Brick*'  Pomeroy  for  Greenback  Club  No.  310,  located  in 
Hale,  Trempealeau  County,  presented  by  C.  G.  Johnson ;  photo- 
graph and  biographical  sketch  of  Francis  Ashbury  Utter,  early 
lawyer  of  Trempealeau  County,  presented  by  his  daughter, 
Dora  Willey,  of  Reedsburg,  Wisconsin;  picture  of  *  ^Deacon" 
Alvah  Wood's  residence  near  "\ATiiitehall,  built  in  1856  and  ta- 
ken dovm  1916,  presented  by  his  grandson,  Archie  E.  Wood; 
portrait  and  biographical  sketch  of  Mons  Anderson,  once  the 
^^Mercliant  Prince"  of  La  Crosse,  presented  by  B.  A.  Gipple, 
of  Galesville;  German  reichsthaler  dated  1814,  presented  by 
Ciiarles  Siehiff ;  collection  of  arrowheads  and  other  flint  imple- 
ments, numbering  about  150  jneces,  presented  by  Nels  Peter- 
son, postmaster  at  Galesville;  a  picture  of  tlie  ^^Old  Nott 
House"  once  a  wayside  inn  on  the  road  from  AMiitehall  to 
Humbird;  a  frame  bearing  the  date  1740,  used  in  making  orna- 
mental garters  wlien  men  wore  knickerbockers,  presented  by 
H.  A.  Anderson ;  a  specimen  of  garters  mentioned  above,  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Oline  Frederickson ;  the  first  mail-rack  used  in 
Coral  City,  Trempeal<'au  County's  ^^Desei-tod  Village,"  made 
by  Will  and  Ott  Ilarlow,  presented  by  Edward  and  Charles 
Southworth. 
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Portraits  of  the  seven  Herreid  brothers,  early  settlers  on 
Beaver  Creek,  Trempealeau  County,  have  also  been  acquired. 
Those  seven  brothers,  belonging  to  the  very  poor  of  their  na- 
tive land,  became  the  progenitors  of  a  family  already  number- 
ing more  than  three  hundred  members,  many  of  whom  have 
risen  to  distinction  and  honor  in  social,  business,  and  political 
circles,  Charles  Herreid,  a  former  governor  of  South  Dakota, 
being  one  of  them.  A  genealogical  chart  of  this  family  is  be- 
ing prepared  for  the  Historical  Society. 

One  of  the  greatest  aquisitions  of  the  Society  is  Judge  Heus- 
ton's  history  of  Trempealeau  County  from  1851  to  1886.  This 
is  in  manuscript  and  is  given  to  the  society  on  the  condition  that 
it  be  published  in  suitable  form,  and  until  published  is  not 
open  to  public  or  private  use.  Costlier  histories  of  our  country 
may  be  written  but  none  will  possess  so  much  intrinsic  value. 

The  practice  of  filing  news  publications  published  in  the 
county,  and  one  of  the  great  daily  newspapers  of  the  country 
has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

The  Society's  only  meeting  during  the  year  was  held  Novem- 
ber 14, 1916.  No  papers  of  importance  were  read  or  presented 
but  the  meeting  was  of  great  value  to  the  people  present  be- 
cause of  Dr.  M.  M.  Quaife's  address  on  the  relation  between 
the  State  Historical  Society  and  auxiliary -societies. 

H.  A.  Anderson,  Secretary. 

WAUKESHA  COUNTY 

The  Waukesha  County  Historical  Society  held  two  regular 
meetings  during  the  past  year,  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  at 
Waukesha  on  May  5,  and  the  September  meeting  at  Sussex. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  Lapham  Memorial  Committee 
presented  a  program  for  the  dedication  of  Lapham  Peak  and 
unveiling  of  the  bronze  tablet  and  boulder  to  be  placed  there 
by  this  Society.  The  program  was  approved  and  accepted  as 
read  and  the  committee  authorized  to  make  all  arrangements 
for  the  dedication. 


V 
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Tlie  cnstodiaii's  report  sliowed  an  accession  of  420  articles 
during  llie  year. 

All  the  officers  ^vere  reelected.  Cliarles  Larson,  of  Wan- 
kesha,  was  appointed  assistant  custodian.  Ten  members  were 
elected.  Dr.  M.  M.  Qnaife  Avas  made  an  honorary  member  and 
the  name  of  ^Irs.  AV.  F.  Whitney  Avas  transferred  to  the  hon- 
orary list.  ]\[r.  Cliarles  D.  Simonds  suggested  tlie  placing  of 
a  story  box  to  be  opened  at  meetings.  Each  member  would  be 
expected  to  contribute  to  this  box,  either  in  manuscript  or 
noAvspaper  clippings,  a  story  of  early  days  in  AYaukesha 
County. 

Mr.  Simonds  also  suggested  that  an  historian  for  the  county 
be  appointed  and  also  one  for  each  toAvn  in  the  county,  the  lat- 
ter to  report  to.  the  former,  who  would  report  twice  a  year  to 
the  Socic^ty.  ( 

After  a  solo  by  Air.  C.  AY.  Patchen,  with  Miss  Grace  Evans 
as  accompanist,  Hon.  C.  E.  Armin,  of  AA^aukesha,  read  a  paper 
on  ' '  The  Early  Bar  in  AYaukesha  County. ' '  This  was  followed 
by  a  paper  on  '^Increase  Allen  Lapham,  First  Scholar  of  AA^is- 
consin,"  by  Dr.  AI.  AI.  Quaife  of  Madison. 

On  June  16,  in  response  to  invitations  issued,  members  and 
guests  of  the  AYaukesha  County  Historical  Society  assembled 
on  Lapham  Peak  where  the  f olloAving  program  Avas  giA^en : 

Invocation  .  .         .  Rev.  A.  S.  Badger 

Address    .  ...         .  Mrs.  H.  B.  EdAvards 

Unveiling  of  Tablet       .         .  Miss  Julia  A.  Lapham 

Lapham  and  His  AYork  .         .  Dr.  M.  M.  Quaife 

A^alue  of  Historical  Landmarks  John  G.  Gregory 

America    ....  Sung  by  audience 

The  tAventy-second  meeting  of  the  Society  Avas  held  at  Sus- 
sex, September  G,  1917,  in  the  Guild  Hall  of  St.  Alban's 
Church,  said  to  be  the  oldest  church  in  AYaukesha  County.  The 
present  building  Avas  erected  in  18G4.  It  Avas  decided  at  this 
meetinc;  to  send  tAvo  delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  and  Afr.  Charles  D.  Simonds,  of  Alil- 
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waukee,  and  Mrs.  Molly  Maurer  Kartak,  of  Oconomowoc,  were 
appointed. 

A  duet  was  sung  by  Mrs.  Munz  and  Mrs.  Howard,  with  Miss 
Campbell  as  accompanist. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Youmans  read  a  paper  on  *'An  Old-Time  Store- 
keeper's Accounts.''  Facts  and  prices  were  taken  from  her 
father's  old  account  books,  one  of  which  was  on  exliibition. 
The  store  of  Theodore  S.  Winton,  Mrs.  Youmans'  father,  was 
located  at  Prospect  Hill,  five  or  six  miles  from  Waukesha. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Edwards  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  Early 
Days  in  Sussex,"  reading  extracts  from  the  story  written  by 
Mrs.  Melinda  Weaver,  the  first  teacher  in  the  to^yn  of  Lisbon. 

A  short  paper  on  Henry  Danforth  Barron  was  read  by  Mrs. 
Lacher  and  a  few  interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Alpha 
Childs,  of  Amsterdam,  New  York,  who  lived  in  Delafield  in 
1847. 

One  member  was  elected  and  four  applications  were  re- 
ceived. 

Julia  A.  Lapham,  Secretary. 
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OFFICERS,  1918- 191 9 


Hon.  William  K.  Coffin 


President 


Eau  Claire 


Vice  Presidents 


Judge  John  Luchsinger 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  McMillan 
Most  Reverend  S.  G.  Messmer 
Hon.  William  J.  Starr 
Judge  John  B.  Winslow 


Monroe 
McMillan 
Milwaukee 
Eau  Claire 
Madison 


M.  M.  Quaife 


Superintendent 


Madison 


Hon.  Lucien  S.  Hanks 


Treasurer 


Madison 


Curators,  Ex  Officio 


Hon.  Emanuel  L.  Philipp 
Hon.  Merlin  Hull 
Hon.  Henry  Johnson 


Governor 
Secretary  of  State 
Treasurer 


Curators,  Elective 
(Term  expires  at  annual  meeting:  in  1919) 


Victor  Coffin,  Ph.  D. 
Lucius  C.  Coleman,  B.  A. 
Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  M.  A. 
Carl  R.  Fish,  Ph.  D. 
Albert  H.  Sanford,  M.  A. 
Hjalmar  R.  IIoland,  M.  A. 


Ben  J  A:\riN  F.  McMillan 
WiLLLUAi  A.  P.  Morris,  B.  A. 
Samuel  M.  Pedrick,  LL.  B. 
Eben  D.  Pierce,  M.  D. 
Robert  G.  Siebecklr,  LL.  B. 
William  J.  Stahr,  LL.  B. 
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(Terra  expires  at  annual  meeting  1920) 

Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  LL.  D.  Most  Reverend  S.  G.  MEssiiER. 

Charles  N.  Brown,  LL.  B.  Barton  L.  Parker,  LL.  B. 

Harry  E.  Cole,  Ph.  B.  John  B.  Parkinson,  M.  A. 

Frederic  K.  Conovkr,  LL.  B.  Frederic  L.  Paxson,  Ph.  D. 

J.  H.  A.  Lacher  William  A.  Scott,  Ph.  D. 

John  Luchsinger  Edward  B.  Steensland,  B.  L. 

(Term  expires  at  annual  meeting  1921) 

Henry  C.  Campbell  Maj.  Frank  W.  Oakley 

William  K.  Coffin,  M.  S.  E.  Ray  Stevens,  L.L.  B. 

LuciEN  S.  Hanks,  B.  L.  John  Strange 

Nils  P.  Hai-gen,  LL.  B.  Col.  J.  A.  Wai-rous 

Rev.  Patrick  B.  Knox  William  W.  Wight,  M.  A. 

J.  D.  G.  Mack,  M.  E.  Lawrence  Whittet 

Executive  Committee 

The  thirty-six  Curators,  the  Superintendent,  the  Governor,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  State  Treasurer  (forty  in  all)  constitute  tlic  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Standing  Committees  (of  Executive  Committee) 

Library — Knox  (chairman),  Luchsinger,  Sanford,  and  Superintendent  (ex 
officio). 

Art  Gallerii  and  Museiim — Scott  (chairman),  Conover,  Cole,  Oakley,  and 
Superintendent  (ox  ofticio). 

Prhitinn  and  Pnhliralions — Lacher  (chainiian),  Paxson,  Wight,  Stevens,  and 
Superintendent  (ex  officio ). 

Finance— 'Slorris  (chainnan).  Brown,  Pedrick,  and  Steensland. 

Advisori/  (ex  offit^i.)) — Knox  (cliairman),  Scott,  Lacher,  Morris,  and  the 
Superintendent. 

Special  Committees  (of  the  Society) 

Eelations  with  Statr  Vniversity — Quaife  (chairman),  PLaugen,  and-  Siebeeker. 
Archives — Fish  (chairman),  Brandenburg,  Steensland,  and  the  Superintend- 
ent. 

Me}y\hershlp—\.[uWv  (cliairman),  Conover,  Dudgeon,  and  the  Supcrintond- 
eut. 
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Superintendent 
M.  M.  QuAiFE,  Ph.  D. 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Annie  Amelia  Xunns,  B.  A. 

In  charge  of  divisions 
(In  order  of  seniority  of  service^ 


Mary  Stuaet  Foster,  B.  L. 
IvA  Alice  Welsh,  B.  L. 
Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  Ph.  D. 
Charles  Edward  Bnowx 
Lillian  Jane  Beecroft,  B.  L. 
Mabel  Cl-\re  AYeaks,  M.  A. 
Anna  Wells  Evans 
Marjory  Gertrude  Park,  B.  A. 


Reference 
_Catdlogue 
Besearch 
Museum 
Newspaper 
Manuscript 
Public  Document 
Order 


Assistants 
(In  order  of  seniority  of  seiTice) 


Edna  Couper  Adams,  B.  L. 
Robert  Emmet  Berigan 
Esther  DeBoos,  B.  A.  . 
Ella  Viola  Ryan  . 
Ferne  Lina  Coxgdon,  B.  A. 
Caroline  Margaret  Lewis,  B.  A 
Fanny  Elizabeth  Atwood,  B.  A 
Ruth  Palt.ine  Hayward,  B.  A. 
Genevieve  Deming,  B.  A. 
Ruth  Roberts,  B.  A. 
Frances  S.  C.  James,  M.  A 
Margueriit:  Jenisox,  B.  A. 
John  Olr-er,  Ph.  D. 
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Reference 

Document 

Manuscript 

Reference 

Reference 

Catalogue 

Order 

Museum 

Catcdogue 

Editorial 

Research 
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Lucy  Rayne,  B.  S. 
Georgia  Gkover 
KuTK  Johnson 
Clarence  Hollatz 
Clarence  Ryan 
Bertha  Eleanors  Davis,  B.  A. 
Daisy  Milward,  B.  A. 
Kate  Everest  Levi,  Ph.  D. 
Frances  Parkhill 


Reference 
General  Assistant 
Gen&ral  Assistant 
Document 
Newspaper 

Superintendent's  Secretary 

Editorial 

Newspaper 

Manuscript 


Caretakers 
(Under  state  civil  service  law) 


Magnus  Nelson  ..... 

Irving  Robson,  Martin  Lyons,  Walter  G.  Post 

Bennie  Butts      .         .         .  . 

Charles  IMiller  ..... 

Tillie  Gunkel  ..... 

Barbara  Brisbois,  Alice  Jenewein,  Bertha 
Schwoegler,  Emma  Zehnpfennig,  Edith 
mulliner  ..... 

Sophie  Brewer  ..... 

Lillian  Jenewein,  Ida  Steffen,  Thomas  Good- 
night, Armand  Quick         .  . 


Head  Janitor  and  Mechanic 
Assistant  Janitors 
Office  Messenger 
Night  Watchmnn 
Housekeeper 


Housemaids 
Elevator  Attendant 

Cloak  Boom  Attendants 


Library  Hours 

General  Library — Daily,  except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  holidays,  and  Univer- 
sity vacations:    7:45  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M. 
Saturdays:    7:45  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 

Holidays  and  University  vacations:    as  per  special  announcement. 
Departmental  Libraries — 

Manuscript,  and  Newspaper  Divisions — Daily,  with  above  exceptions:    9  A. 
M.  to  5.  P.  M. 

Public  Document  Division — Daily,  with  above  exceptions:    7:45  A.  M.  to 
6.  P.  M. 

Museum — Daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays:    9  A.  ^l.  to  5  P.  M. 
Sundays,  holidays,  and  evenings:    as  per  special  announcement. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL 

MEETING 


The  sixty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Wisconsin  was  held  in  the  Society  Staff  Eoom  Thurs- 
day, October  24,  1918,  beginning  at  two  o  ^clock  p.  m.  Because 
of  wartime  conditions  the  annual  address  and  other  features 
of  the  meeting  in  recent  years  were  omitted,  the  program  be- 
ing confined  to  the  business  meeting  of  the  Society  followed 
by  that  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Business  Session 

In  the  absence  of  the  president  and  the  vice  presidents  of 
the  Society,  Father  Knox,  chairman  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, took  the  chair  at  two  o  'clock. 

Present:  Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  Emil  Baeusch,  Charles  N.  Brown,  Frederic 
K.  Conover,  Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Albert  S.  Flint,  Lucien  S.  Hanks,  Nils  P. 
Haugen,  David  G.  James,  Patrick  B.  Knox,  Edward  Kremers,  J.  H.  A.  Lacher, 
P.  V.  Lawson,  John  T.  Lee,  George  B.  Merrick,  Henry  A.  Miner,  W.  A.  P.  Mor- 
ris, Frank  W.  Oakley,  M.  M.  Quaife,  E.  B.  SteenslanQ,  and  E.  Ray  Stevens— 21. 

Mr.  P.  V.  Lawson  moved  that  the  Society  adjourn  until  four 
weeks  from  date,  which  was  seconded  by  D.  G.  J ames.  After 
discussion,  including  the  reading  by  the  chairman  of  the  by- 
law of  the  Society  on  the  subject  of  the  annual  meeting,  the 
motion  was  lost. 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

The  Superintendent,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  its  annual  report  to  the  Society.  Mr.  Lawson 
objected  to  its  being  received  unless  it  should  be  read  in  full. 
After  discussion.  Judge  Baensch  moved  that  the  reading  of 
the  report  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  anyone  objecting  to  any 
item  contained  in  it  be  afforded  opportunity  to  present  his 
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objections  briefly  in  Avriting  for  filing  with  the  report.  Sec- 
onded by  Major  Oakley.  Mr.  Quaife  suggested  that  if  this 
procedure  were  adopted  it  ought  to  be  open  to  members  to  file 
answers  to  such  objections,  which  suggestion  was  accepted  by 
Judge  Baensch  as  a  part  of  the  motion  made  by  him.  Mo- 
tion carried. 

Objection  being  made  by  Judge  Stevens  and  Mr.  Lacher  to 
the  procedure  that  had  been  voted,  Judge  Baensch  w^ithdrew^ 
his  motion  and  the  Superintendent  presented  the  customary 
condensed  statement  concerning  the  annual  report.  After  dis- 
cussion, Mr.  Conover  moved  that  the  report  be  received  in  the 
usual  form  and  placed  on  file.  (See  post,  18  for  text.)  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  Mr.  Lawson  asked  that  his 
vote  be  recorded  in  the  negative. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  w^as  made  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, chairman,  approving  the  report  of  Treasurer  L.  S.  Hanks 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  ordered  placed  on  file.    (See  post,  40  for  text.) 

Keports  of  auxiliary  societies  being  called  for,  the  Superin- 
tendent stated  that  owing  to  conditions  in  the  office  these  re- 
ports had  not  been  solicited  in  advance  of  the  meeting  and  con- 
sequently but  one  liad  been  received.  The  Chair  stated  that 
the  reports  should  be  received  in  the  usual  order  when  they 
shall  conio  in. 

The  Chair  announced  that  the  election  of  curators  was  next 
in  order  of  business.  Mr.  Lawson  moved  that  the  regular  or- 
der be  suspended  and  that  the  report  of  tlie  special  committee 
on  geograjjhical  distribution  of  curators,  appointed  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  1917,  be  heard.  The  motion  was  carried. 
Tlie  Chair  had  appointed  as  members  of  said  conmiittee,  H.  E. 
Cole,  chairman,  Charles  X.  Brown,  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Frederic 
Conover,  and  Albert  S.  Flint.  In  the  absence  of  Chairman 
Cole,  Mr.  Bro^\^i  presented  the  report  of  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  response  to  the  call  of  Chairman  Cole,  the  committee  met  at  the  Univer- 
sity Club,  November  23,  1917,  at  12:15  o'clock. 

Present:  Messrs.  H.  E.  Cole.  Charles  N.  Brown,  Frederic  K.  Conover,  Albert 
S.  Flint,  and  M.  M.  Quaife.    Absent:    J.  H.  A.  Lacher. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Conover,  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  Mr.  Quaife  act 
as  secretary  of  the  meeting.  By  request  of  the  chairman,  the  Superintendent 
presented  such  information  as  seemed  pertinent  concerning  the  situation, 
including  records  of  attendance  at  the  last  four  annual  meetings  of  Madison 
curators,  non-Madison  curators,  and  curators  who  are  employed  in  the  state 
service  in  some  capacity.  After  a  full  discussion  of  the  matter  with  which 
the  committee  had  been  charged  by  the  Society,  Mr.  Brown  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution:  Resolved,  that  the  committee  recommend  that  no  change  be 
made  in  the  method  of  selecting  curators.  Seconded  by  Professor  Flint,  and 
unanimously  carried. 

No  further  business  appearing,  on  motion  the  committee  adjourned. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  com- 
mittee discharged.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Merrick 
and  carried,  Mr.  Law^son  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  election  of  curators  being  next  in  order,  Father  Knox, 
on  behalf  of  the  Advisory  Conmiittee  of  the  Society,  presented 
the  following  list  of  twelve  members  as  nominees  for  election 
to  cnratorship  for  the  three-year  term  expiring  in  1921 :  Henry 
C.  Campbell,  William  K.  Coffin,  Richard  T.  Ely,  Lucien  S. 
Hanks,  Nils  P.  Hangen,  Hiram  Hayes,  Patrick  B.  Knox,  J ohn 
G.  D.  Mack,  Frank  W.  Oakley,  Arthur  L.  Sanborn,  E.  Ray 
Stevens,  and  William  W.  Wight ;  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Louis  Frank:  Albert  H.  Sanford.  Mr.  Law- 
son  placed  in  nomination  the  following  names:  Henry  C. 
Campbell,  William  L.  Davis,  Hiram  0.  Fairchild,  Lucien  S. 
Hanks,  Nils  P.  Haugen,  Samuel  M.  Pedrick,  Albert  Henry 
Schubert,  Havlor  L.  Skavlem,  John  Stevens  Jr.,  John  Strange, 
Col.  J.  A.  Watrous,  and  Lawrence  C.  AVhittet. 

Mr.  Conover  moved  that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  cast 
the  ballot  of  the  Society  for  those  nominees  Avhose  names  were 
common  to  the  two  lists.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  car- 
ried, and  Henry  C.  Campbell,  Lucien  S.  Hanks,  and  Nils  P. 
Haugen  were  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  that  a  nominating  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  several  names  pro- 
posed and  recommend  to  the  Society  a  list  to  fill  the  cura- 
torships  still  vacant.  Motion  seconded  and  carried.  The 
Chair  appointed  as  members  of  said  committee:  Mr.  Morris, 
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Mr.  Dudgeon,  and  Mr.  Lawson.  In  the  absence  of  the  com- 
mittee Mr.  Quaife  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  campaign  of  criticism  which  is  being  waged  by  Mr. 
Lawson,  and  requested  that  steps  be  taken  to  have  his  com- 
plaints investigated.  The  list  of  names  returned  by  the  nom- 
inating connnittee  was  unanimously  elected,  as  follows:  For 
the  three-year  term  ending  in  1921 :  Henry  C.  Campbell,  Wm. 
K.  Coffm,  Lucien  S.  Hanks,  Nils  P.  Haugen,  Patrick  B.  Knox. 
John  G.  D.  Mack,  Frank  ^Y.  Oakley,  E.  Pay  Stevens,  John 
Strange,  J.  A.  Watrous,  Lawrence  C.  AVhittet,  W.  W.  Wight ; 
to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Louis  Frank: 
Albert  H.  Sanford. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS 

Mr.  Lawson  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Wiikiieas  our  foundation  charter  of  1853  limits  the  publica- 
tion authority  of  this  Society  to  "diffuse  and  publish  information  relating  to 
the  description  and  history  of  the  state"  and  for  no  other  purpose 

And  further  guards  the  said  purpose  of  publication  by  detailing  that  "its 
funds  shall  ever  be  faithfully  appropriated  to  promote  the  objects  of  this 
formation" 

Therefore  it  is  Resolved.  That  we  do  not  approve  the  editing  or  proof-read- 
ing by  the  staff  of  publications  not  pertaining  to  the  foundation  purpose  of 
the  Society,  the  history  of  the  state,  and  do  not  approve  the  printing  and 
binding  at  cost  of  the  Society  of  any  publications  other  than  such  as  pertain 
to  the  history  of  the  state. 

Professor  Anderson  moved  to  add  to  the  resolution  the  pro- 
vision that  a  bonfire  be  made  on  the  campus  of  all  books,  pic- 
tures, and  other  objects  in  the  Library  which  do  not  pertain  to 
the  liistory  of  Wisconsin.  The  resolution  was  rejected,  Mr. 
Lawson 's  vote  only  being  cast  in  the  affirmative. 

Islw  Conover  presented  tlie  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  hereby  approves  the  construction  given  by  the 
Superintendent  and  the  Committee  on  Publications  to  the  statute  stating  the 
powers  and  proper  scope  of  the  Society  in  the  matter  of  its  publications  and 
expresses  its  full  confidence  in  their  good  judgment. 

The  ayes  and  nays  ])eing  called  for,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  *^by  the  following  vote:    Ayes,  Messrs. '  Anderson, 

[11] 


SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


Baenscli,  Brown,  Conovor,  Dudgeon,  Flint,  Hanks,  Ilangen, 
Knox,  Lacker,  Merrick,  Morris,  Parkinson,  Steensland,  Ste- 
vens— 15.    Nays,  Mr.  Lawson — 1. 

Judge  Stevens  brought  up  tlie  question  of  tlie  war  collection 
activities  of  the  Wisconsin  War  History  Commission,  a]D- 
pointed  by  the  State  Council  of  Defense,  an  account  of  whicli 
had  been  given  by  the  Superintendent  in  connection  with  the 
annual  report  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Judge  Stevens 
stated  that  he  deemed  this  work  one  of  much  importance,  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Society  should  manifest  its  ap- 
proval and  support  thereof.  The  Chair  stated  that  unless 
objection  was  heard  it  would  be  taken  as  the  sense  of  the  meet- 
ing that  the  Society  does  approve  of  the  war  history  collection 
work,  and  is  desirous  of  supporting  it  in  every  practicable  way. 
No  objection  was  heard  and  the  sense  of  the  meeting  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  chairman  stood  confirmed.. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  meeting  stood  adjourned. 

Executive  Committee  Meeting 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  called 
to  order  by  Chairman  Knox,  immediately  succeeding  the  ses- 
sion of  the  business  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Present:  Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Conover,  Dudgeon,  Hanks,  Haugen, 
Knox,  Lacher,  Morris,  Parkinson,  Quaife,  Steensland,  and  Stevens — 13. 

The  Superintendent  presented  communications  received  from 
President  Coffm  and  Curator  Starr  proposing  that  measures 
be  taken  looking  to  the  arousing  of  greater  popular  interest  in 
the  Society  and  to  an  increase  in  its  membership.  Upon  dis- 
cussion it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dudgeon  tliat  a  connnittee  of 
three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  take  under  consideration 
ways  and  means  of  increasing  tlie  membership  of  the  Society. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Conover  and  unanimously  carried.  The 
Chair  appointed  as  members  of  such  committee  Messrs. 
Lacher,  Dudgeo]i,  and  Conover.  . 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

Father  Knox  made  a  brief  statement  on  behalf  of  the  Ad- 
visory Committee,  and  offered  a  typewritten  resume  of  its 
activities  for  the  year  for  the  perusal  of  anyone  who  might 
care  to  read  it. 

On  behalf  of  the  Archives  Committee  the  Superintendent 
reported,  in  the  absence  of  Chairman  Fish,  that  a  compre- 
hensive report  on  the  archives  situation,  with  particular  ref- 
erence to  Wisconsin,  had  been  compiled  for  the  committee  by 
Theodore  C.  Blegen  of  Milwaukee,  and  that  this  report  is  now 
undergoing  publication  at  the  hands  of  the  state  printer.  He 
asked  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  committee  continued. 
It  was  so  ordered  by  the  Chair. 

ELECTION  OF  NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Superintendent  presented  for  the  committee's  consider- 
ation a  list  of  those  who  during  the  year  have  signified  their 
desire  to  become  members  of  the  Society.  On  motion,  the 
names  thus  submitted  were  unanimously  elected  members  of 
the  Society.  The  list  thus  elected,  as  divided  into  life  and  an- 
nual membership,  follows: 

LIFE 

Chicago,  111— C.  H.  Thordarson. 
La  Grange,  111. — Walter  S.  Lacher. 
New  York  City— Henry  F.  DePriy. 
Holden,  Mo. — Oscar  G.  Boisseau. 
Big  Bend— Mrs.  I.  W.  Moyle. 

Colomba— Adam  A.  Beck,  James  H.  McManus,  W.  A.  Roblier. 

Columbus — J.  R.  Wheeler. 

Delavan— J.  J.  Phoenix. 

Eau  Claire— Col.  Marshall  Cousins. 

Madison— J.  S.  Allen,  H.  W.  Bleyer,  J.  N.  Cadby,  W.  0.  Hotchklss,  T.  E. 
Lyons,  E.  ^.  B.  Schubring,  H.  J.  B.  Thorkelson. 
Milwaukee— John  H.  Tweedy. 
Oconomowoc — Julia  A.  Lapham, 
Reedsburg— Ralph  P.  Perry. 
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ANNUAL 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.— Miss  Ella  Brunson. 
Chicago,  111. — Gilbert  L.  Lacher. 
Sioux  City,  la.— Carl  E.  Nord. 
Boston,  Mass.— Prank  Wilder. 
New  York  City— George  Bird  Grinnell. 
White  Plains,  N.  Y.— John  P.  DeMerritt. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio— Charles  T.  Greve. 

Appleton — Miss  Carrie  Blair,  John  B.  Macharg,  C.  A,  Peerenboom. 

Baraboo — A.  C.  Kingsford. 

Darlington— R.  E.  Van  Matre. 

Hartford — Charles  D.  Stewart. 

Janesville— A.  C.  Hough. 

La  Crosse — Wells  Bennett. 

Ladysmith — D.  W.  Maloney. 

Madison— H.  L.  Atkins,  J.  G.  Callan,  P.  J.  Connor,  Emerson  Ela,  J.  L. 
Gillin,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Rosenberry,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Bernice  K.  Stewart,  Mrs. 
Magnus  Swenson,  E,  E.  Witte,  C.  H.  Vilas. 

Mayville— B.  J.  Husting. 

Medford — C.  H.  Bachhuber. 

Menasha — George  Banta,  George  Eanta  Jr. 

Milwaukee — Robert  C.  Brown,  0.  M.  Fritz,  W.  G.  Hanson,  A.  L.  Saltzstein. 

Monroe — Mrs.  Nettie  S.  Wright. 

Port  Washington — Miss  Mary  Ryan. 

Prairie  du  Chien — Charles  H.  Metzger. 

Racine — W\  I.  Goodland,  E.  W.  Leach. 

Watcrtown — William  Sproesser. 

Waukesha — A.  S.  Badger,  A.  J.  Dopp,  L.  H.  Gingle,  A.  J.  Hutton,  J.  E. 
Thomas,  H.  M.  Youmans. 

The  Superintendent  laid  before  the  committee  a  statement 
concerning  the  course  taken  by  the  Advisory  Committee  with 
respect  to  the  Mills  Estate,  accompanied  by  a  request  of  the 
Madison  Y.  AV.  C.  A.  that  the  Society  consent  to  its  subleasing 
the  projDcrty  for  community  war  work  purposes.  Mr.  Conover 
moved  that  the  entire  matter  be  referred  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, with  power  to  act.  Seconded  by  Judge  Stevens  and 
unanimously  carried. 

No  further  business  appearing,  on  motion  the  meeting  stood 
adjourned. 
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The  financial  features  of  the  report  apply  to  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1918.  In  other  respects  the  report  deals  mth 
operations  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1918. 


The  year  under  review  is  the  first  of  the  current  fiscal  bi- 
enninm  which  ends  June  30,  1919.  For  the  support  of  the  So- 
ciety the  state  legislature  of  1917  appropriated  $60,980  a  year 
during  the  biennium.  Tlie  total  sum  is  made  up  as  heretofore 
of  three  distinct  approj^riations  under  the  several  heads  of 
operation  ($52,000),  property  repairs  and  upkeep  ($780),  and 
books,  furniture,  and  permanent  accessions  ($8,200).  As  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  biennium  this  represents  an  increase 
of  $2,000  for  operation,  and  no  change  in  the  two  smaller  ap- 
propriations. The  following  statement  sunmiarizes  the  opera- 
tions witli  respect  to  these  several  funds  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1918: 


I    Financial  Statement 


STATE  appropriations 


Operation 


RECEIPTS 


Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1916 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1918 

From  the  University  of  Vvisconsin,  balance  due  on  joint  acc't 


?5.132.86 

52,000.00 
3,280.89 


Total 


$60,413.75 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries  and  services 
Supplies 

Travel  -  .  .  .  . 

Printing  and  illustrations 

}3inding        •  .  .  .  . 

Repairs         •  .  .  .  . 

Books  and  furniture 

Freight  and  drayage 

Express        •  .  .  .  . 

Insurance     •  .  .  .  . 

Postage        •  .  .  .  . 


Total       .  $54,925.84 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1918  .  5,487.91 

$60,413.75 

Maintenance 
receipts 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1918        .  .  $780.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Property  repairs  659.85 
Balance,  June  30,  1918    ......  $120.15 

Capital 

receipts 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1918       .  .  $8,200.00 

disbursements 

Books,  periodicals,  furniture,  and  museum  exhibits     .  .  7,984.10 

Balance  on  hand,  June  30,  1918  ....  $215.90 

It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Society  began  the  year  with 
$60,236.47  available  for  operation,  and  closed  it  with  a  balance 
of  $5,487.91  to  carry  forward  into  the  year  now  current.  Be- 
cause of  the  methods  of  accounting  which  prevail  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  state's  business  it  is  necessary  to  carry  forward 
at  the  close  of  eacli  year  a  considerable  balance.  In  actual 
fact,  however,  no  sucli  credit  exists,  for  it  is  practically  all 
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376.73 
1,695.60 
3,465.00 

262.12 
60.53 

684.11 
76.22 

170.53 
2,577.90 

500.43 
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connterbalanced  by  outstanding  obligations  contracted  for 
work  being  done  whicli  still  awaits  completion  or  for  purchases 
made  but  not  yet  delivered.  Thus,  if  on  October  1  the  Society 
sends  copy  for  a  volume  of  its  publications  to  the  state  printer, 
the  printing  of  which  will  cost  $1,000,  this  sum  of  money  must 
be  set  aside  in  the  current  budget  to  pay  for  the  work.  If,  as 
frequently  happens,  tlie  delivery  of  the  work  is  not  made  until 
after  July  1  following,  this  sum  will  appear  as  an  unexpended 
balance  on  the  State  Treasurer's  books  to  the  credit  of  the 
Society.  In  fashion  similar  to  this  most  of  the  $5,487.91  bal- 
ance showm  in  the  statement  for  July  1, 1918  was  hypothecated 
by  the  Society  in  connection  mth  the  operations  of  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed. 

The  small  balances  carried  over  to  the  new  year  to  the  credit 
of  the  two  smaller  appropriations  will,  it  is  expected,  be  used 
lip,  together  with  the  sums  currently  appropriated  during  the 
second  year  of  the  biennium. 

* 

PRIVATE  FUNDS 

A  statement  of  the  origin  and  purpose  of  the  several  private 
funds  of  the  Society  may  be  found  in  the  printed  copy  of  the 
constitution  and  by-laws.  The  condition  of  the  several  funds 
at  the  close  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918,  together  with 
the  similar  data  for  the  preceding  year,  may  be  seen  in  the 
following  tabular  statement: 


Amount 

Amount 

Fund 

June  30,  1917 

Increase 

June  30,  1918 

General  &  Binding  . 

?-42,02a.20 

$427.72 

?42,447.92 

Antiquarian 

22,911.60 

2,089.17 

25,000.77 

Draper 

.13,695.70 

778.49 

14,474.19 

Adams 

5,946.56 

267.40 

6,213.96 

Sheldon 

1,909.58 

101.90 

2,011.48 

Hollister 

14,967.40 

798.93 

*  15,766.33 

Thwaites 

11,134.47 

594.33 

11,728.80 

House 

572.66 

30.68 

603.34 

Special  Book 

1,215.71 

1,215.71 
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Some  comment  on  the  condition  of  the  funds  will  help  to 
elucidate  the  operations  the  results  of  which  are  summarized 
in  the  tabular  statement.  The  gross  income  of  the  General 
and  Binding  fund  (to  which  is  assigned  one  half  the  member- 
ship dues,  one  half  the  proceeds  from  sale  of  duplicates,  and 
interest  on  the  principal  of  the  fund)  was  $3,177.05.  All  but 
$427.72  of  this  income  was  spent  during  the  year,  the  larger 
items  of  outgo  being  the  printing  of  the  Wisconsin  Magazine 
of  History,  the  treasurer's  salary,  the  operation  of  the  pho- 
tostat, and  taxes  on  the  Mills  property. 

The  sources  of  income  of  the  Antiquarian  fund  are  the  same 
as  those  noted  for  the  General  and  Binding  fund.  The  gross 
income  for  the  year  was  $1,087.88  less  than  that  of  the  General 
and  Binding  fund,  but  none  of  this  income  was  spent — hence 
the  handsome  addition  to  the  principal  of  the  fund  as  a  result 
of  the  year's  operations.  With  certain  unimportant  excep- 
tions, likewise,  no  part  of  the  income  of  the  Draper,  Adams, 
Sheldon,  ITollister,  Thwaites,  or  House  funds  was  expended, 
the  showing  for  net  income  being  practically,  the  same  as  the 
gross  income  of  these  several  funds  for  the  year.  The  Special 
Book  fund  shows  no  increase  since  it  is  being  held  awaiting 
suitable  opportunity  to  expend  it  for  a  specified  object,  and 
hence  no  share  of  the  gross  income  of  all  the  funds  is  allotted 
to  it. 

On  July  1,  1918  the  private  funds  of  the  Society  totaled 
$119,462.50,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  $4,998.62. 
This  increase  represents  normal  sources  of  income  for  the  year, 
no  gifts  of  money  having  been  received  from  any  source. 

A  word  may  be  said  in  conclusion  concerning  two  important 
bequests  made  in  former  years  to  the  Society  which  are  not  yet 
at  its  disposal  in  form  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  desig- 
nated by  the  donors.  A  difference  of  opinion  having  arisen 
over  the  question  of  the  proper  construction  of  the  will  of  Mr. 
George  Burrovrs,  appropriate  legal  action  has  been  instituted, 
in  accordance  witli  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Conunittee, 
looking  to  an  authoritative  determination  by  the  court  of  the 
point  in  question.    The  property  willed  to  tlie  Society  by  Miss 
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Genevieve  Mills  came  into  its  possession  during  the  year.  Be> 
cause  of  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  local  real  estate 
market,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  for  the  present  to  make 
no  effort  to  sell  the  property.  Accordingly  an  agreement  has 
been  entered  into  with  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  Madison  (joint  owner,  with  the  Society,  of  the  prop- 
erty) whereby  that  organization,  in  return  for  the  privilege  of 
utilizing  the  property,  undertakes  to  provide  for  its  upkeep 
free  of  expense  to  the  Society. 

II    The  Library 

THE  STAFF 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  probably,  have 
such  abnormal  conditions,  touching  almost  ever}^  aspect  of  its 
work,  been  faced  as  during  the  year  just  closed.  Naturally 
one  aspect  of  this  situation  finds  expression  in  an  unusual 
number  of  clianges  in  the  membership  of  the  staff.  Some  of 
these  were  due  to  factors  wliich  would  have  operated  in  normal 
times,  but  most  were  occasioned  by  the  military  and  economic 
upheaval  through  which  the  world  is  passing.  It  might  be 
supposed  that  a  staff  over  four-fifths  of  whose  members  are 
women  would  be  but  little  affected  by  the  w^orld  convulsion. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  there  were  twenty  resignations 
in  a  library  staff  of  twenty-eight  during  the  fifteen  months  of 
the  current  biennium  (July  1,  1917 — Oct.  1,  1918).  One-fourth 
of  the  number  resigned  to  enter  tlie  war;  six  left  for  reasons 
too  diverse  to  admit  of  characterization;  while  nine  of  the 
twenty  resigned  to  accept  better  positions  at  better  salaries. 
A  computation  shows  tliat  tlieir  average  salary  in  the  Library 
was  $7G5 ;  the  average  beginning  salary  to  which  they  went  was 
$1,237.50.  Comment  on  these  figures  would  seem  to  be  super- 
fluous. 

The  more  significant  changes  of  the  year  follow:  Miss 
Nunns,  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Society,  was  on  leave  of 
absence  due  to  ill  health  from  January  until  September.  Miss 
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Dussell,  after  a  brief  career  as  Superintendent's  secretary  re- 
signed to  become  the  more  interesting  figure  in  a  war  mar- 
riage.   From  December,  1917  until  September,  1918  the  place 
thus  vacated  was  ably  filled  by  Bertha  Davis,  Avho  in  turn  re- 
signed at  the  latter  date  to  engage  in  Red  Cross  work  in 
France.    At  the  present  writing  the  vacant  position  has  not 
been  filled.    The  position  in  the  office  vacated  by  Miss  Farh^y 
in  September,  1917,  has  since  been  capably  filled  by  Georgia 
Grover.    Ruth  Roberts,  who  had  wserved  as  museum  assistant 
for  something  over  a  year,  resigned  July  1,  1918,  to  accept  a 
much  more  attractive  position  in  charge  of  the  museum  of  tlio 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  and  in  her  stead  Ruth  Johnson 
of  Madison  has  been  appointed.    The  position  in  the  reference 
division  vacated  a  year  ago  by  Mabel  Swerig,  who  resigned  to 
carry  forward  her  professional  training  at  Pratt  Institute,  has 
been  tilled  during  the  year  just  closed  by  Lucy  Rayne  of  IMadi- 
son.    In  the  document  division  the  work  laid  down  by  Theron 
BroA^m,  who  entered  the  nav^^  in  September,  1917,  was  taken 
up  by  Clarence  Hollatz,  who  at  the  same  time  carried  on  the 
freshman  course  in  the  University.    In  September,  1918  he, 
too,  resigned  to  enter  the  tank  corps,  and  the  place  is  now  va- 
cant.   The  position  of  male  assistant  in  the  newspaper  divi- 
sion has  been  held  in  turn,  for  shorter  or  longer  periods,  by 
three  men  during  the  year.    Two  resigned  to  accept  better 
paying  positions,  while  the  third  entered  the  army.    On  Octo- 
ber 1,  1918,  E.  V.  Estvad,  a  man  of  mature  years  and  there- 
fore not  liable  to  military  service,  became  the  fourth  occupant 
of  the  position  within  a  year's  time.    Meanwhile  Miss  Bee- 
croft,  chief  of  the  newspaper  division,  was  granted  sLx  montlis' 
leave  May  1,  1918,  because  of  ill  health;  the  place  thus  tem- 
porarily vacant  was  supplied  by  Mrs.  Kate  Levi.    Just  at  tlie 
close  of  the  year  Miss  Weaks,  chief  of  the  manuscript  division, 
was  given  leave  of  absence  for  nine  months  to  enter  upon  gov- 
ernment war  service.    On  July  1,  1918,  Miss  Congdon,  assist- 
ant in  the  manuscripts  division,  resigned  to  accept  a  more  at- 
tractive position  in  the  Superior  Public  Library.    In  her  stt^ad 
Frances  ParkliiU  has  been  engaged.    Marguerite  Jeiuson,  cdi- 
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torial  and  research  assistant  from  June  1917  on,  resigned  July 
1, 1918,  to  accept  a  similar  position  at  Washington  Avith  double 
the  pay  she  had  been  receiving.  Daisy  Milward  of  Madison 
began  work  in  this  division  in  January,  1918,  and  Dr.  John  W. 
Oliver  in  September,  1917.  After  repeated  attempts  to  gain 
admission  to  the  officers  training  corps.  Dr.  Oliver  resigned  in 
August,  intent  on  entering  the  service  as  a  ^'buck  private.''  A 
recent  letter  from  his  Missouri  home  conveys  the  happy  in- 
formation that  he  has  at  last  been  accepted  for  the  officers' 
training  camp,  coupled  with  the  lament  that  the  long  delay  in 
responding  favorably  to  his  numerous  requests  for  admission 
will  result  in  the  war  being  over  before  he  has  an  opportunity 
to  get  into  it. 

The  caretakers'  staff  continues  as  in  former  years  to  mani- 
fest fewer  changes  than  does  the  Library  staff.  Wallace 
Fuscli,  night  watch,  resigned  during  the  year  to  accept  a  better 
position  vdth  the  University.  His  place  was  filled  by  the  trans- 
fer of  Cliarles  Miller,  elevator  operator,  and  the  latter  place 
in  turn  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Sophie  Brewer.  Thus, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Library's  history,  the  elevator  is  be- 
ing run  by  a  woman.  Two  of  the  maids,  Barbara  Brisbois  and 
Gertrude  Nelson,  left  the  service  during  the  year  and  were 
replaced  by  Carrie  Pieh  and  Edith  Mulliner.  Miss  Nelson  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Library  eleven  years  and  Miss  Bris- 
bois nine. 

THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  outstanding  aspect  of  the  subject  under  consideration 
is  the  continued  skyrocketing  of  prices  for  all  printed  material, 
and,  consequently,  the  continued  decrease  in  purchasing  power 
of  the  book  appropriation.  Since  1901,  when  the  Library 
Building  was  first  occupied,  the  Society's  book  appropriation 
has  remained  substantially  the  same.  For  many  years  after 
1901  the  legislature  granted  $6,000  annually  for  books,  while 
binding  was  done  as  an  allowance,  otf  the  Society's  budget. 
Since  1913  the  old  system  of  allowances  has  been  discontinued, 
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and  the  Society  lias  had  $8,200  a  year  for  books,  furniture, 
and  all  permanent  acquisitions,  including  binding.  The  Li- 
brary binding  bill  in  recent  years  has  run  from  $2,500  to  $3,000. 
For  the  coming  biennium  the  new  state  printing  contract  calls 
for  prices  upwards  of  thirty  per  cent  higher  than  for  the  one 
just  dramng  to  a  close.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  Li- 
])rary  has  considerably  less  money  to  devote  to  the  purchase  of 
books  than  it  liad  when  binding  Avas  handled  as  an  allowance. 
More  serious  than  this  is  the  fact  that  a  given  sum  of  money 
will  purchase  by  far  fewer  books  than  it  would  in  the  years 
from  1901  to  1913.  The  result  of  this  double  paring  away  of 
the  book  purchasing  fund  is  seen  in  the  annual  statistics  of 
accession.  These  show  a  steady  but  somewhat  slow  decrease 
in  the  nmnber  of  books  purchased  for  the  Library  from  1901 
to  1915,  followed  by  a  much  more  marked  decrease  in  the  last 
three  years.  Averaged  for  five-year  periods,  the  number  of 
books  acquired  annually  by  purchase  (and  exchange;  separate 
figures  are  not  available)  from  1901  to  1905  was  2,811;  from 
1906  to  1910,  2,733;  from  1910  to  1915,  2,555;*  while  for  the 
three  years  of  1916,  1917,  and  1918,  the  number  fell  to  2,022. 
The  case  would  be  certain  to  be  much  Avorse,  from  the  book 
purchasing  point  of  view,  were  figures  available  for  purchases, 
divorced  from  those  for  books  acquired  by  exchange,  since 
there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  under  the  latter  head 
in  recent  years.  Furthermore,  for  the  last  two  or  thi'ee  years 
it  has  been  possible  to  devote  an  important  part  of  the  appro- 
priation given  for  operation  to  the  purchase  of  books,  so  that 
the  sum  actually  spent  for  this  purpose  has  been  considerably 
more  than  $8,200 — a  source  of  relief  which  cannot  be  relied 
upon  during  the  next  few  years.  Unless,  therefore,  the  legis- 
lature shall  materially  increase  the  book  appropriation  at  the 
coming  session,  there  can  be  no  other  alternative  than  a  fur- 
ther abandonment  of  the  creditable  record  with  respect  to  Li- 
brary growth  which  the  Society  maintained  a  decade  and  more 
ago.  The  following  figures  summarize  the  growth  of  the  Li- 
brary for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1918.  Those  who  may 
take  the  trouble  to  compare  them  with  the  similar  statistics 
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presented  a  year  ago  should  be  informed  that  the  report  as 
printed  then  contained  certain  errors  wliicli  are  corrected  in 
the  present  report. 


Statistics  of  Accession 

Books  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 

Books  by  gift       •  .  .  .  . 

Total  books    .  .  .  .  . 

Pamphlets  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 

Pamphlets  by  gift  .... 

Pamphlets  made  from  newspaper  clippings 

Total  pamphlets  .... 

Bound  volumes  of  newspapers  by  purchase  (in- 
cluding exchanges).  (Periodicals,  indexes, 
and  other  publications  kept  in  nev/spaper 
department  are  counted  with  newspaper 
volumes)  ..... 

Bound  volumes  of  newspapers  by  gift  , 
Total  newspaper  volumes 

Total  accession  of  titles  (excluding  en- 
gravings, photographs,  and  maps) 

Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  purchase 
(including  exchanges) 

Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  gift 

Total  engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  . 

Present  (estimated)  strength  of  the  Library: 
Books  and  newspapers 

Pamphlets      .  .  .  ... 

Total  number  of  titles   (books,  news- 
papers, and  pamphlets) 


1,810 
2,579 

424 
6,764 
425 


534 

583 


45 
2,019 


3,889 


7,613 


1,117 


2,064 


12,619 


206,778 
215,705 

422,483 


CoMPAiiATivE  Statistics  for  1917  and  1918 


Total  accessions  (books,  pamphlets,  and  news- 
papers) .... 
Percentage  of  gifts  in  accessions 
Percentage  of  purchases  (including  exchanges 
Books  by  gift  (including  duplicates) 
Pamphlets  by  gift  (including  duplicates) 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps,  etc.,  by  gift 

(including  duplicates) 
Newspapers  by  gift  (including  duplicates) 
Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  duplicates 
Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  accessions 


1917 

11,540 
62 
38 
3,994 
9,386 

3,779 
413 
34 
66 


1918 

12,619 
79 
21 
4,595 

11.13? 

3,124 
588 
39 
61 
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NEWSPAPER  DIVISION 

During  the  year  1,123  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  have 
been  added  to  the  Library,  of  which  583  vokimes  were  pre- 
sented by  the  publishers  or  otliers  and  495  vohimes  were  pur- 
chased. The  total  strength  of  the  newspaper  division  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1918  was  26,713  bound  volumes.  By  classes,  there  were 
8,556  volumes  of  Wisconsin  papers,  10,179  volumes  of  non- 
Wisconsin  papers,  2,894  volumes  of  trade  and  labor  journals, 
416  newspaper  indexes,  and  4,668  volumes  of  miscellaneous 
character.  During  the  year  667  newspapers  were  currently 
received  for  preservation,  295  of  them  being  from  Wisconsin, 
215  from  A\ithout  the  state,  and  157  trade  and  labor  or  mis- 
cellaneous in  character. 

The  progress  of  the  war  has  affected  the  newspaper  division 
more  seriously,  perhaps,  than  an}'  other  department  of  the  Li- 
brary. Our  annual  newspaper  binding  bill  is  heavy  (1,077  vol- 
umes were  bound  during  the  year  just  closed  at  a  cost  of  $1,875 
jjer  volume;  for  the  two  years  beginning  January  1,  1919,  the 
cost  of  binding  increases  to  $2.38  per  volume) ;  many  pub- 
lishers wiio  in  normal  years  were  willing  to  give  their  paper 
to  the  Library  have  stricken  us  from  their  comi^limentary  sub- 
scription list,  while  the  subscription  price  of  most  of  the  papers 
for  which  the  Library  pays  has  increased  from  25  to  100  per 
cent  within  a  period  of  two  years.  It  seems  obvious,  in  view 
of  these  facts,  that  the  growth  of  the  Society's  newspaper  col- 
lection (now  second  in  rank  in  the  country)  nnist  suffer  seri- 
ously unless  the  amount  of  money  devoted  to  its  further  up- 
building shall  be  materially  increased. 

Acquisitions  of  noncurrent  newspaper  files  were  less  numer- 
ous and  important  than  for  several  preceding  years.  Tlie  fol- 
lowing list  includes  the  more  noteworthy  acquisitions  of  this 
character : 

Boston  XewS'Letter,  7  vols,  (photostat  copies),  1726-32. 
Boston  Russell's  Gazette,  1  vol.,  1799-1 SOO. 

Kaskaskia  (111.)  Western  Intelligencer  (photostat  copy),  1817-18. 
Lawrenceburgh  (Ind.)  Palladium,  1825. 
London  Examiner,  15  vols.,  1841-55. 
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Logansport  (Ind.)  Telegraph,  1842-45. 

New  Lisbon  (later  Salem)  (0.)  Anti  Slavery  Bugle,  1845-52. 

New  York  Weekly  Chronicle,  1  vol.,  1850-51. 

Newburyport  (Mass.)  Daily  Evening  Union,  1  vol.,  1851. 

Rochester  (N.  Y.)  Genesee  Farmer,  1  vol.,  1852-53. 

Logansport  (Ind.)  Journal,  1864. 

Aurora  (Ind.)  Dearborn  Independent,  1872. 

Milwaukee  Index,  1872. 

Madison  (later  Milwaukee)  Lueifer,  and  Arminia,  14  vols.,  1884-98. 

Cincinnati  Graphic,  2  vols.,  1885-86. 

Cleveland  Recorder,  4  vols.,  1895-96. 

New  York  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  8  vols.,  1902-10. 

New  York  Fatherland  (later  Viereck's  American  Weekly),  1914-17. 

Baltimore  Maryland  Manufacturers  Record,  1916-18. 

CATALOGUE,  REFERENCE,  ORDER,  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  DIVISIONS 

In  all  of  these  divisions  the  influence  of  the  war  lias  pro- 
duced a  marked  impression.  The  great  majority  of  library 
patrons  who  come  to  the  building  are  normally  supplied  by  the 
student  body  and  faculty  of  the  University.  With  the  ranks 
of  the  facult)^  dei)leted,  mth  the  graduate  school  but  a  shadow 
of  its  former  self,  and  with  the  male  undergraduates  practically 
all  in  war  service,  either  in  training  on  the  campus  or  else- 
where, the  demands  upon  the  service  of  the  Eeference  Division 
have  materially  altered  as  compared  with  normal  years.  The 
outstanding  feature  of  the  Order  and  Documents  divisions  has 
been  the  acquisition  of  material  x:)ertaining  to  the  war.  Every 
possible  effort  has  been  made,  by  systematic  canvassing  and 
otlierwise,  to  find  and  procure  for  the  Library  all  of  the  worth- 
while material  on  the  war.  The  museum  and  office  staffs  have 
lent  their  efforts  also  to  the  work  of  collection,  and  within  the 
limits  of  the  Library \s  chosen  field  a  great  collection  of  war 
materials  is  being  developed.  With  the  close  of  the  year  un- 
der review  the  catalogue  division  completed  the  task,  begun 
some  four  years  ago,  of  cataloguing  the  Tank  Collection  of 
books.  Altliough  owned  by  tlie  Li])rary  for  almost  half  a  cen- 
tury not  until  now  lias  this  valuable  collection  of  early  Greek, 
Latin,  French,  and  Dutch  works  been  catalogued  so  that  its 
contents  might  be  readily  available  to  the  student. 
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MAP,  MANUSCRIPT,  AND  ILLUSTRATION  DIVISION 

Administration 

The  depletion  of  tlie  staff  of  this  division  of  the  Library  has 
necessarily  entailed  considerable  alteration  of  the  plans  made, 
and  interruption  of  the  work  under  prosecution.  Before  leav- 
ing the  staff  in  July,  Miss  Congdon  had  classified  and  cata- 
logued the  large  collection  of  war  posters  that  has  been  made, 
thus  making  available  material  of  great  interest  both  to  stu- 
dents of  contemporary  history  and  to  collectors  and  art  lovers. 
To  keep  the  poster  collection  in  proper  condition  some  form  of 
container  is  highly  desirable.  Another  member  of  the  division 
arranged  during  the  year  the  great  mass  of  photostatic  copies 
of  documents  in  the  Indian  Office  at  "Washington  which  has 
been  acquired  in  recent  years.  It  is  now  possible  to  locate 
quickly  any  paper  in  the  collection,  the  total  contents  of  which 
run  to  many  thousands  of  documents.  Among  tlie  manuscript 
collections  under  process  of  sorting  and  classification  are  the 
Tweedy  papers,  the  Dewey  papers,  and  the  papers  of  George 
B.  Smith.  Completion  of  the  task  must  in  each  case  be  pro- 
longed to  another  year.  Another  task  completed  by  Miss 
Congdon  before  resigning  was  that  of  reclassifying  and  re- 
cataloguing  the  atlas  maps  in'  tlie  division.  In  this  general 
connection  the  many  maps  in  the  volumes  of  the  Tank  collec- 
tion of  books  have  also  been  catalogued  and  made  available  for 
easy  consultation. 

Accessions 

That  tlie  people  of  Wisconsin  are  becoming  increasingly 
aware  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Historical  Society  for 
the  preservation  of  manuscripts  and  the  perpetuation  of  such 
memorials  of  its  departed  citizens  seems  evident  from  the  rec- 
ord of  the  yearns  accessions  of  manuscripts.  Several  impor- 
tant collections  liave  come  to  tlie  Library  during  the  year,  and 
discussions  looking  to  the  turning  over  of  several  more  are 
under  way  at  the  time  of  making  this  report. 
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In  bulk  the  two  largest  collections  of  papers  received  are 
those  of  Nelson  Dewey,  first  governor  of  the  state,  and  of 
George  B.  Smith,  member  of  the  first  constitutional  conven- 
tion and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Wiscon- 
sin until  his  death  in  1879.  When  the  work  of  sorting  the 
Dew^ey  papers  shall  have  been  completed  the  bulk  of  the  col- 
lection will  be  much  reduced,  since  many  of  the  papers  are  of 
a  routine  character.  Of  much  interest  although  not  of  great 
bulk  are  the  papers  of  John  H.  Tweedy,  of  Mihvaukee,  last 
territorial  delegate  to  Congress,  presented  by  his  son  John  H. 
Tweedy  Jr.  Mr,  Tweedy  was  the  agent  through  whose  hands 
passed  all  the  negotiations  with  the  federal  government  on 
Wisconsin's  entrance  upon  statehood.  A  gift  of  great  signifi- 
cance for  the  more  recent  period  of  history  is  that  of  the  pa- 
pers of  Senator  Husting,  presented  in  August,  1918,  but  not 
yet,  at  the  time  of  making  this  report,  actually  turned  over  to 
the  custody  of  the  Society.  By  reason  of  his  clear-headed  and 
patriotic  course  Avith  respect  to  international  issues  in  the  diffi- 
cult years  from  1915  to  1917,  Mr.  Ilusting  speedilj^  won  nation- 
wide renown.  His  papers  are  voluminous,  and  when  finally 
made  accessible  to  students  they  will  imdoubtedly  constitute  a 
source  of  prime  importance  for  the  recent  history  of  Wisconsin. 

Along  educational  lines  the  Society  has  recently  made  sev- 
eral acquisitions  of  value.  The  papers  of  Azel  Ladd,  state 
superintendent  from  1852  to  1854,  were  jjresented  by  Dr.  Otto 
L.  Schmidt,  of  Chicago,  who  purchased  them  from  a  dealer  with 
a  view  to  presenting  them  to  the  Society.  This  gift  inciden- 
tally affords  an  interesting  commentary  on  the  way  the  state  of 
Wisconsin  cares  (more  correctly,  fails  to  care)  for  its  official 
records.  Tlie  Ladd  papers  were  evidently  part  of  the  official 
records  of  the  state  superintendent's  office,  where  they  should, 
in  the  proper  course  of  events,  have  remained  until  the  present 
day.  How,  or  when,  they  left  the  office,  and  by  what  route 
they  came  to  the  hands  of  a  Chicago  dealer,  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. They  are  now,  of  course,  in  safe  custody,  but  it  is  a 
sad  reflection  on  the  enlir^iiteimient  of  Wisconsin  that  her  state 
records  are  cared  for  in  such  fashion  that  the  loss  or  destruc- 
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tion  of  important  papers  is  going  on  more  or  less  steadily  all 
the  time.  Colonel  Michael  Franlv,  of  Kenosha,  is  noted  as  the 
founder  of  Wisconsin's  free  public  school  s^'Stem,  having  been 
instrumental  in  introducing  free  schools  into  his  home  com- 
munity, and  having  draw  the  bills  for  the  extension  of  the 
system  to  the  entire  state.  His  voluminous  diary,  kept  for  a 
period  of  fifty  years  (from  1840  to  1890)  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  F.  H.  Lyman,  of  Kenosha.  Worthy  of  note  in  this 
connection  is  tlie  item  that  the  papers  of  Lyman  C.  Draper, 
the  Society's  first  secretary,  have  been  arranged  and  set  apart 
for  the  period  from  1858  to  1860  when  he  was  also  serving  as 
state  superintendent  of  education. 

An  important  collection  of  papers  dealing  with  the  early  so- 
cial and  religious  history  of  the  state  are  those  of  the  Eev. 
Matthew  Dinsdale,  a  Methodist  preacher  of  Wisconsin  during 
the  territorial  period  and  later,  presented  by  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Magnus  Swenson,  of  Madison.  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Legler,  of 
•Chicago,  has  presented  such  of  her  husband's  papers  as  he  col- 
lected when  engaged  in  writing  articles  on  Wisconsin  history. 
Of  more  local  application  are  the  papers  of  John  G.  Clark, 
of  Lancaster,  and  those  of  James  Gorham,  of  Madison,  pre- 
sented by  the  survi\ang  members  of  their  respective  families. 
The  Civil  AVar  diary  of  AVilliam  Meffert,  of  Arena,  has  been 
added  to  the  Society's  collection  of  such  material.  Additions 
have  been  made  during  the  year  to  collections  of  papers  al- 
ready in  the  Library  through  presentation  by  Miss  Julia  A. 
Lapham  of  some  of  her  father's  papers  pertaining  to  the  his- 
tory of  his  meteorological  work;  by  Professor  Frederick  J. 
Turner  of  some  significant  papers  of  his  father,  A.  J.  Turner, 
of  Portage ;  and  by  Professor  John  Pi.  Commons  of  important 
material  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  labor. 

The  work  of  the  Society  in  the  Washington  archives  has  been 
continued,  and  photostatic  mat(^rial  and  calendars  from  the 
General  Land  Office  and  other  bureaus  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  have  been  received.  For  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  just  closed  the  Society's  agent  at  Washington  has  been 
engaged  in  calendaring  the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  Postmas- 
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ter  General.    During  the  year  the  Indiana  State  Library  sent 

to  Madison,  to  receive  the  expert  attention  of  our  repairer  of 
manuscripts,  the  Tipton  and  Lasselle  papers,  two  interesting 
collections  dealing  with  the  early  liistory  of  that  section  of  the 
Northwest.  Witli  tlie  consent  of  the  Indiana  State  Library  the 
opportunity  of  the  physical  presence  of  the  papers  in  Madison 
was  improved  to  make  photostatic  copies  of  as  many  of  them 
as  seemed  of  interest  for  our  Library.  In  the  same  fashion, 
transcripts  of  treaty  and  fur-trade  material,  recently  acquired 
by  the  Missouri  Historical  Society  at  St.  Louis,  were  procured 
after  a  member  of  the  research  staff  had  examined  the  collec- 
tions with  a  view  to  indicating  tlie  papers  of  most  interest  to 
the  AVisconsin  Historical  Library. 

The  collection  of  both  manuscript  and  illustrative  material 
on  the  i^resent  war  is  being  carried  on  as  vigorously  as  pos- 
sible. The  records  of  Camp  Douglas  in  our  oym  state  and  of 
Camp  MacArthur  at  AYaco,  Texas,  where  so  many  of  the  Wis- 
consin National  Guard  were  stationed  in  1917  and  1918,  have 
been  placed  in  our  care.  An  important  collection' of  material 
on  peace  and  international  movements,  not  to  be  made  acces- 
sible to  the  public  for  a  term  of  years,  has  been  placed  with 
the  Library  for  the  use  of  future  investigators.  The  collection 
of  war  posters  which  has  been  built  up  is  probably  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  complete  in  the  country.  In  this  connection 
attention  only  is  called  to  the  account  in  another  section  of  this 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Wisconsin  War  History  Commission 
which  promises  to  result  in  the  preservation  of  a  vast  store  of 
material  pertaining  to  the  contemporary  history  of  the  state, 
and  ultimately  in  the  i)ringing  of  a  considerable  part  of  this 
material  to  the  State  Historical  Library. 

Ill    The  Museum 

The  year  has  been  one  of  healthy  activity  and  growth  in  this 
division  of  the  Library,  and  the  museum  may  fairly  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  tlie  important  educational  agencies  of  the 
state.    For  a  number  of  years  there  lias  been  a  steady  increase 
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in  the  number  of  classes  of  students  visiting  the  mnsenm  for 
instructional  purposes.  During  the  year  just  closed  over  fifty 
classes  from  the  University  thus  visited  the  museum.  Twenty- 
eight  grade  school  classes  from  twenty-one  different  cities  and 
toAvns,  numbering  nearly  500  students,  likewise  made  use  of 
the  museum;  in  similar  fashion  came  a  still  larger  number  of 
high  school  classes. 

Thirty-five  special  exhibits  of  a  historical  character  were 
made  during  the  year.    These  were  fully  advertised  through 
the  press  and  otherwise,  and  attracted  large  numbers  of  visi- 
tors.   The  print  room  has  been  in  continuous  use  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  objects  illustrating  the  progress  of  the  Great  War. 
The  objects  on  display  included  American  and  European  war 
literature,  French  Ked  Cross  and  patriotic  seals,  Canadian  and 
American  war  proclamations,  service  newspapers,  censored 
mail,  and  collections  of  munitions  and  military  equipment. 
Among  other  exhibits  was  one  on  the  arts  and  industries  of  the 
Arucanian  Indians  of  Chile;  one  on  women's  dress  during  the 
Civil  War  period;  autograph  letters  of  Civil  AVar  officers; 
Dutch  war  cartoons;  war  posters;  and  a  series  of  collections  of 
stamps.    In  a  number  of  cases  special  lectures  upon  the  ex- 
hibits were  delivered  in  the  museum  auditorium.  Throughout 
the  University  year  the  auditorium  walls  were  given  over  to  a 
series  of  exhibits  arranged  under  the  auspices  of  the  Madison 
Art  Association.    In  October  a  collection  of  Japanese  prints 
was  on  display;  in  November  and  December  collections  of 
paintings  by  ]\[onticelli  and  by  Hoosep  Pushman.    Other  col- 
lections of  paintings,  ancient  textiles,  etc.,  followed  in  order 
until  the  University  closed  in  June. 

Four  archeological  monographs  w^ere  issued  under  the  edi- 
torship of  the  curator  of  the  museum.  These  were,  ^'The  Rice 
and  Chetek  Lakes,''  by  C.  E.  Bro^^m  and  R.  H.  Becker;  **In- 
dian  Remains  in  Door  County,"  by  J.  R.  Schumacher;  V* Mari- 
nette County,"  by  G.  R.  Fox  and  11.  0.  Younger;  and  Grooved 
Stone  Axes,"  by  C.  E.  Brown.  Due  to  the  pi-eoccupation  of 
many  of  the  workers  with  war  work,  less  was  done  in  the  way 
of  archeological  fieklwork  than  in  preceding  years.  However, 
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measures  were  adopted  securing  the  permanent  preservation  of 
groups  of  Indian  mounds  adjoining  Lake  Wingra  in  Madison 
and  Silver  Lake  at  Oconomowoc. 

The  specimens  added  to  the  museum  by  gift  or  purchase 
number  1,027,  Avhile  165  more  were  received  on  deposit.  A 
particularly  valuable  gift  received  was  that  of  a  set  of  Hudson 
Bay  Company  trading  tokens,  presented  by  B.  K.  Miller  Jr., 
of  Milwaukee.  An  account  of  these  tokens  is  given  in  the 
Society's  magazine  for  December,  1918.  Another  interesting 
acquisition  is  the  flag  of  the  Third  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Na- 
tional Guard,  carried  on  Mexican  border  service  in  1916. 
Many  other  valuable  gifts  were  received,  and  a  number  of  in- 
teresting collections  were  deposited,  title  and  privilege  of  with- 
drawal remaining  with  the  depositor.  The  important  collec- 
tion of  objects  pertaining  to  Indian  village  life,  made  by  Mr. 
H.  L.  Skavlem,  of  Janesville,  at  the  Carcajou  village  site  on 
the  bank  of  Lake  Koslikonong,  numbering  hundreds  of  speci- 
mens, was  installed  in  five  table  cases  in  the  Indian  history 
room.  This  collection  is  believed  to  be  the  most-complete  one 
of  its  kind  ever  made  in  Wisconsin. 

IV    Research  and  Publication  Division 

Miss  Jenison  and  Mr.  Oliver,  both  of  whom  came  to  the  re- 
search staff  in  1917,  resigned  during  the  year,  one  to  engage 
in  editorial  wartime  Avork  at  Washington,  the  other  to  enter  the 
army.  In  January  Daisy  Milward  joined  tlie  staff  to  take 
charge  of  the  editorial  work  on  its  more  technical  side. 

In  volume  of  publications  issued  the  Society's  established 
record  of  leadership  among  American  historical  societies  con- 
tinues to  be  maintained.  Easily  the  most  noteworthy  item  of 
the  year's  publications  is  tlie  quarterly  Wisconsin  Magazine  of 
History,  publication  of  which  was  begim  in  September,  1917. 
It  has  been  greeted  with  widespread  favor  in  historical  circles 
and  lias  already  won,  apparently,  a  worthy  place  among  the  his- 
torical periodicals  of  America.  One  volume  of  Collections 
(No.  XXV,  An  English  Settler  in  Pioneer  Wisconsin),  edited 
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by  the  Superintendent,  was  issued  in  July,  1918.  It  records  in 
intimate  fashion  the  experiences  and  problems  of  a  pioneer 
farmer  in  Eacine  County  in  the  years  1842-50. 

Of  minor  publications  the  issues  of  the  year  under  review 
were  more  than  ordinarily  numerous  and  important.  The 
monthly  Wisconsin  History  Bulletin,  begun  in  1914,  and  the 
monthly  Checklist  of  Wisconsin  Public  Documents,  begun  in 
1917,  were  issued  regularly  throughout  the  year.  At  the  close 
of  1917,  a  cumulated  Checklist  of  Wisconsin  Public  Documents 
Issued  During  1917  was  published  as  Bulletin  of  Information, 
No.  91.  Two  routine  Bulletins  of  Information,  No.  90,  List  of 
Active  Members  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin, 
and  No.  92,  Periodicals  and  Netvspapers  Currently  Received  at 
the  Wisconsin  Historical  Library  were  issued  in  November, 
1917,  and  February,  1918,  respectively.  The  Proceedings  of 
the  Society  for  1917,  stripped  of  the  historical  articles  which 
for  many  years  have  comprised  the  hulk  of  this  annual  volume, 
appeared  this  year  as  a  pamphlet  of  fifty-nine  pages.  A 
ninety-one  page  pamphlet  of  much  bibliographical  sigiiificance 
is  Bulletin  of  Information  No.  93,  devoted  to  listing  the  addi- 
tions of  newspaper  files  from  the  year  1911,  when  the  latest 
Newspaper  Catalogue  was  published,  to  January  1,  1918.  As 
the  title  indicates,  the  recent  issue  is  a  supplementary  cata- 
logue designed  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  Annotated 
Catalogue  of  Neivspaper  Files  of  1911.  Taken  together  the 
two  exhibit  the  entire  resources  of  the  newspaper  division  of 
the  Library  as  of  January  1,  1918.  The  steady  growth  of  the 
newspaper  collection  in  recent  years  revealed  by  the  Supple- 
mentary Catalogue  should  afford  satisfaction  to  every  student 
of  Wisconsin  and  American  development  and  life.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  before  the  passage  of  another  decade  a  new  and 
comprehensive  newspaper  catalogue  can  be  issued,  which  shall 
constitute  also  an  adequate  history  of  the  press  in  Wisconsin. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  two  works  were  well 
advanced  toward  publication  at  the  hands  of  the  state  printer. 
The  lesser  of  these  is  a  comprehensive  and  illuminating  report 
on  the  public  archives  situation,  prepared  by  Mr.  Theodore  C. 
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Blegen.    The  other  work,  when  issued,  will  constitute  Volume 
XXVI  of  the  Collections  and  Volume  I  of  the  Constitutional 
Series,  edited  by  the  Superintendent.    Both  these  works  were 
in  galley  proof  at  the  end  of  September.    During  the  earlier 
months  of  his  employment  Dr.  Oliver  was  engaged  in  editing 
the  initial  volume  of  Wisconsin  Civil  War  papers.    But  for 
wartime  interruption  this  volume  would  have  been  ready  for 
the  printer  before  the  close  of  the  year.    When  published  it 
should  worthily  initiate  an  important  series  of  volumes  in  the 
Society's  Collections.    The  work  of  calendaring  the  Draper 
mamiscripts  has  progressed  to  the  point  Avhere  the  calendar  of 
the  Kentucky  Series  is  ready  for  the  printer's  hand;  the  cal- 
endaring of  the  Clark  Series  is  almost  completed,  but  the  work 
of  putting  the  copy  in  shape  for  printing  still  remains  to  be 
done.    It  is  not  expected  that  either  tlie  calendars  or  the  Civil 
War  volume  will  be  printed  for  the  present.    Heady  also  for 
the  printer's  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  is 
Volume  II  of  the  Constitutional  Series.    At  the  time  of  writ- 
ing this  report  the  question  of  sending  this  volume  to  the  prin- 
ter is  dependent  upon  that  of  the  supply  of  paper  stock  avail- 
able.   Two  other  important  works  long  under  preparation  for 
the  Society  have  been  i;)ostponed,  apparently  indefinitely,  be- 
cause of  wartime  interruptions.    These  are  the  initial  volume 
of  the  Hollister  Pharmaceutical  Publications,  which  is  being 
edited  by  Dr.  Kremers  of  the  pliarmaceutical  department  of  the 
University,  and  i\[artha  Edwards'  study  of  relations  between 
the  government  and  the  Indian  with  respect  to  religious  and 
educational  matters,  whicli  was  expected  to  have  become  Vol- 
ume II  of  the  Society's  series  of  Studies. 


V    Special  War  History  Collection 

From  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  Europe  in  the  sunmier  of 
1914  the  several  departments  of  the  Society's  working  staff 
have  labored  to  the  limit  of  their  ingenuity  and  ability  to  col- 
lect for  x^ermanent  preservation  the  records  concerning  the  war 
that  were  being  currently  produced  and,  for  the  most  part, 

[  36  ] 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT 


currently  consigned  to  oblivion.  When  the  United  States  en- 
tered the  arena  of  warfare  it  became  obvious  that  some  special 
administrative  machinery  must  be  devised  if  the  work  of  col- 
lection of  war  materials  was  to  be  continued  on  anything  like 
an  adequate  scale.  Accordingly  the  matter  was  brouglit  to  the 
attention  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  and  early  in  the  year 
1918  Chairman  Swenson  responded  to  the  representations  that 
had  been  made  on  the  subject  by  appointing  a  war  liistory  com- 
mission of  the  State  Council  (composed  of  M.  M.  Quaife,  chair- 
man, Madison;  Wm.  ^Y.  Bartlett,  Eau  Claire;  Carl  Russell 
Fish,  Madison;  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Waukesha;  W.  N.  Parker, 
Madison;  A.  li.  Sanford,  La  Crosse;  and  Captain  H.  A.  Whip- 
ple, Waterloo),  charged  with  the  general  duty  of  seeing  that 
the  records  of  Wisconsin's  participation  in  the  Great  War 
were  gathered  for  permanent  preservation.  In  view  of  the 
nature  of  this  task  and  further  of  the  identity  of  personnel  as 
between  the  War  History  Commission  and  the  Society  (the 
Superintendent  being  tlie  chairman  of  the  commission  and  all 
its  members  but  one  being  j)rominently  identified.  Avith  the  His- 
torical Society)  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  the  Society  would 
cooperate  to  every  reasonable  extent  with  the  connnission  in 
the  prosecution  of  its  work.  The  plan  of  operations  adopted 
by  the  commission  contemplated  the  organization  of  war  his- 
tory committees  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  each  of 
which  should  undertake  to  collect  the  personal  and  other  rec- 
ords of  the  county's  participation  in  the  war,  the  courthouse 
or  some  centrally  located  library  being  made  tlie  depositor)-  of 
the  collection.  To  initiate  and  direct  the  county  organizations 
the  services  of  Dr.  Oliver  of  the  Society's  research  staff  were 
loaned  to  the  commission  for  a  period  of  several  moiitlis,  to- 
gether with  such  stenographic  and  other  assistance  as  was 
needed.  The  work  of  organization  was  pursued  with  vigor 
and  enthusiasm  by  Dr.  Oliver  during  the  spring  and  early 
summer,  ^vith  results,  on  the  wliole,  highly  gratifying  to  the 
commission.  Unfortunately  for  its  further  prosecution,  how- 
ever, Dr.  Oliver  resigned  in  August  to  enter  the  army  and  be- 
came henceforth  a  maker  rather  than  a  collector  of  war  rec- 
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ords.  To  the  present  time  (October  24)  no  successor  has  been 
provided,  the  work  of  central  supervision  being  carried  on  as 
far  as  jjracticable  by  the  Superintendent  from  the  Society's 
office  in  Madison.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  meamvhile, 
to  have  Mr.  A.  0.  Barton,  of  Madison,  take  np  the  work  begin- 
ning November  1.  Under  his  supervision  it  is  expected  the 
results  of  the  good  beginning  made  in  the  early  months  of  the 
commission's  activities  will  be  conserved  and  further  extended. 
"With  a  Adew  to  prosecuting  the  collection  of  historical  records 
and  war  museum  objects  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  the  com- 
mission has  invoked  the  approval  and  sujjport  of  the  State 
Council  of  Defense  and  of  the  Governor  that  funds  and  author- 
ity necessary  for  the  sending  of  an  agent  abroad  may  be  pro- 
vided. At  the  time  of  making  this  report  the  hearty  support 
of  State  Council  and  of  the  Governor  have  been  enlisted  for 
the  project.  Unless  the  federal  authorities  shall  withhold  con- 
sent it  seems  probable,  therefore,  that  the  mission  will  be  un- 
dertaken. 

Another  Avar  drive,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  the  Histori- 
cal Society  is  intimately  interested,  may  receive  appropriate 
mention  here.  The  field  of  European  history  is  assigned,  by 
mutual  agreement,  to  the  University  Library.  Because  of  its 
character  that  library  does  not  cultivate  any  particular  field  in- 
tensively, as  does  the  Historical  Library  the  relatively  lim- 
ited one  marked  out  for  it.  Hence,  if  there  was  to  be  assem- 
bled at  Madison  a  thoroughgoing  collection  of  materials  per- 
taining to  the  Great  War  on  otlier  than  its  American  side, 
some  special  proA^sion  for  its  upbuilding  was  required.  Such 
provision  was  made  by  the  University  early  in  the  year.  A 
special  appropriation  of  $5,000  annually  was  made  for  the  de- 
velopment of  a  war  collection  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Tilton,  formerly 
of  the  Historical  Library  staff  but  in  more  recent  years  of  the 
New  York  Public  Library  and  the  Library  of  Congress,  was 
engaged  as  curator.  Througli  the  special  committee  of  the 
University  (of  whicli  the  Superintendent  of  the  Society  was 
made  a  member)  the  combined  resources  of  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  University  and  of  the  Historical  Society  are  co- 
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ordinated  under  Dr.  Tilton's  oversight,  with  a  view  to  pro^ad- 
ing  on  the  European  side  of  the  war  a  collection  of  historical 
materials  comparable  to  that  wlvich  the  Society  is  developing 
in  the  American  field. 
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Statement  of  Conditiox  of  State  Historical  Society 
July  1,  1918 


Assets 
Cash 

Mortgages 
Real  Estate 
Photostat  Account 


Distributed  as  follows: 

General  and  Binding  Fund 
Antiquarian  Fund 
Draper  Fund 

Mary  M.  Adams  Art  Fund 
Anna  R.  Sheldon  Memorial  Fund 
Special  Book  Fund 
Hollister  Pharmaceutical  Fund 
Emily  House  Fund 
Reuben  G.  Thwaites  Fund 


1969.67 
116,900.00 
580.54 
1.012.29 

ni9,462.50 


$42,447.92 
25,000.77 
14,474.19 
6,2i3.96 
2,011.48 
1,215.71 
15,766.33 
603.34 
11,728.80 


Assets  July  1,  1917 
Increase 


$114,473.88 
4,988.62 

$119,462.50 


$119,462.50 


General  and  Binding  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 

Annual  dues 
14  Life  Membership  fees  . 
14  Sale  of  duplicates 
From  Thwaites'  portrait  Fund 
Miscellaneous 
Share  of  interest  . 


$414.50 
. 270.00 
179.13 
100.00 
9.00 
2.204.42 


$3,177.05 
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Treasurer,  Cr. 


Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Association 

^200. 00 

J.  Mayme  Dieruf,  stenographic  work 

10.00 

"Wells  Fargo  Co.,  express 

2.00 

Commercial  Camera  Co.,  photostat 

129.04 

Central  Wisconsin  Trust  Co.,  deposit  box 

10.00 

St.  Paul  taxes  .... 

12.99 

Buell  and  Lucas,  legal  services  . 

2,00 

G.  Banta  Pub.  Co.,  paper  and  printing  . 

1,082.15 

M.  M.  Quaife,  travel 

100.00 

M.  M.  Quaife,  miscellaneous  bills 

20.00 

Sweet-Wallach  Co.,  supplies 

200.00 

R.  C.  Nicodemus,  surety  bonds  . 

37.50 

L.  S.  Hanks,  salary 

500.00 

Boyd  &  Fichten  .... 

2.50 

Supt.  of  Public  Documents 

20.00 

University  Club,  annual  luncheon 

48.60 

J.  F.  Jameson,  books 

50.00 

R.  Kropf,  Executor  Helen  Mills  Estate  . 

316.60 

Feme  Congdon     .          .          .  . 

4.75 

Photoart  House,  supplies  . 

1.20 

Balance  to  Binding  Fund 

427.72 

$3,177.05 


General  and  Binding  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance  .... 
Transferred  from  income 

1918 

July  1    New  balance 


$42,020.20 
427.72 


$42,447.92 


Antiquarian  Fund 


Treasurer,  Dr. 

%  Annual  dues  . 

3^  Life  Membership  fees 

1^  Sale  of  duplicates 

Miscellaneous 

Share  of  interest  . 


$414.50 
270.00 
179.19 
2.50 
1,222.98 


Transferred  to  Antiquarian  Fund 


$2,089.1' 
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Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance    ....  ?22,911.60 
Transferred  from  income  .  2,089.17 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       .  .  .  $25,000.77 


Draper  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance    ....  $13,695.70 
Sale  of  duplicates  .  .  47.45 

Share  of  interest  .  .  731.04 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       ...  $14,474.19 


Mary  M.  Adams  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

\July  1    Balance    .  .  .  .  $5,946.56 

Share  of  interest  .  .  317.40 


Treasurer,  Cr. 
1917 

Aug.  1    Mary  Mears,  bas  relief  .  .  $50.00 

1918 

July  1    Balance    .  .  .  .   '  6,213.96 


$6,263.96 


$6,263.96 


Anna  R.  Sheldon  Memorial  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance    ....  $1,909.58 
Share  of  interest  .  .  101.90" 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       .  .  .  $2,011.48 
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HoLLiSTEu  Pharmaceutical  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance    .  .  .  .        '  ?14,967.40 

Share  of  interest  .  .  798.93 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       .  .  .  $15,766.33 


Emily  House  Fund 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1  '  Balance    .  .  .    "       .  572.66 

Share  of  interest  .  .  30.68 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       .  .  .  $603.34 


Reuben  G.  Thwaites  Bequest 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

July  1    Balance    ....  $11  >  1^4. 47 

Share  of  interest  .  .  594.33 


1918 

July  1    New  balance       .  .  .  $11,728.80 


Photostat  Account 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1917 

Sept.  5  Cash  ....  $14.61 
Dec.    3       "...  .  9-95 

1918 

May    7       "       •.  .  •  •       '  ^2.90 

Balance    .  .  .  -  1,012.29 


$1,049.75 


Treasurer.  Cr. 
1918 

May     9    Commercial  Camera  Co.,  photo- 
Stat     .  .  •  • 


$1,049.75 
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The  unusual  conditions  prevalent  throughout  the  country 
during  the  past  year  are  reflected  in  the  annual  reports  of  ac- 
ti\dties  of  the  several  local  societies.  "Whether  wisely  or  not, 
some  of  these  liave  suspended  activities  during  the  period  of 
the  war.  From  AValworth  County  no  report  has  been  re- 
ceived. Judge  Anderson,  of  Whitehall,  reports  that  war 
activities  have  practically  puslied  aside  all  others  during  the 
year.  No  meeting  since  the  annual  one  of  November,  1917,  has 
been  held,  and  none  will  be  held  this  year  except  for  the  an- 
imal election  of  officers.  Mr.  Pedrick,  of  Ripon,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
don,  of  Superior,  state  that  their  respective  societies  have  en- 
gaged in  no  organized  historical  activities  during  the  year. 
On  the  other  hand,  two  organizations,  the  Beloit .Historical  So- 
ciety and  the  Milwaukee  Old  Settlers'  Club,  have  affiliated  with 
the  parent  society  and  the  organization  of  one  or  more  new 
local  societies  has  been  more  or  less  actively  considered.  It 
seems  proper  to  call  attention,  in  this  connection,  to  the  crea- 
tion during  the  year,  under  the  guidance  of  the  W^isconsin  War 
History  Commission,  of  county  war  history  committees  in  all 
but  a  handful  of  the  seventy-one  counties  of  the  state.  These 
are  in  effect  county  history  societies,  although  they  have  been 
organized  for  a  special  purpose  and  presumably  for  a  limited 
period  of  time.  Many  of  them  have  done  and  are  continuing 
to  do  splendid  work.  It  seems  pertinent  to  consider  whether 
some  measure  should  not  be  instituted  looking  to  the  indefinite 
continuance,  in  the  local  historical  field,  of  the  work  of  these 
committees. 

BELOIT 

The  Bcloit  Historical  Society  has  recently  been  incorpor- 
ated and  has  taken  measures  to  affiliate  with  the  State  His- 
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torical  Society.  New  officers  Avill  soon  be  elected.  The  So- 
ciety uses  rooms  in  the  public  library,  which  are  opened  to  the 
public  on  Saturdays.  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Rau  is  custodian.  The 
policy  of  the  Society  heretofore  has  been  to  accept  contribu- 
tions only  as  loans  but  now  with  a  legal  status  gifts  ^vill  be 
sought.  The  Society  has  been  active  in  exhibiting  in  store 
windows  documents  and  historical  souvenirs  and  is  recognized 
as  a  valuable  public  institution.  AVith  new  purposes  and 
greater  opportunities  as  an  incorporation,  I  feel  certain  that 
the  Society  will  increase  its  usefulness. 

A.  F.  Ayer,  President. 

GREEN  BAY 

This  report  covers  the  activities  of  the  Green  Bay  Historical 
Society  for  two  years.    No  report  was  made  in  1917. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  December,  1916  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Kieb, 
chairman  of  the  Liberty  pole  committee,  reported  tliat  $325  had 
been  raised  for  the  pole  and  deposited  in  the  bank  at  three 
per  cent  interest,  and  that  because  of  the  excessively  high  price 
of  steel,  and  the  great  uncertainty  of  getting  a  steel  pole  at  any 
price,  the  committee  had  decided  to  do  nothing  further  for  the 
present.  The  action  of  the  committee  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Evans  then  read  a  ver}^  interesting  paper  prepared 
by  him  on  the  history  of  Fort  Howard  and  the  Frencli  and 
English  forts  which  preceded  it  on  tlie  same  site,  covering  the 
period  from  1721  to  the  fmal  destruction  of  old  Fort  Howard  in 
18G8  by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company.  Mr. 
Evans  was  also  appointed  by  the  President  to  draw  u])  resolu- 
tions on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Dorr  Clark,  Mrs.  Thomas  Joannes, 
and  Mr.  Cliarles  LeComte,  members  of  the  Society  who  liad 
passed  away  since  its  last  meeting. 

The  erection  of  a  monument  on  tlie  Library  grounds  as  a 
memorial  to  Father  Allouez  and  Nicliolas  Perrot,  botli  so 
closely  identified  with  the  early  liistory  of  Green  Bay,  has  long 
been  a  cherished  scheme  of  the  Society.    A  connnittee  had  pre- 
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viously  been  appointed  to  secure  designs  and  at  this  meeting 
submitted  two  plaster  casts,  consisting  each  of  a  group  of  three 
intended  to  represent  Father  Allouez,  Nicholas  Perrot,  and  an 
Indian,  one  the  work  of  Sidney  Bedore  and  the  other  of  Mrs. 
Katherine  Ingels,  both  students  of  Lorado  Taft.  Neither  de- 
sign was  entirely  satisfactory  so  the  committee  was  instructed 
to  secure  further  designs  and  ascertain  the  probable  cost. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  ]March  29,  1917,  at 
which  a  committee,  composed  of  the  President  and  Miss  Mar- 
tin, was  appointed  to  draw  up  and  report  resolutions  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Lawton,  a  charter  member  of  the  Society, 
who  died  March  8,  at  Nassau,  Bahama.  There  w^as  also  dis- 
cussion about  the  annual  pilgrimage  and  the  ever  perturbing 
question  of  finances,  but  nothing  defmite  was  decided  upon. 

The  effect  of  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  "World 
War  was  such  that  all  work  of  the  Society  was  suspended  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

On  !March  29,  1918,  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  the  Public 
Library,  officers  for  the  new  year  w^ere  elected  as  follows: 
Arthur  C.  Neville,  jjresident ;  Miss  Minnie  H.  Kelleher,  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  Wm.  Joannes,  treasurer. 

Five  new  members  were  admitted  to  the  Society  and  thirty 
dollars  Avas  appropriated  to  the  Museum  Board  to  aid  in  the 
purchase  of  new  cases. 

The  President  reported  that  the  funds  raised  for  the  Lib- 
erty pole  had  been  invested  by  him  with  the  consent  of  the 
committee  in  Liberty  bonds  registered  in  the  name  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  Mrs.  Wm.  Luckenbach  reported  for  the  Art  Club 
that  $100  raised  by  it  for  the  same  purpose  had  also  been  in- 
vested in  Liberty  bonds.  All  of  which  met  with  the  entire 
approval  of  the  meeting. 

It  was  also  decided  to  place  markers  indicating  interesting 
historic  places  along  the  lower  road  to  DePere,  the  signs  at 
present  to  be  painted  and  erected  on  posts  such  as  are  seen  in 
many  places  on  Eastern  roads.  Sufficient  appropriation  was 
made  for  the  purchase  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur C.  Neville,  Mr.  Wm.  Conway,  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Cooke  was 
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appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  matter  with  instructions  to 
proceed  \dih  the  work  at  once.  Although  no  report  has  been 
made  by  the  committee  it  might  be  well  to  state  here  that  the 
markers  have  been  erected.  The  road  which  has  now  been 
lined  with  trees  is  one  of  the  historical  roads  of  Wisconsin.  It 
is  the  old  post  road  from  Green  Bay  to  Milwankee,  l)uilt  in 
1824.  Along  its  course  are  the  sites  of  many  historical  places 
identified  with  the  early  days  of  Wisconsin.  The  first  sign  in- 
forms the  traveler  that  he  is  on  the  old  post  road ;  the  second 
indicates  the  site  of  Camp  Smith,  occupied  by  the  American 
troops  1820-22 ;  the  third,  the  site  of  the  first  court  house 
where  Judge  James  Duane  Doty  held  the  first  term  of  court 
in  Wisconsin,  and  where  Chief  Oshkosh  is  said  to  have  been 
tried  for  murder  1830;  the  fourth,  the  site  of  the  first  frame 
house  in  Wisconsin  built  by  Judge  Doty  in  1824,  and  afterward 
sold  to  the  government  and  used  for  many  years  as  the  Indian 
Agency. 

Mr.  Wm.  Conw^ay  of  the  State  Highway  Commission  then 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  ^'Wisconsin  Highways" — what 
was  being  done  for  their  improvement  and  maintenance;  the 
efforts  of  the  commission  to  improve  the  design  of  bridges ;  the 
designation  of  the  main  trunk  lines  by  distinguishing  signs; 
the  map  being  prepared  upon  which  historic  sites  would  be 
marked  by  a  star. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Cooke  aroused  a  new  interest  in  old  ^^Shanty- 
towTi"  (Allouez)  and  events  of  a  century  ago  in  a  talk  com- 
piled frojn  the  reminiscences  of  old  residents.  Mr.  Seliumacher 
spoke  of  the  discovery  of  the  site  and  part  of  the  foundation 
in  **Shantytown''  of  the  first  Catholic  church  built  in  the  state. 

Word  has  just  been  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Kieb,  now 
residing  in  Honolulu,  of  the  death  on  October  11  of  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Merrill,  pastor  of  St.  Elizabetli's  mission  for  Chinese 
and  Koreans  at  Honolulu.  Mr.  Merrill  was  well  known  in 
Green  Bay.  He  was  for  ten  ^''ears  gencu'al  missionary  at 
Oneida,  and  during  that  time  was  a  mcm1)er  of  tliis  Society  and 
contributed  much  historical  data  about  the  Oneida  Indians, 
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particularly  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  ''The  people  of  the 
Stone'' — the  Oneidas. 

Arthur  C.  Neville,  President, 

LAFAYETTE  COUNTY 

Owing  to  the  niimerons  calls  made  for  war  purposes  we  have 
not  asked  for  any  membership  dues  for  the  last  two  years. 
There  have  been  no  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  the 
same  officers  continue. 

We  are  crowded  for  room  and  cannot  make  the  display  we 
would  if  we  had  larger  quarters.  At  one  time  it  was  thought 
we  could  get  the  G.  A.  R.  room,  but  the  change  is  postponed 
for  the  present. 

Among  the  contributions  to  the  museum  and  the  library  are 
the  following: 

Identification  flag,  for  headquarters  of  165th  Artillery  Brig- 
ade, 90th  Division,  presented  by  Gen.  F.  C.  Marshall,  of  the 
regular  army.  General  Marshall  was  born  and  raised  in  this 
county. 

Duplicate  original  of  the  Seventeenth  Amendment  to  the 
United  States  Constitution.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  only 
one  in  existence,  aside  from  the  one  in  the  Department  of  State 
at  Washington.  This  was  contributed  by  Robert  F.  Rose, 
brother  of  D.  S.  Rose,  and  was  given  to  him  by  Wm.  J.  Bryan, 
to  whom  he  was  private  secretary. 

Docket  of  A.  J.  Side,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  county, 
from  1851  to  1906. 

A  dirk  knife  found  on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Hamilton,  at 
Wiota. 

A  large  clock  with  wooden  wheels,  with  a  fine  picture  of  John 
Brown  of  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  front  of  it.  The  donor  says 
the  picture  was  placed  there  a  short  time  before  the  Civil  AVar 
and  that  the  clock  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  years  old,  and 
is  in  perfect  running  order. 

Money  belt  worn  by  a  Forty-niner  on  his  return  from  Cah*- 
fornia,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  witli  100  oz.  of  gold. 
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Instrument  for  liackling  flax,  brought  from  IreLnnd. 

Mounted  deer  head,  oxshoe,  antique  wooden  hames  used  on 
liorses,  Swiss  marriage  certificate,  postcards  of  our  great  fire 
of  August  31,  surgical  appliances  used  by  Dr.  Hamilton, 
mounted  Chinese  Ring-necked  plieasant  reared  in  this  county, 
mounted  native  birds,  key  of  Libby  Prison,  carried  away  by 
an  escaping  prisoner,  and  numerous  other  articles. 

Framed  portrait  of  Horace  Woodworth,  a  former  Baptist 
minister  of  this  place;  and  of  Thomas  Jackson  a  resident  of 
the  county  from  1832  to  1915. 

Our  most  prized  possession  is-  fourteen  group  pictures  of 
our  young  soldier  boys. 

P.  H.  CoNLEY,  President. 

MANITOWOC  COUNTY 

The  Manitowoc  County  Historical  Society  has  held  no  regu- 
lar meetings  nor  has  any  business  been  transacted  during  the 
year.  However,  on  two  occasions  the  Society  fathered  gatli- 
erings  wdiich  afforded  opportunities  for  its  members  and 
others  to  meet.  One  was  the  lecture  given  by  Dr,  Alphonse 
Gehrend,  of  Cato,  upon  Indian  life  and  relics,  a  talk  based 
upon  his  observations  and  findings  in  recent  visits  to  Shawano 
County  reservations.  The  second  was  the  interesting  talk 
given  by  Lieut.  John  Falge  on  his  life  in  the  United  States 
imvy.  Lieut.  Falge  is  a  son  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Falge, 
one  of  the  leaders  in  all  Manitowoc  County  historical  affairs, 
whose  place  it  will  be  hard  to  fill.  At  his  death  he  was  the 
head  of  the  Manitowoc  County  AVar  History  Committee  and 
had  called  several  meetings  of  that  body,  while  stricken  with 
his  last  illness.  Almost  his  last  words  were  of  the  work  and 
duties  incumbent  upon  those  chosen  by  the  state  for  this  serv- 
ice, and  it  was  his  wish  that  Judge  Emil  l>aensch  should  con- 
tinue the  labors  begun  by  him. 

R.  G.  Plumb,  Secretary. 
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OLD  SETTLERS  CLUB  OF  MILWAUKEE  COUNTY 

The  Club  was  organized  in  1869  and  was  incorporated  in 
1887.  Its  fiscal  year  begins  February  22.  Its  officers  are 
elected  annually  except  the  historian,  who  is  elected  for  life. 
The  officers  for  the  current  ^^ear  are:  AVilliam  Ward  "Wight, 
president;  William  J.  Turner,  first  vice  president;  S.  A.  Eck- 
stein, second  vice  president;  George  W.  Young,  secretary- 
treasurer;  M.  A.  Boardman,  marshal;  Henry  W.  Bleyer,  his- 
torian. 

All  officers,  except  the  marshal,  are  ex  officio.  The  executive 
committee  consists,  in  addition  to  those  already  listed,  of  Con- 
rad Niederman,  S.  E.  Bell,  and  J.  H.  Manschot. 

The  Club  has  six  hundred  three  names  on  its  membership 
roll.  The  requirements  for  membership  are  that  the  applicant 
shall  be  at  least  forty  years  of  age  and  shall  have  resided  in 
Wisconsin  thirty-five  consecutive  years.  Wives  of  members  or 
of  deceased  members  may  be  elected  honorary  members  on  the 
same  conditions.  The  initiation  fee  for  full  members  is  $5  and 
the  dues  are  $5  per  annum. 

The  Club  has  a  library  of  some  five  hundred  volumes  Avhose 
contents  relate  principally  to  the  history  of  Milwaukee  and 
the  state.  It  also  has  a  considerable  museum  of  historical  rel- 
ics and  souvenirs. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Club,  as  reported  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  February  22,  1918,  was  "as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  22.  1917    .  .  ...  .  $4,147.27 

Receipts  from  all  sources  during  year  ending  Feb.  22,  1918      .  3,922.03 


Total  .......  $8,069.30 

Total  disbursements  during  j^ear  ending  Feb.  22,  1918  .  2,744.85 

$5,324.45 

Balance  in  bank   .  ,  .  .  .  $1,831.21 

Invested  in  bonds  .  .  .  .  3.493.24 

$5,324.45 

Geokge  W.  YouNCr,  Secretary. 
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SAUK  COUNTY 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  postponed  in  November 
because  of  influenza,  was  held  at  the  home  of  H.  E.  Cole,  on 
Friday  evening,  December  20.  On  account  of  the  rain  tlie  at- 
tendance was  not  large. 

The  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Alexander,  reported  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  .  .  .  .  .  .  $70.88 

IJues  .......  45.28 

Interest  on  the  W.  W.  Warner  bequest     ."  .  .  10.00 

$126.16 

DiSBUESEMENTS 

Liberty  bonds  purchased  .....  $100.00 
Expenses       .  .  .  .  .  ...  22.66 

$122.66 

Balance        .  .  .  .  .  .  .         *  $3.50 

All  of  the  officers  were  reelected,  as  follows:  H.  E,  Cole, 
Baraboo,  president;  Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Train,  Baraboo,  G.  J. 
Seamons,  Reedsburg,  E.  D.  Oclisncr,  Prairie  du  Sac,  vice  presi- 
dents; H.  K.  Page,  Baraboo,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  E.  V.  Alex- 
ander, Baraboo,  treasurer. 

M.  C.  Crandall,  T.  M.  Buckley,  Arthur  N.  Buckley,  Baraboo; 
and  0.  D.  Brandenburg,  Madison,  were  elected  members. 

The  care  of  the  Man  Mound  was  left  to  the  Man  Mound  com- 
mittee. During  the  past  season  the  vegetation  was  not  cut 
until  very  late.  In  the  future  the  ground  will  have  proper 
care. 

Two  short  papers  were  read.  The  flrst,  Newton  Clark,'' 
was  written  by  his  friend.  Attorney  Robert  X.  Warner,  Ever- 
ett, Washington,  and  read  by  M.  C.  Crandall;  the  second,  ^^Tlie 
Indictment  of  Abraham  Wood,"  was  presented  by  H.  E.  Cole. 
The  papers  will  be  published  later. 
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WAUKESHA  COUXTY 

Two  meetings  of  the  Society  were  held  during  the  year,  the 
twelfth  annual  meeting  (which  was  the  twenty-third  meeting 
held  by  tlie  Society),  on  May  4  at  Waukesha,  and  the  twenty- 
fourth  meeting  at  Pewaukee,  on  September  7. 

At  the  annual  meeting  Cliarles  D.  Simonds  was  elected  pres- 
ident and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were  reelected.  B.  G. 
Schneider  was  elected  vice  president  from  the  town  of  Merton, 
Clara  Barker  from  the  to^^^l  of  Brookfield,  Hugo  Ernst  from 
the  to^vIl  of  Oconomowoc,  and  Ida  Sherman  from  the  town  of 
Genesee.  All  other  vice  presidents  w^ere  reelected  and  also  the 
advisory  board. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Simonds  and  adopted  by  the 
Societ}^  directed  the  secretary  to  notify  the  president  of  the 
death  of  any  mem])er  of  the  Society  whereupon  the  president 
shall  appoint  a  committee  of  two  to  write  a  memorial  to  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting  and  preserved  in  the  records  of 
the  Society. 

Sixteen  members  were  elected. 

The  report  of  the  delegate  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  in  1917  was  read  and  accepted.  The  custo- 
dian, Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  reported  the  addition  of  three  hun- 
dred forty-six  objects  to  the  Society's  collection  during  the 
year.  A  vote  of  appreciation  was  given  Mr.  Lacher  for  his 
services  in  caring  for  the  collection  and  lie  was  made  perma- 
nent custodian  with  authority  to  appoint  an  assistant.  The  So- 
ciety decided  on  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Kartak  to  purchase  a 
fifty  doUar  Li])erty  bond  and  she  was  authorized  to  make  the 
jmrcliase.  The  importance  of  preserving  war  posters  was 
urged  by  ]\[rs.  H.  M.  Youiiians. 

In  an  interesting  and  valuable  paper  Mrs.  Willis  Tichenor 
told  of  Tlie  work  of  Waukesha  County  women  during  the  Civil 
War.  Mrs.  T^ouise  C.  William's  '^Recollections  of  War  Times 
in  Summit"  and  Miss  Adelia  Leavitt's  letter  telling  some  of 
her  experiences  as  a  hos])ital  nurse  were  read  by  ]\Iiss  ^lary 
Xewnham.    W.  0.  Greene,  superintendent  of  the  first  Soldiers' 
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Home  in  Milwaukee,  related  some  of  his  own  experiences  and 
those  of  his  wife,  who  was  the  first  matron  of  the  home. 

Mrs.  lone  Gove  Hawley  sang  the  Battle  IRann  of  the  Ee- 
public''  and  all  joined  in  singing  America. After  a  few 
words  of  thanks  to  the  members  and  the  people  of  Waukesha, 
the  retiring  president,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Edwards,  handed  our  his- 
toric gavel  to  the  new  president,  whose  first  use  of  it  was  to 
call  for  a  silent  tribute  to  our  soldiers.  The  meeting  closed 
with  the  singing  of  '^Auld  Lang  S^me." 

.  At  the  twenty-fourth  meeting  of  the  Society  at  Pewaukee, 
September  7,  after  the  singing  of  one  verse  of  America''  and 
the  Canadian  loyalty  song,  a  letter  of  greeting  from  the  presi- 
dent, who  w^as  unavoidably  absent,  was  read  by  the  presiding 
officer,  Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Lacher.  Mrs.  H.  B.  Edwards  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  advisory  board  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mrs.  Virginia  Alden  Brewster.  Before  reading  his 
^'Boyhood  Memories  of  the  Civil  War,''  Mr.  H.  M.  Youmans 
made  an  urgent  plea  in  behalf  of  the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  war 
bond  sale,  asking  members  and  guests  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  promote  its  success. 

After  the  reading  of  the  paper  all  present  joined  in  singing 
'*0n  Wisconsin."  Mrs.  Ola  Clark  Anderson  read  a  paper  on 
**Early  Days  in  Pewaukee,"  and  was  presented,  by  request  of 
the  president,  with  an  old  deed  to  Chaunecy  Simonds  signed  by 
her  grandfather,  Asa  Clark,  and  his  wife.  All  three  were  pio- 
neers of  AVaukesha  County.  Letters  were  read  from  Dan 
Camp  and  Nelson  C.  Hawks,  of  California,  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Sel- 
lers, of  Big  Bend,  daughter  of  a  Oivil  War  soldier. 

Mr.  Lacher  made  a  plea  for  additions  to  the  Society's  col- 
lection. The  assistant  custodian,  Mr.  John  Ross,  gave  an  in- 
teresting talk  on  old  times  in  and  around  Pewaukee.  This  was 
followed  by  ^'Auld  Lang  Syne"  which  is  a  part  of  the  pro- 
gram of  all  our  meetings. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  the  'SStar  Spangled  Banner," 
sung  by  Mr.  R.  Bliese.  All  papors  writt(Mi  for  this  Society  are 
published  in  the  Waukeslia  Freeman. 

Julia  A.  Lapiiam,  Secretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SIXTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL 

MEETING 


BUSINESS  SESSION 

Tlie  sixty-seventii  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin  was  Iield  in  the  Society  Staff  Room, 
Thursday,  October  23,  1919,  beginning  at  Uvo  o'clock  P.  M., 
the  meeting  being  called  to  order  by  President  Coffm. 

Present:  Easmus  B.  Anderson;  William  J.  Anderson;  E.  Bailey;  E.  A. 
Barnes;  A.  0.  Barton;  C.  E.  Buell;  Henry  C.  Campbell;  Chr.  A.  Christiansen; 
Victor  Collin;  William  K.  Coffin;  il.  E.  Cole;  C.  E.  Fish;  A.  S.  Flint;  L.  S.  Hanlcs; 
H.  E.  Holand;  David  G.  James;  Burr  W.  Jones;  P.  B.  Knox;  Edward  Kremers; 
G.  A.  Ivuechenmeister;  J.  H.  A.  Lacher;  P.  V.  Lawson;  C.  B.  Lester;  John  Luch- 
singer;  J.  G.  D.  Mack;  H.  A.  Miner;  W.  A.  P.  Morris;  A.  C.  Neville;  F.  W. 
Oakley;  B.  L,  Parker;  J.  B.  Parkinson;  F.  L.  Paxson;  M.  M.  Quaite;  A.  H.  San- 
ford;  W.  A.  Scott;  E.  G.  Siebecker;  W.  M.  Smith;  II.  S.  Sta£ford ;  E.  B.  Steens- 
land;  E.  Ear  Stevens;  John  Strange;  Edwin  Sumner;  Mrs.  Homer  Sylvester; 
C.  II.  Vilas;  William  F.  Whyte;  Mrs.  Nettie  Wright— 4G. 

No  objections  being  raised,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  1918  were  dispensed  with,  as  these  have 
already  been  jDrinted  and  sent  out  to  members. 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

The  President  called  for  the  reports  of  officers.  Superin- 
tendent Quaife  presented  an  oral  report  on  behalf  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee.  On  motion  of  Fatlier  Knox,  seconded  and 
unanimously  carried,  tlie  report  Avas  approved  and  ordered 
placed  on  file  (see  post  26  for  text). 

Mr.  Morris  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1919.  It  Avas  moved  ])y  Judge 
Luchsiuger,  seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  that  the  re- 
port be  accepted  and  placed  on  file  (see  post  27  for  text). 
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Mr.  Quaife  stated  that  reports  had  been  received  from  the 
following  auxiliary  societies:  Beloit;  Green  Bay;  Lafayette 
County;  Manitowoc  County;  Milwaukee  Old  Settlers'  Club; 
Ripon;  Superior;  Trempealeau  County;  Waukesha  County. 
Only  two  societies  (Sauk  County  and  Walworth  County)  had 
failed  to  report.  Mr.  Quaife  asked  that  the  Society  accept  the 
reports  and  move  that  they  be  printed,  together  wdth  the  re- 
ports of  the  societies  which  have  not  as  yet  been  received. 
Father  Knox  moved  that  tlie  reports  be  received  and  placed 
on  file  and  printed  with  those  which  may  come  in  later.  Sec- 
onded and  unanimously  carried. 

ELECTION  OF  CURATORS 

Father  Knox  presented  the  following  slate  of  twelve 
nominees  for  the  term  exi^iring  with  the  annual  meeting  in 
1922,  and  one  nominee  for  the  unexpired  term  created  by  the 
death  of  Frederic  K.  Conover,  and  moved  their  election  by  the 
Society.  Seconded  by  Prof.  Anderson.  Hans  A-  Anderson, 
Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Carl  Russell  Fish,  Howard  Greene, 
John  L.  (jlrindell,  William  A.  P.  Morris,  Samuel  H.  Pedrick, 
Albert  H.  Sanford,  Robert  G.  Siebecker,  John  M.  Whitehead, 
William  F.  Whyte,  John  B.  AVinslow.  For  the  unexpired  term 
ending  with  the  annual  meeting  of  1920,  ci'eated  by  the  death 
of  Frederic  K.  Conover:  Henry  E.  Knapp,  Menomonie. 

Mr.  Lawson  presented  the  following  list  of  nominees  for 
the  Board  of  Curators  and  moved  that  a  coinmittee  consisting 
of  Judge  Stevens,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Strange  be  appointed 
to  considin-  the  nominations.  Seconded  by  Mr.  Neville.  Wil- 
liam L.  Davis,  Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Hjalmar  R.  Holand, 
Henry  A.  ]\Iiner,  William  A.  P.  Morris,  Samuel  M.  Pedrick, 
Winfred  T.  Root,  Albert  H.  Schubert,  John  Schuette,  Robert 
G.  Siebecker,  Ilavlor  L.  Skavlem,  John  L.  Sturtevant,  George 
A.  West.  For  tlie  unexpired  term  ending  with  the  annual 
meeting  of  1920,  created  by  the  death  of  Frederic  K.  Conover : 
0.  D.  l^randenburg. 
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On  call  of  the  President  for  other  nominees,  Professor  Mack 
nominated  Major  David  Atwood  of  Janesville.  Professor  Pax- 
son  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  cliair 
to  consider  the  list  of  nominees  presented.  Mr.  Lawson's  mo- 
tion was  rnled  ont  of  order,  and  Professor  Paxson's  motion, 
on  vote,  was  adopted.  President  Coffm  appointed  H.  Eu 
Cole,  C.  B.  Lester,  and  B.  L.  Parker  as  members  of  the  nomi- 
nating comnnttee.  Judge  Stevens  stated  tliat  the  Advisory 
Committee  had  devoted  mnch  tliought  to  the  problem  of  nomi- 
nating curators  and  moved  the  members  of  this  committee 
should  explain  to  the  nominating  committee  their  reasons  for 
nominating  each  j)erson  on  the  list  submitted  by  them.  Pro- 
fessor Anderson  moved  an  amendment  to  the  motion  to  the 
effect  that  the  members  of  tlie  Advisory  Committee  meet  with 
the  nominating  committee.  Mr.  Lawson  and  Mr.  Strange  ob- 
jected to  this  procedure,  and  the  President  asked  the  nom- 
inating committee  to  retire  and  draw  ui)  a  slate  of  candidates 
from  the  lists  presented. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  CONOVER 

While  awaiting  tlie  report  of  the  nominating  committee 
Judge  Siebecker  addressed  tlie  meeting,  stating  that  he  wished 
formally  to  call  attention  to  tJie  death  of  Frederic  K.  Conover, 
one  of  the  oldest  members  and  curators  of  the  Society.  Judge 
Siebecker  offered  as  a  tril)ute  to  Mr.  Conover  the  following 
]'esolution,  which  he  moved  ])e  made  a  record  of  the  meeting. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  SUite  llistoricnl  Society  there  has  passed  from  our 
midst  Frederic  K.  Conover,  who  for  many  years  had  been  a  member  of  this  Society 
and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  one  of  its  must  prominent  curators.  To 
his  industry  and  ^ood  judgment  we  owe  in  hirge  part  our  present  constitution 
and  by-laws.  His  interest  in  the  Society  never  abated  and  was  frequently  mani- 
fested Quiet  in  tastes  and  manner,  lie  yet  possessed  the  courage  of  his  convictions 
to  ai^prove  what  was  right  and  oppose  wliat  was  wrong  or  injurious.  To  those  of 
us  who  were  intimate  witii  him  he  was  greatly  beloved  and  few  who  have  gone 
before  or  who  shall  hereafter  follow  him  will  be  so  greatly  missed. 
■  J^csohah  unanimously  that  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  enter  u,H,n  tho^  Society  s 
records  this  brief  mem'orial  of  our  respect  and  affection  for  1  redenc  K.  Conover 
and  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  members  of  his  family. 
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Mr.  Lawson  stated  that  as  an  old  schoolmate  of  Mr.  Conover 
he  desired  to  second  the  motion.    Unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Christiansen  stated  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  his  copy  of  the  publications  of  the  Society  to  the  local 
high  school,  and  that  the  jnipils  take  a  remarkable  interest  in 
them.  He  tliought  some  method  should  be  devised  wliereby 
high  schools  throughout  tlie  state  might  be  made  members  of 
the  Society,  in  order  that  its  publications  might  be  made  avail- 
able to  their  pupils.  Professor  Paxson  moved  that  inquiry  be 
instituted  with  reference  to  the  practicability  of  such  distribu- 
tion of  the  publications  of  the  Society  and  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Connnittee  of  the  Society  for  action. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Christiansen  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  report  of  the  nominating  committee  being  in  order, 
Chairman  Cole,  before  presenting  the  list  of  nominees,  stated 
that  the  committee  judged  it  wise  in  order  to  avoid  con- 
troversy in  the  future  that  names  of  nominees  be  presented  to 
some  nominating  committee  for  consideration  in  advance  of 
the  meeting.  The  reconnnendation  of  the  nominating  commit- 
tee was  then  read,  and  Mr.  Cole  moved  that  it  be  accepted. 
Tiie  motion  was  carried,  Mr.  Lawson  voting  in  the  negative. 
Following  are  the  curators  elected:  For  the  three-year  term 
expiring  Avith  the  annual  meeting  of  1922 :  Hans  A.  Anderson, 
Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Carl  Eussell  Fish,  Howard  Greene, 
John  L.  Grindell,  William  A.  P.  Morris,  Samuel  M.  Pedrick, 
Albert  H.  Sanford,  Robert  G.  Siebecker,  John  M.  AATiitehead, 
William  F.  Whyte,  John  B.  AVinslow;  for  the  unexpired  term 
ending  with  the  annual  meeting  in  1920,  created  by  the  death 
of  Frederic  K.  Conover:  Henry  E.  I^app. 

Colonel  William  J.  Anderson  informed  the  Society  that  one 
of  its  curators,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Campbell,  assistant  editor  of 
the  Milwaukee  Journal,  liad  recently  been  created  a  Chevalier 
of  the  French  Legion  of  Honor  by  the  French  government. 
This  honor  was  conferred  on  Mr.  Campbell  chiefly  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  historical  research  covering  the  period  of  the 
French  regime  in  the  Northwest.    The  meeting"  expressed  its 
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appreciation  of  the  signal  honor  accorded  Mr.  Campbell  by_ 
hearty  applause. 

Judge  Stevens  moved,  in  response  to  the  advice  of  the  nom- 
inating committee,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed 
to  consider,  and  if  in  their  judgment  it  seems  feasible,  to  put 
into  operation  some  plan  whereby  each  member  of  the  Society 
may  nominate  anyone  whom  he  sees  fit  for  curator ;  and  tliat 
some  committee  be  directed  to  consider  all  nominations  and 
report  its  judgment  as  to  who  should  be  nominated  at  the 
annual  meeting.  Seconded.  Mr.  LaAvson  moved  an  amendment, 
to  Judge  Stevens'  motion  to  the  effect  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair  to  devise  a  j)lan  for  an  all-state  repre- 
sentation on  the  Board  of  Curators.  The  amendment  was  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Strange  and,  being  put  to  vote,  w^as  lost.  The 
original  motion  w^as  then  put  and  carried,  Mr.  Law^son  voting 
in  the  negative. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS 

Mr.  Law^son  stated  that  there  are  many  historic  spots 
around  the  state  wdiich  would  be  deeded  to  the  Society  if  it 
were  laiowm  that  tlie  Society  is  interested  in  o^Miing  them; 
that  these  spots  should  be  marked  with  tablets  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  significance  of  the  location;  further,  that  the  money 
needed  for  the  purchase  of  such  can  easily  be  raised  in  the 
localities  immediately  concerned.  He  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  Society  should  manifest  an  interest  in  marking  his- 
toric sites  in  Wisconsin  and  sliould  push  action  in  the  matter. 
Upon  discussion  Judge  Stevens  moved  tliat  a  special  commit- 
tee of  tliree  be  appointed  by  the  Oiair  to  consider  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  Mr.  Lawson,  to  investigate  Avays  and  means, 
and  to  report  tliereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society.  The 
motion  w^as  seconded  and  unanimously  carried.  The  PrjQsident 
appointed  to  membership  on  tliis  connnittee  P.  V.  Law^son, 
chairman,  M^essrs.  Iloland  and  ^lack. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange  the  Society  stood  adjourned. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Executive  Connuittee  was  called 
to  order  by  President  Coffin  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Society.  - 

Present:  Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Victor  Coffin,  William  K.  Coffin,  Cole, 
Fish,  Hanks,  Knox,  Lacher,  Luchsinger,  ]\rack,  Morris,  I'arker,  Parkinson,  Paxson. 
Quaife,  Sanford,  Scott,  Siebecker,  Steeusland,  Stevens,  and  Strange — 22. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  dispensed 
with. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  MORRIS 

Mr.  Quaife  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Morris, 
who  had  been  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Society  for  thirteen  years,  had  resigned,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Morris : 

Madison,  Wisconsin, 
October  16,  1919. 

Dr.  M.  ^[.  Quaife, 

Superintendent  State  Historical  Society, 
Madisou,  Wisconsin. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

Owing  to  my  advanced  years  and  my  impaired  hearing,  T  have  felt  for  some  time 
that  some  younger  person  should  act  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  and 
hence  as  member  of  the  Advisory  Conmiittee. 

T  therefore  now  resign  as  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  take  effect  as  of  the 
23rd  inst.,  thus  providing  opportunity  for  selection  of  someone  in  my  place  at  the 
coming  meeting  of  the  curators. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

W.  A.  P.  Morris. 

With  reference  to  tliis  communication  Judge  Luchsinger 
moved  that  a  statement  by  tlie  Executive  Committee  formally 
recording  its  sense  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Morris'  long  service  to 
the  Society,  given  without  pay  freely  and  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  and  of  its  appreciation  of  this  service  be  spread  upon 
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the  minutes  of  this  meeting.  Seconded  and  unanimously  car- 
ried. 

REQUEST  FOR  DRAPER  MANUSCRIPTS 

Mr.  Quaife  made  a  statement  to  the  committee  concerning 
the  request  of  John  T.  Moore  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  with 
reference  to  the  delivery  to  the  state  of  Tennessee  of  certain 
papers  from  the  Draper  Collection  of  manuscripts  owned  by 
the  Society.  A  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  matter  had 
been  presented  to  the  curators  individually  by  letter  by  the 
Superintendent  in  August,  1919.  Upon  discussion  being  had, 
it  was  moved  by  Professor  Paxson  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee direct  the  Superintendent  to  inform  Mr.  Moore  that  the 
committee  stands  ready  to  receive  and  examine  any  request 
made  in  writing  for  such  specific  papers  as  tlie  spokesman  for 
the  state  of  Tennessee  considers  that  connnonwealth  entitled 
to.  Seconded  by  Mr.  Lacher,  and  carried  unanimously. 

HENRY  p.  HAMILTON  BEQUEST 

Mr.  Quaife  called  attention  to  the  bequest  of  Henry  P.  Ham- 
ilton to  the  Society,  stating  the  conditions  subject  to  which  it 
had  been  made,  and  the  action  now  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
the  Society  in  compliance  witli  these  conditions.  To  this  end 
he  offered  the  following  resolution,  whicli  on  motion  by  Judge 
Luchsinger,  duly  seconded,  w^as  unanimously  voted: 

W^IIEREAS,  Mr.  Henry  P.  Hamilton,  late  of  Two  Eivcrs,  Wisconsin,  has  be- 
queathed to  the  State  Historical  Society  his  large  and  valuable  collection  of  native 
copper  implements  and  other  archeological  specimens, 

AND  WHEREAS,  this  bequest  to  the  State  Historical  Society  is  made  subject 
to  certain  conditions  as  set  forth  in  Item  III  of  the  will  of  Henry  P.  Hamilton, 
executed  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  June  ]1,  ]919,  a  copy  of  which  will  has  been  sup- 
plied to  the  State  IHstorical  Society  by  the  legal  representative  of  the  estate, 
Item  III  of  which  is  as  follows: 

ITEM  III 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  my  collection  of  prehistoric 
Indian  implements  and  ornaments  of  copper  and  stone  upon  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

1.  The  collection  shall  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  curators  of 
the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin;  shall  be  installed  in  a  suitable  public 
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building  and  in  a  couvenieut  place  therein  for  the  public  exhibition  thereof;  it 
shall  be  kept  together  .as  a  unit  and  separate  and  apart  from  other  collections  of 
the  same  or  a  similar  nature;  and  shall  be  guarded  against  theft  or  damage  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  property  in  charge  of  said  Society  is  protected  against  such 
loss. 

2.  Neither  the  whole  nor  any  part  of  said  collection  shall  be  sold  or  perma- 
nently removed  from  the  state  of  Wisconsin  and  shall  remain  intact  as  a  whole 
except  that  the  original  collection  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  thereto  of  such 
specimens  as  in  the  judgment  of  said  curators  will  serve  to  make  the  collection 
more  complete. 

3.  The  collection  shall  be  placed  and  exhibited  in  suitable  standard  high-grade 
display  cases  of  plate  glass  construction,  with  frames  of  wood  or  steel,  and  on  each 
shall  be  placed  a  metal  or  other  suitable  and  durable  plate  on  which  shall  be  en- 
graved : 

The  Henry  P.  Hamilton  Collection 
of  Prehistoric  Implements  of 
Stone  and  Copper 

Donated  — —  ' 
(Insert  year  of  donation) 

4.  Suitable  copies  of  the  original  record  books  kept  by  said  testator  shall  be 
provided  and  the  sam,e  shall  be  available  to  visitors  and  students  of  archaeology, 
under  proper  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  curators.  So  far  as  practicable  the 
individual  number  of  each  specimen  placed  thereon  shall  be  preserved  and  main- 
tained and  displayed  face  up. 

5.  Witiiin  one  year  after  the  delivery  of  said  collection  to  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin  the  curators  thereof  shall  cause  to  be  prepared  and  delivered 
to  the  State  Historical  Society  outline  drawings  of  the  principal  relics  in  said  col- 
lection and  such  drawings  shall  be  carefully  preserved  in  fire-proof  vault  or  com- 
partment and  at  least  once  each  year  all  specimens  of  which  drawings  shall  have 
been  made  shall  be  checked  up  with  such  drawings  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
that  the  collection  is  complete. 

6.  Upon  the  delivery  of  said  collection  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  said  state  or  the  curators  thereof  shall  give  a  receipt  to  the 
executors  named  in  tliis  will  for  such  collection,  in  which  receipt  shall  bo  recited 
the  conditions  imposed  upon  said  gift  as  herein  i^et  forth  and  an  agreement  that 
such  conditions  will  be  observed  to  the  full  intent  and  spirit  thereof. 

7.  The  State  of  Wisconsin  shall  make  suitable  provision  for  tlie  housing  and 
exhibiting  of  said  collection,  for  the  upkeep  thereof  and  for  making  such  additions 
thereto  as  said  curators  sliall  dt-em  proper  and  suita])lc. 

Negotiations  are  now  pending  for  the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  of  the 
collection  of  stone  and  copper  implements  mentioned  in  this  item  of  my  will  and 
if  the  transfer  thereof  shall  be  completed  during  my  lifetime,  then  such  transfer 
shall  be  taken  and  considered  as  full  satisfaction  of  the  beqiiest  contained  in  this 
third  item  of  my  will. 

Therefore  he  it  Eesolved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Jlistorieal  So- 
ciety of  Wisconsin,  that  it  accepts  with  pleasure  on  behalf  of  the  Society  the 
splendid  gift  of  Air.  Hamilton  and  that  the  Society,  agrees  to  fulfill  the  conditions 
set  forth  in  Item  III  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  will  in  tendering  the  bequest  to  the  Society. 

Eesolved  further,  tliat  tlie  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Soci.;-ty  bo  aiitliorized  and 
directed  whenever  the  said  collci:tion  shall  have  been  delivered  into  the  custody 
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of  the  State  Historical  Society  to  give  a  receipt  tlierefor  in  accordance,  with  para- 
graph 6,  Item  III  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  will. 

Eesolved  fv.rther,  that  the  Superintendent  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to  ad- 
dress to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Mr.  Hamilton  a  suitable  acknowledgment  of  his 
generous  bequest  to  it. 

THE  GEORGE  B.  BURROWS  ESTATE 

Mr.  Quaife  informed  the  committee  that  important  develop- 
ments had  taken  place  during  the  year  with  reference  to  the 
George  B.  Burrows  estate,  and  that  Burr  AV.  Jones,  the  So- 
ciety's attorney  in  connection  with  the  legal  settlement  of  the 
estate,  was  present  for  tlie  purpose  of  informing  the  connnit- 
tee  concerning  these  developments.  Mr.  Jones  thereupon  made 
a  detailed  statement  to  the  conmiittee  about  the  present  legal 
status  of  the  estate  and  concerning  the  action  taken  during 
the  year  by  the  Advisory  Committee  in  the  premises.  Mr. 
Morris  introduced  in  this  connection  the  following  resolution 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  standing  vote  of  twenty 
to  nothing: 

WHEEEAS,  it  has  been  deemed  essential  for  the  protectiori  of  the  interests  of 
the  State  Historical  Society  to  compromise  and  adjust  the  claim  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  George  T.  Burrows,  and  to  that  end  the  attorney  having  in  charge  the  liti- 
gation in  connection  therewith  has  with  the  advice  and  approval  of  members  of  this 
Society  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars  to  procure  from 
Mrs.  Celeste  Burrows,  the  widow  of  the  said  George  B.  Burrows,  a  full  and  entire 
release  of  the  claim  which  she  made  for  the  whole  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
George  B.  Burrows,  and  it  becomes  necessary  fortliwith  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  sum  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars,  therefore, 

Besolved,  that  the  treasurer  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to  provide  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars  and  such  further 
sum  by  way  of  interest  as  may  be  required  to  bo  paid  thereon,  and  if  necessary 
50  to  do,  that  the  said  treasurer  make  sale  and  disposition  of  the  securities  now  in 
his  hands  as  such  treasurer  to  the  amount  required. 

Fiesolvcd  further, -that  to  accomplish  this  end  the  amount  of  money  so  used  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  be  borrowed  temporarily  from  any  special  fund  or  funds 
belonging  to  this  Society  and  the  sum  so  borrowed  transferred  to  the  account  of 
the  general  and  binding  fund  and  the  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars  and  interest, 
if  any,  be  thereupon  paid  out  of  said  general  and  binding  fund;  and  that  when 
and  as  soon  as  moneys  properly  applicable  thereto  are  received  by  said  Society,  the 
same  be  paid  as  and  when  received  towards  the  restoring  to  said  funds  from  which 
moneys  aforesaid  have  been  borrowed  the  full  amount  of  the  sum  so  borrowed  with 
interest  thereon  at  six  per  cent  (G'^/c)  per  annum  from  the  date  on  which  moneys 
are  taken  from  said  funds  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

Father  Knox  reported  on  behalf  of  the  Advisory  Connnit- 
tee,  including  i]i  his  report  remarks  concerning  the  activities 
of  the  AVar  History  Connnittee  of  the  State  Council  of  De- 
fense; the  activity  of  Mr.  T3udgeon  abroad  in  collecting  for 
the  Society;  action  taken  by  the  Advisory  Committee  in  con- 
nection vdih  the  Burrows  estate,  the  Mills  property,  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Moore  of  Tennessee  for  portions  of  the  Draper 
Manuscript  Collection,  the  acquisition  of  the  Hamilton  Col- 
lection, and  budget  affairs.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  sec- 
onded and  unanimously  carried,  the  report  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  was  accepted.  ' 

Professor  Fish  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Archives  Com- 
mittee Mr.  Blegen's  Report  on  the  Public  Archives  as  the  re- 
port of  the  connnittee.  On  motion  by  Professor  Paxson,  sec- 
onded and  unaniinously  carried,  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  accepted  and  the  committee  ordered  continued. 

Mr.  Lacher,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  membership,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

Your  committee  on  membersliip,  created  by  the  curators  at  the  annual  meeting 
held  in  October,  ]91S,  inaii<]:iirat^d  a  campaign  consisting  of  form  letters  to  mem- 
bers, nominees,  and  likely  prospects. 

In  November,  1918,  tlie  first  form  letter  was  sent  to  some  five  hundred  members 
of  the  Society  most  likely  to  bring  results  (I). 

On  December  10,  1918,  a  follow-up  letter  was  sent  to  the  same  members  (II). 

Wherever  members  made  nominations,  form  letter  (III)  was  sent  to  the  nominee, 
invitin«^  him  to  join  the  Society,  while  the  nomination  by  the  member  was  ac- 
knowledged. 

In  all  cases  Avliere  members  sent  in  memberships,  form  letter  (IV)  was  sent  to 
the  new  members,  and  acknowledgment  made  to  members  sending  in  membership. 

April,  1919:  Form  letter  V  sent  to  100  Episcopal  clcrg^-men  in  Wisconsin. 

May,  1919:  Form  letter  V  sent  to  140  teachers  and  princii)als  in  Wisi.-onsin. 

October,  1919:  Form  letter  V  sent  to  150  Methodist  clergymen  in  Wisconsin. 

Should  it  be  your  pleasure  to  continue  this  campaign  for  new  members,  it  is 
proposed  to  send  form  letter  V  to  all  lawyers,  doctors,  clergymen  of  all  denomina- 
tions, and  other  persons  in  Wisconsin  who  would  become  worthy  nu'mbers  of  the 
Society. 

Two  hundred  and  five  new  members  joiiuHl  the  Society  since  our  last  annual 
meeting.  Your  committee  cannot  determine  how  nuiuy  of  these  joined  as  a  result 
of  thc''})!an  inaugurated  by  them.  The  experience  of  the  i)ast  year  has  shown, 
however,  that  many  worthy  persons  would  gladly  beconu)  nuunbers  if  given  the 
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opportunity.    If  increased  membership  is  desirable,  it  seems  to  your  committee  that 
the  object  can  only  be  attained  by  a  dignified,  systematic  effort. 
Copies  of  form  letters  are  attached  hereto.'^ 

On  motion  of  Father  Knox,  seconded  and  unanimously  car- 
ried, tlie  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  placed  on  file,  and 
the  activities  of  the  committee  were  ordered  continued. 

ELECTION  OF  NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Superintendent  presented  for  the  committee's  consid- 
eration a  list  of  those  who  during  the  year  have  signified  their 
desire  to  join  the  Society.  On  motion  by  Professor  Paxson 
the  oral  reading  of  the  list  was  dispensed  with  and  the  per- 
sons included  therein  were  unanimously  elected  members  of 
the  Society.    The  list  follows: 

LIFE 

Chicago,  111. — Dr.  Norton  W.  Jipson,  Gilbert  L.  Lacher. 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba — Sidney  E.  Lang. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. — Kev.  C.  O.  Solberg. 

Algoraa — Kev.  Harry  W.  Blackman.  » 

Baraboo — Gritli  Gattiker,  Luise  Gattiker. 

Columbus — Frederick  A.  Chadbourn. 

Eau  Claire — Louise  Sehlegelmilch. 

Fond  du  Lac — William  li.  Rueping. 

Grand  Rapids — Franklin  J.  Wood. 

Janesvillc — F.  F.  Lewis. 

La  Crosse — Karl  Kurtenacker. 

Madison — John  F.  Baker,  Warren  J.  Mead,  Benjamin  W.  Snow,  George  AVagner, 

R,  11.  Whitbeck,  Alexander  Wiuchell. 
Milwaukee — Asher  B.  Nicliols,  Jr.,  Vvllliam  O.  Goodrich,  Fred  S.  Hunt,  W.  G. 

Hyde,  Ludington  I'atton,  Louis  Van  Ess. 
Alineral  Point — William  P.  Gundry. 
Monroe — Frank  B.  Luclisinger,  W.  II.  McGratli. 
Neenah — Frank  Sensenbronner. 
Oshkosh — Nathan  Paine,  O.  T.  Waite. 
Pigeon  Falls— B.  M.  Sletteland. 
Plymouth— Otto  Gaffron. 
Shorewood — Arthur  N.  Blanchard. 

Sturgeon  Bay— Dr.  G.  R.  Egeland,  Henry  Fetyer,  W.  E.  Wagener. 
Superior— W.  W.  Strickland. 
Wa u w at osa — Jul i a       i n br en ner . 
West  Bend — George  B.  Rusco. 

^  These  are  entered  in  the  otricial  manuscript  record  book  of  the  Society,  but 
their  reprinting  here  has  not  been  deemed  necessary. 

[  21  ] 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


ANNUAL 

Hollywood,  Calif. — John  A.  Week. 
Chicago,  111. — Marrietta  Sisson. 
Waukon,  Iowa — A.  Ai.  May. 
Easton,  Md. — Andrew  A,  Hathaway. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. — H.  L.  Cooper. 
Detroit,  Mich.— Otto  II.  Lacher. 
Ely,  Minn. — J.  D.  Conan. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — E.  J.  Diekelmann,  William  H.  Killen. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.— Colin  W.  Wright. 
Huron,  S.  D. — Norman  T.  Lund. 
Albany — Grace  L,  Blackford. 
Algoma — Ernest  Bruenmicr. 

Appleton— A.  O.  Ilecht,  Paul  G.  W.  Keller,  J.  B.  McLaren,  William  H.  Byan. 

Arkansaw — Eev.  Joseph  AUard. 

Beaver  Dam — Thomas  S.  Johnson. 

Beloit— Dr.  Wilbur  G.  Melaas. 

Benton — B.  P.  Larkin. 

Berlin— T.  W.  Hamilton. 

Black  Elver  Falls— Eev.  Floyd  B.  Harding. 

Bruce — Louis  E.  Knudson,  Arnold  G.  Krause. 

Burlington — Louis  PI.  Eohr. 

Cambridge — Alvin  E.  Amundson,  K.  K.  Amundson,  Casper  Bagley,  Louis  C. 
Banker,  Carlisle  E.  Clark,  O.  H.  Hanson,  F.  P.  Henning,  Christopher  Legreid, 
A.  F.  Olson,  E.  N.  Potter. 
Chippewa  Falls — Eev.  F.  P.  O.  Eeed,  Mrs.  Leslie  Willson.  * 
Clinton — Oscar  B.  Duxstad,  C.  K.  Newhouse,  John  Peterson. 
Coloma — Arthur  Dietz,  F.  Neil  Gibson. 
Columbus — A.  H.  Whitney. 
Darlington — 11.  II.  Wright. 

Eau  Claire — Charles  J.  Brewer,  Joseph  C.  Culver,  Lelon  A.  Doolittle,  Edward 

Hutchens,  Carl  G.  Johnson,  A.  O.  Kromrey,  Fredi'ik  L.  Tronsdal. 
Ellsworth — Agnes  L.  Holdahl. 
Elkhorn— W.  C.  Norton. 

Ephraim — Olive  M.  Anderson,  E.  Helgeson,  Q.  M.  Olson,  C.  S.  Smith,  Everett  M. 

Valentine. 
Fennimore — H,  E.  Eoethe. 
Fond  du  Lac — A.  J.  Pullcn. 
Glenwood  City— Eev,  Arthur  D.  Willett. 
Honey  Creek — W.  E.  Eabcock. 
Hudson — Lynn  H.  Ashley,  Joseph  Yoerg. 
Jacksonport — Eev.  Joseph  Jameson. 
Juneau — Prof.  Elmer  E.  Bohnert. 

La  Crospe— C.  L.  Baldwin,  Herman  O.  Klein,  Thos.  Morris,  Frank  H.  Scofield, 

Frank  Winter. 
MacFarland— Kev.  E.  0.  Brandt. 

Madison — W.  J.  Anderson,  Eoscoe  A.  Barnes,  Ernest  F.  Bean,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Blaine, 
John  Callahan,  Francis  A.  Cannon,  C.  W.  Davis,  John  E.  Doyle,  Eev.  H.  G. 
Goodsell,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Greeley,  Frank  W.  Hall,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Loomis,  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Morgan,  Eev.  J.  C.  Morris,  W.  A.  Oppel,  J.  B.  Overton,  Eev.  D.  A. 
Eicliardson,  Wm.  Eyan,  Harrison  A.  Smith,  Yoyta  Wrabctz. 
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Marshfield— Rev.  H.  A.  Link. 

Milwaukee — \V.  S.  Caswell,  Henry  K.  Cowen,  J.  II.  Daggett,  Wm.  H.  Edwards, 
H.  A.  Hartman,  E.  P.  Nemmers,  W.  E.  Jillson,  John  Joys,  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Chester  Rohn,  E.  P.  Sherry,  Thomas  Scholl,  A.  2\I.  Simons,  Rt.  Rov.  W.  W. 
Webb,  Joseph  E.  Wildish. 

Montfort — Mrs.  Homer  Sylvester. 

Neillsville — Rev.  L.  B.  Colman. 

New  London — Rev.  P.  S.  Dayton. 

Oconomowoc — Mrs.  Frederick  Rogers. 

Oshkosh — Arthur  James. 

Phillips — Asa  K.  Owen. 

Plymouth — Henry  Krumrey. 

Platteville— Rev.  R.  A.  Chase,  John  L.  Grindell. 

Prairie  du  Sac — Mrs.  Anna  G.  Gasser,  Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Kcysar. 

Racine— T.  M.  Beck,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Crosby,  Leslie  M.  Fowler,  E.  B.  Hand,  Dr.  J.  S. 
Keech,  Thos.  Kearney  Jr.,  Louis  H.  Mickelsen,  John  W.  Owen,  Dr.  Francis  J, 
Pope,  Arthur  J.  Porter,  Fulton  Thompson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Wooster. 

Radisson — William  N.  Clark. 

Ehinelander — C.  P.  Crosby. 

Ripen — Rev.  G.  C.  Story. 

River  Falls — Lincoln  H.  Parker. 

Rochester — Ida  L.  Ela. 

Rosendale — A.  L.  McClelland, 

Sheboygan — C.  E.  Broughton,  F.  S.  Morris,  Wm.  J.  Rietow. 
Shullsburg — A.  F.  Gratiot,  Edward  Hancock  Sr.,  Charles  J.  Sarff. 
South  Milwaukee — Rev.  Ivor  G.  Hyndman. 
Stevens  Point — Martha  G.  Week. 

Sturgeon  Bay— H.  L.  Peterson,  Dr.  T.  C.  Proctor,  H.  E.  Stedman 
Superior — Charles  Wickstrom. 
Two  Rivers — John  F.  Conant. 

Watertown — Charles  E.  Frey,  James  F.  Prentiss,  Max  Rohr. 

Waukesha — R.  L.  Benjamin,  John  Brehm,  Dr.  Grove  Harkness,  M.  A.  Jacobson, 

C.  A.  Nehs,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Nelson,  G.  W.  Norris. 
Wausau— W.  H.  Bissell. 
Wautoma— E.  F.  Kileen. 
\Vliitefish  Bay — Edward  Deschamps. 
Winneconne — Frederick  Klaus,  Jr. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Cole  of  Baraboo  nominated  Mrs.  Edith  M.  von 
Wald  of  Madison  to  membersliip  in  the  Society.  On  motion 
by  Judge  Stevens,  seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  Mrs. 
von  Wald  was  elected  to  membership. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS 

Mr.  Quaife  read  the  names  of  the  retiring  officers.  Father 
Knox,  as  chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  presented  the 
nominations  of  that  committee  for  the  offices  in  question.  On 
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motion  of  Father  Knox,  seconded  'and  nnanimoiisly  carried, 
the  following  persons  were  elected  for  the  three-year  term 
ending  ^^^tll  the  annual  meeting  of  1922:  President:  E.  Eay 
Stevens,  Madison.  Vice  Presidents:  H.  E.  Cole,  Baraboo; 
John  Lnchsinger,  Monroe;  Most  Reverend  S.  G.  Messmer,  Mil- 
waukee; Frederic  L.  Paxson,  Madison;  Robert  G.  Siebecker, 
Madison  ;  John  B.  Winslow,  Madison.  Treasurer:  L.  S.  Hanks, 
Madison. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS 

Mr.  Morris  stated  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  treasurer 
does  most  of  the  actual  work  of  the  Finance  Committee,  he 
should  be  made  a  member  and  chairman  ex  officio  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  that  this  could  be  effected  by  slightly  changing 
two  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Society.  To  this  end  he  offered  the 
following  resolution,  with  the  motion  that  it  be  adopted: 

Hesolved,  that  Section  4  of  the  by-laT;vs  of  this  Society  be  amended  as  follows, 
to  v,-jt :  "By  adding  after  the  words  'tlie  committee  on  finance'  the  words  'of 
whom  the  treasurer  shall  be  one  and  ex  officio  chairman,'  and  by  striking  out  from 
the  second  paragraph  of  section  10  the  words  'with  the  treasurer.'  " 

Upon  discussion  Professor  Paxson  moved  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Advisory  Committee,  to  be  reported  upon 
at  tlie  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Connnittee.  Seconded 
and  imanimously  carried. 

Professor  Paxson  moved  that  his  resolution  made  in  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  dis- 
tributing the  publications  of  the  Society  to  high  schools 
throughout  tlie.  state  be  referred  to  the  Advisory  Committee. 
Seconded  and  unanimously  carried. 

Professor  Paxson  moved  tliat  Judge  Stevens'  resolution 
voted  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Society,  with  reference  to 
the  manner  of  electing  curators,  be  referred  to  the  Advisory 
Committee.  Seconded  and  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Quaife  stated  tliat  the  Advisory  Conmiittee  at  its  budg- 
etary meeting  in  July  had  considered  the  (question  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  services  of  night  watcliman  and  liad  voted 
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that  tlie  matter  be  referred  to  tlic  Executive  Committee  for 
decision.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  seconded  and  carried,  the 
committee  voted  that  a  suitable  vratchman's  clock  with  keys 
to  the  different  rooms  of  the  Library  building  be  purchased, 
and  the  services  of  the  watchman  be  retained. 
President  Coffin  presented  the  following  letter: 

Madison,  Wisconsin, 

October  22,  1919. 

Hon.  William  K.  Coffin,  President, 

State  Ilistorieal  Society  of  Wisconsin. 
My  Dear  Sir: 

The  increasing  activities  of  the  Society  and  the  prospect  of  their  further  devel- 
opment in  the  near  future  suggest  the  reorganization  of  the  administration  of  the 
Society. 

Should  the  Executive  Committee  deem  it  advisable  to  make  provision  for  em- 
phasizing our  research  and  publication  work  by  creating  an  editorial  division,  I 
should  recommend  such  reorganization  and  welcome  the  opportunity  to  occupy  the 
position  thus  created. 

Very  truly  yours, 

[Signed]  •     M.  M.  Quaife, 

Superintendent. 

On  motion  of  Father  Knox,  seconded  by  Judge  Siebecker 
and  carried  by  a  vote  of  15-0,  the  following  resolution,  intro- 
duced by  Father  Knox,  was  adopted: 

Eesolved,  that  the  plan  to  develop  more  fully  the  publication  and  research  work 
of  the  State  Historical  Society,  as  recommended  by  the  secretary  in  his  annual 
report  for  the  executive  committee,  be  approved;  and 

Be  it  further  liesolvcd,  That  an  editor  be  appointed  who  shall,  with  the  approval 
of  the  superintendent  and  the  Advisory  Committee,  plan,  supervise,  and  execute  the 
research  work  and  publications  of  the  Society^  together  with  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  assigned  to  him;  and 

Be  it  further  Ilcsolved,  that  Superintendent  2^1.  M.  Quaife  be  appointed  editor, 
vvith  an  initial  salary  of  $3,500,  such  appointment  to  become  effective  upon  the  in- 
stallation of  his  successor  as  superintendent. 

Father  Knox  also  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which,  upon  his  motion  duly  seconded,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  tliat  the  president  of  the  State  Historical  Society  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  curators,  of  which  he  shall  be  a  member, 
to  nominate  a  superintendent  to  succeed  the  present  incumbent. 

No  further  business  appearing,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Strange 
the  meeting  adjourned. 
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EEPOET  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

The  financial  features  of  the  report  pertain  to  the  fiscal 
year  of  the  Society  wliich  ended  June  30,  1919.  In  other  re- 
spects the  report  deals  \vith  the  operations  of  the  Society  for 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1919. 


I    SOME  GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

The  year  has  witnessed  the  prosecution  by  the  Society,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense,  of  a  war 
history  drive  of  unprecedented  vigor  and  magnitude.  The 
private  funds  of  the  Society  amount  to  $123,730.08.  The  an- 
nual state  appropriation  is  $63,200,  an  increase  of  $2,220  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  membership  of  the  Society  is 
879,  the  largest  figure  in  many  years  if  not  indeed  in  its  his- 
tory. The  library  has  435,882  titles.  The  increase  for  the  year 
is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  13,339  titles.  The 
year's  increase  in  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  is  likewise 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  1,262.  The  newspaper 
division  totals  27,975  bound  volumes.  The  work  of  the  Mem- 
bership Committee  has  been  attended  with  marked  success. 
Tlie  state  legislature,  after  a  thoroughgoing  survey  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Society,  returned  a  report  highly  flattering, 
to  it.  Death  has  removed  two  curators  of  long  standing, 
Frederic  K.  Conovcr  of  Madison  and  Benjamin  F.  McMillan 
of  McMillan.  The  higli  cost  of  living  affects  seriously  the  ade- 
quacy of  the  Society's  financial  support.  This  aside;  the  So- 
ciety emerges  from  the  world  war  in  a  highly  prosperous  con- 
dition and  with  all  omens  indicative  of  a  career  of  gratifying 
progress  during  the  years  immediately  before  us. 


[26] 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMIT  FEE 


II    FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


STATE  AI'PROPRIATIONS 

The  year  under  review  is  the  second  of  the  fiscal  bienniuni 
which  ended  June  30,  1919.  For  the  supx)ort  of  the  Society  the 
state  legiskiture  of  1917  appropriated  $60,980  a  year  during 
the  biennium.  This  total  sum  is  made  up  of  three  separate 
appropriations  under  the  several  iieads  of  operation  ($52,000), 
property  repairs  and  upkeep  ($780),  and  books,  furniture, 
and  permanent  accessions  ($8,200).  The  following  statement 
summarizes  tlie  operation  of  the  funds  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1919: 

OPERATION 


RECEIPTS 


Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  ],  1918' 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1919 

From  University  of  Wisconsin,  balance  due  on  joint  account 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries  and  services 
Supplies 
Travel 

Printing  and  illustration 
Binding 
Repairs       .  . 
Books  and  furniture 
Freiglit  and  drayage 
Express 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Insurance 

Postage         .        ■  . 

Total  .  .  .  .  • 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1919 

MAINTENANCE 

RECEIPTS 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Trca^iry,  July  1,  191S 
State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1019 


$45,530.97 
1,180.33 
697.05 
2,2'74.67 
142.49 
75.00 
21.00 
60.30 
100.00 
1.60 
2,430.90 
877.25 


$5,487.91 
52,000.00 
1,661.24 


$59,149.15 


$53,397.56 
.5,751,59 

$59,149.15 


$120.15 
780.00 

$900.15 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Property  repairs        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  859.49 

Balance,  June  30,  1919         ......  $40.66 

CAPITAL 

RECEIPTS 

Unexpended  balance  in  State  Treasury,  July  1,  1918  .  .  $215.90 

State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  30,  1919  .  .  8,200,00 

$8,415.90 

mSBUESEMENTS 

Books,  periodicals,  furniture,  and  museum  exhibits  .  .  7,568.34 

Balance  on  hand,  June  30,  1919        .  .  .  .  .  $847.56' 

For  the  biennmm  beginning  July  1,  1919,  the  legislature  of 
1919  made  the  following  annual  approj)riations :  for  opera- 
tion, $54,000;  for  property  maintenance,  $1,000;  for  capital 
(books,  etc.),  $8,200.  Adding  to  these  sums  the  balances  avail- 
able from  last  year's  operations,  the  Society  began  the  year 
now  current  witli  the  following  sums  at  its  disposal:  for  oper- 
ation (new  appropriation,  $54,000;  balance  from  old  appro- 
priation, $5,751.59;  due  from  University  on  joint  account, 
$482.49)  $60,234.08;  for  property  maintenance,  $1,040.66;  for 
capital  account,  $9,047.56. 

PRIVATE  FUNDS 

For  a  statement  of  the  origin,  source  of  income,  and  pur- 
pose of  the  several  private  funds  of  the  Society  reference  is 
made  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Society.  Tlie  con- 
dition of  these  funds  as  of  June  30,  1919,  together  with  the 
similar  data  for  tlie  preceding  year,  may  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing tabular  statement: 


[28] 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


General  and  Binding 

Antiquarian 

Draper 

Adams 

Sheldon 

Hollister 

Thwaites 

House 

Special  Book 

Moran 

Institutional 


Fund 


Amount 
July  1, 1918 
$42,447.92 


Increase 


June  30,  1919 


Amount 


$42,447.92 
27,187.56 
15,132.32 
6,490.90 
1,950.82 
16,431.28 
11,788.42 


25,000.77 
14,474.19 
6,213.90 
2,011.48 
15,766.33 
11,728.80 
603.34 
1,215.71 


$2,186.79 


658.13 
276.94 
*60.66 
664.95 
59.62 
26.81 


630.15 
1215.71 


410.00 
45.00 


410.00 


45.00 


$119,462.50 


$123,730.08 


*Decrease. 


The  General  and  Binding  continues  as  in  recent  years  to  be 
the  principal  working  fund  of  the  Society.  The  income  of  the 
Thwaites  and  the  Antiquarian  funds  might  be  levied  upon 
with  almost  equal  facilit}^,  but  the  necessity  for  doing  so  to 
any  considerable  extent  has  not  arisen.  The  House,  Special 
Book,  and  Moran  funds  are  of  temporary  character  only,  their 
spending  awaiting  only  a  convenient  opportunity.  On  July  1, 
1919,  the  private  funds  of  the  Society  totaled  $123,730.08,  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  $1,267.58. 

During  the  year  the  Society  entered  i-nto  an  agreement  with 
the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  of  Madison  (the  two  organizations  being  joint 
owners  of  the  Mills  homestead)  whereby  the  latter  is  allowed 
the  free  use  of  the  premises  for  a  term  of  years  on  considera- 
tion that  it  be  res]3onsiblc  for  the  maintenance  charges 
thereon.  With  respect  to  the  Burrows  estate,  an  agreement 
was  reached  with  the  widow  of  George  T.  Burrows  as  a  result 
of  which  she  waives  all  objection  to  tlie  dissolution  of  the 
trusteeship,  and  tlie  question  of  dissolving  or  continuing  the 
trust  is  now  before  the  court  for  determination.  •  The  official 
valuation  of  the  estate  at  latest  report  was  $381,000. 
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III    THE  LIBRARY 

THE  STAFF 

Tlie  preceding  report  noted  a  somewliat  abnormal  situation 
with  respect  to  changes  in  the  Library  staff.  Witli  the  coming 
of  peace  there  has  been  a  return  to  more  normal  conditions 
with  respect  to  duration  of  service  of  employees  of  the  So- 
ciety. Contrary  to  general  expectation,  however,  the  cost  of 
living  did  not  fall  with  the  cessation  of  warfare.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  continued  to  mount  with  steadfast  perseverance. 
Consequently,  the  problem  of  employees  of  the  Society  of  liv- 
ing on  the  salaries  which  the  state  permits  it  to  pay  them  is 
probably  more  pressing  than  ever  before.  For  the  biennium 
recently  entered  upon  the  state  legislature  has  increased  the 
Society's  annual  support,  and  it  in  turn  has  increased  the  pay 
of  many  of  its  workers;  but  these  increases  have  been  but 
modest,  by  no  means  keex^hig  pace  with  the  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living.  AVith  salary  increases  in  recent  years,  as  with 
Alice  in  AVonderland,  '^you  have  to  go  fast  in  order  to  stay 
where  you  are."  Less  fortunate  than  most  workers,  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Soeict}'  have  not  been  able,  in  s])ite  of  the  in- 
creases that  liave  been  made,  to  stay  where  they  were  a  few 
years  ago.  It  seems  to  be  generally  agreed  that  the  increase 
in  liviiig  costs  over  the  five-year  period  beginning  with  the 
out])reak  of  the  p]uroi:>ean  "War  in  the  summer  of  1914  has 
been  at  least  one  hundred  per  cent.  It  seems  evident,  further, 
that  many  groups. of  workers  liave  received  salary  or  wage  in- 
creases during  tliis  i)eriod  of  approximately  one  hundred  i3er 
cent.  Conceding  tliat  these  statements  as  to  living  costs  and 
wage  increases  only  approximate  the  facts,  we  compare  the 
present  pay  of  our  employees  with  that  received  five  years 
ago..  Twenty-one  "i)resent  members  of  tlie  staff  Avere  on  the 
Society  pay  roll  in  July,  1914.  Many  of  them  are  young  work- 
ers whose  pay  would  have  ])een  increased  from  time  to  time 
regardless  of  any  change  in  general  living  conditions.  In  rank 
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they  range  from  housemaids  and  janitors  to  the  Superin- 
tendent. The  aggregate  salary  of  these  twenty-one  workers 
was  $23,220  at  the  earlier  date ;  at  present  it  is  $28,7GS.  The 
increase,  therefore,  for  the  five-year  period  amounts  to  .238 
per  cent. 

The  last  annual  report  noted  the  vacancy  created  by  the 
resignation  of  Bertha  Davis,  Superintendent's  secretary,  to 
enter  upon  Red  Cross  service  in  France.  Her  place  has  been 
filled  during  most  of  the  year  now  under  review^  by  Georgia 
Grover  and,  more  recently,  jointly  by  Miss  Grover  and  Miss 
Edna  Jacobson;  both  are  students  in  the  University  and  work 
for  the  Society  on  a  part-time  basis.  At  the  close  of  1918 
Genevieve  Doming  resigned  her  position  in  the  Order  Division, 
and  her  place  has  since  been  filled  by  Dorothy  Park.  In 
September,  1918  Mable  AYeaks,  in  recent  years  chief  of  the 
Manuscript  Division,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  to  engage 
in  war  work.  Some  time  later  she  definitely  resigned  her  posi- 
tion with  the  Society,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mrs.  Kate  Levi,  who  had  been  temporarily  sup- 
plying Miss  "Weaks'  place  as  chief  of  the  Manuscript  Di^dsion. 
Mrs.  Levi  had  previously  been  in  temporary  charge  of  the 
Newspaper  Division  during  the  six  months'  absence  of  Miss 
Beecroft,  from  ]\Lay  to  October,  1918.  In  November,  1918  A. 
0.  Barton  assumed  the  work  of  director  of  the  Wisconsin 
War  History  Committee  to  succeed  Dr.  Oliver  who  resigned 
in  August  to  enlist  in  the  army.  Mr.  Barton  was  engaged  only 
until  July  1,  1919,  since  it  was  expected  tliat  the  state  legisla- 
ture would  make  permanent  i3rovisioTi  for  the  work  l)y  tliat 
time.  In  fact,  his  service  with  the  Society  terminated  at  the 
close  of  July  instead  of  the  close  of  June.  Just  at  the  close  of 
the  year  under  review  Miss  Foster,  chief  of  the  Reference 
Division  of  the  Lil)rary,  entered  upon  a  six  months'  leave  of 
absence  with  the  purpose  of  undertaking  a  tour  of  the  Orient. 
In  her  place  ^lyra  Harker  of  ]\radison  has  been  engaged  as 
substitute.  Finally,  ])r.  ]\rartlia  Edwards  l^iegan  work  in  July 
on  a  temporary  appointment  as  research  assistant  to  carry  to 
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completion  lier  study  of  government  patronage  of  Indian  mis- 
sions, whicli  tlie  Society  expects  ultimately  to  publish. 

Tlie  composition  of  the  caretakers'  staff  continues  to  man- 
ifest but  little  change.  Because  of  ill  health  Carrie  Pieh  re- 
signed as  housemaid  in  September,  1919.  Due  to  the  decision 
of  the  University  to  install  self-locking  coat  racks  in  the  cloak- 
rooms and  thus  dispense  with  the  cloakroom  service  (the  cost 
of  Avhich  has  always  been  borne  by  the  University),  the  ser- 
vices of  George  Noyes  and  A.  J.  Brabant,  attendants  in  the 
men's  cloakroom,  and  of  Ida  Steffen  and  Grace  Thompson,  at- 
tendants in  the  women's  cloakroom,  were  terminated  at  the 
close  of  the  191 9  summer  session  of  the  University. 

THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

In  the  preceding  report  figures  and  comment  were  pre- 
sented designed  to  show  the  decrease  over  a  term  of  years  of 
the  Society's  book  aiDpropriation  when  measured  in  terms  of 
purchasing  power.  The  present  report  records  a  gratifying 
increase  in  sum  total  of  titles  accessioned,  but  the  need  for  a 
reasonable  increase  in  the  book  appropriation  still  remains. 
Two  items  seem  worthy  of  record  in  this  connection :  notwith- 
standing the  decreased  purchasing  power  of  the  book  appro- 
iniation  both  the  total  number  of  accessions  and  the  number 
of  volumes  of  newspapers  added  are  the  greatest  for  any 
year  in  the  Society's  history.  In  the  six-year  period  of  the 
present  superintendency  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  .258  per  cent  and  in  the  Library  as  a 
whole  (exclusive  of  nmseum  and  manuscripts  for  which  pre- 
cise figures  are  not  available)  of  .196  per  cent.  The  figures 
which  folloAV  sunnnarize  the  growth  of  the  year  and  present 
comparative  statistics  for  tlie  years  1918  and  1919: 
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STATISTICS  OF  ACCESSIONS 


Books  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 

Books  by  gift  ..... 

Total  books  .... 
Pamphlets  by  purchase  (including  exchanges) 
Pamphlets  by  gift  . 

Pamphlets  made  from  newspaper   clippings  (pur- 
chase) .... 
Total  pamphlets  .... 
Bound  volumes  of  nevrspapers  by  purchase  (includ- 
ing exchanges).     (Periodicals,  indexes,  and 
other  publications  kept  in  newspaper  depart- 
ment are  counted  with  the  newspaper  volumes) 
Bound  volumes  of  newspapers  by  gift 
Total  newspaper  volumes 

Total  accession  of  titles  (excluding  en- 
gravings, photograps,  and  maps) 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  purchase  (in-' 

eluding  exchanges)  .... 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  gift 

Total  engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  . 
Present  estimated  strength  of  the  Library: 
Books  and  newspapers  . 
Pamphlets      .  .  .  .  . 

Total   number   of    titles    (books,  news- 
papers, and  pamphlets) 


1,883 
2,352 

485 
7,192 

225 


648 
614 


351 
2,466 


4,235 


7,902 


1,262 


2,817 


13,3l>9 


212,275 
223,607 

435,882 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  191S  AND 


Total  accessions  (books,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers) 
Percentage  of  gifts  in  accessions 
Percentage  of  purchases  (including  exchanges) 
Books  by  gift  (including  duplicates) 
Pamphlets  by  gift  (including  duplicates) 
Newspapers  by  gift  (including  duplicates)  ^ 
Engravings,  photographs,  and  maps  by  gift  (includ 

ing  duplicates) 
Total  gifts  (including  duplicates  which  are  not  ac 

cessioned)  .... 
Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  duplicates 
Percentage  of  gifts  that  were  accessions 


1919 

1918 
12,619 
79 
21 
4,595 
11,137 
588 

3,124 

19,444 
39 
61 


1930 
13,399 
76 
24 
3,494 
12,625 
656 


20,521 
38 
62 


NEWSPAPlin^  DIVISION 

During  the  year  1,2G2  bound  volumes  of  nev.'spapers  have 
been  added  to  the  Library,  597  of  wliicli  Avere  presented  by  the 
publishers  or  others;  GG5  volunios  Avere  purchased.  Tlie  total 
strength  of  the  XeAvspaper  Division  on  October  1,  1919  Avas 
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27,975  volumes'.  By  classes,  there  were  8,913  volumes  of  Wis-- 
consin  papers,  10,918  volumes  of  non-Wisconsin  papers,  3,027 
volumes  of  trade  and  labor  journals,  420  newspaper  indexes, 
and  10,918  volumes  of  miscellaneous  character.  The  follow-* 
ing  figures  with  respect  to  classilication  of  the  contents  of  the 
Newspaper  Division  on  other  grounds  may  be  of  interest: 
There  are  25,433  volumes  of  American  newspapers;  1,517 
volumes  of  English  papers;  605  volumes  of  foreign  papers 
(other  than  English) ;  and  420  index  volumes.  Four  hundred 
lifteen  volumes  of  American  jjapers  are  of  earlier  date  than 
1800,  and  409  more  fall  within  the  years  1801-20.  Of  the  Eng- 
lish papers,  208  volumes  fall  Avithin  the  years  1656-1800,  and 
53  volumes  from  1801-20.  Thus,  the  great  portion  of  the  So- 
ciety's collection  belongs  to  the  century  which  began  with. 
1821.  Yet  the  best  informed  authority  in  the  country  on  early 
American  newspapers  recently  gave  the  opinion  informally 
that  if  the  year  1800  be  taken  as  a  closing  date,  this  Society's 
collection  of  American  newspapers  ranks  fourth,  and  if  the 
year  1820  be  taken,  third  in  importance  among  'existing  col- 
lections. 

During  the  year  584  newsj^apers  were  currently  received 
for  preservation,  293  of  them  being  from  Wisconsin,  199  from 
without  the  state,  and  92  trade  and  labor  or  miscellaneous  in 
character. 

Acquisitions  of  noncurrent  hies  of  papers  have  been  numer- 
ous and  important:  particularly  notable  have  been  the  ac- 
quisitions of  photostatic  copies  of  files,  the  originals  of  which 
can  never  in  the  nature  of  the  case  be  procured  by  this  Societ}'. 
In  the  lists  l^ielow  of  the  more  important  of  these  noncurrent 
files  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year  attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  data  provided  are  incomplete  and  aim 


*Tliis  statement  excludes  from  considercation  a  large  number  of  duplicate 
newspaper  files  on  hand:  also  a  considerable  quantity  of  unbound  papers  and 
of  bound  volumes  purchased  durine:  the  year  which  are  awaitins:  rebinding 
before  being  accessioned.  Figures  for  these  will  appear  in  the  statistics  for 
next  year. 
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merely  to  indicate  as  accurately  as  may  be  done  in  very  brief 
compass  the  files  acquired: 

Boston  Gazette  (photostat  copies),  1719-36. 
New  York  Gazette  (photostat  copies),  1726-32. 
Boston  News  Letter  (photostat  copies),  1733-40. 
Newport  Mercury  (photostat  copies),  1758-62. 
Pennsylvania  Gazette,  1766-69. 
London  Chronicle,  1771. 

Lexington  Kentucky  Gazette  (photostat  copies),  1787-91. 
Georgetown  Federal  Kepnulicnn  and  Commercial  Gazette,  1812-13. 
Detroit  Gazette  (photostat  copies),  1817-19. 

Baltimore  Federal  Eepuhlican  and  Baltimore  Telegraph,  1817-21. 
Washington  Eepuhlican,  1S23. 

Frederick  (Md.)  Political  Intelligencer  or  Mepublican  Gazette,  1825-26. 

Washington  JS ational  Journal,  1826-30. 

Washington  United  States  Telegraph,  1827-29;  1833-37. 

Cincinnati  Liber  I  y  Hall  and  Cincinnati  Gazette,  1829-30. 

Boston  Courier,  1829-34. 

Columbus  Ohio  State  Journal  and  Columbus  Gazette,  1831. 
Baltimore  Commercial  Chronicle  and  Daily  Marylander,  1831. 
New  York  Nciu  Yorker,  1834-38. 
Washington  Globe,  1835. 
Charleston  Mercury,  1835-36;  1841-42. 
Lexington  (Ky.)  Intelligencer,  1835;  1837-39. 
.  Milledgcville  (Ga.)  Journal,  1836. 
Detroit  Daily  xldvertiser,  1840-42. 
Vicksburg  Daily  IHiig,  1840-41. 
New  York  Mirror,  1842. 
Washington  Umo/i,  1843-50;  1853-58. 
New  Orleans,  Price  Current,  1845-46;  1853-57. 
New  York  Cultivator,  1846. 
St.  Louis  Price  Current,  1856-57. 
New  York  Tribune,  1857-60. 

Beaver  Dam  (Wis.)  Dodge  County  Citizen,  1858-59. 
Atchison  (Kans.)  Freedom's  Champion,  1858-92. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  1860-62;  1866-73;  1893-94;  1896-97;  1899-1900;  1905. 
New  York  Progress,  1902-10. 
London  Graphic,  1905-06. 


MAP,  MANUSCRIPT,  AND  ILLUSTRATION  DIVISION 

The  statY  of  tliis  division  has  changed  completely  witliin  a 
year,  Miss  AYeaks,  the  chief,  having  given  place  to  aAIrs.  Levi, 
and  Miss  Congdon,  cataloguer  and  room  attendant,  to  Miss 
Parkhill,  a  student  in  the  University,  wlio  works  on  part-time 
basis  only.  Notwitlistaiiding  these  changes,  it  is  believed  the 
division  is  being  administered  with  its  customary  efficiency. 
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Altliougli  few  unusual  acquisitions  were  made  by  this  divi- 
sion of  the  Library  during  the  year,  the  steady  iniioAV  of  man- 
uscripts and  pictures  noted  in  the  preceding  report  still  con- 
tinues. Tliis  gratifying  condition  is  due  apparently  to  two 
factors :  The  administration  is  vigilant  in  locating  and  having 
located,  and  in  the  endeavor  to  procure  manuscripts  and  other 
historical  material;  and  tlie  people  of  the  state  (oftentimes  of 
other  states)  are  cordial,  as  a  rule,  in  their  response  to  such 
apiDeals.  Several  letters  a  week,  for  exam|)le,  are  written  to 
the  families  of  old  soldiers  but  recently  deceased,  inquiring 
whether  they  have  left  diaries  or  otlier  Civil  War  material,  and 
if  so,  whether  the  present  possessors  will  not  give  it  to  the  So- 
ciety. Conmionly  there  is  nothing  to  be  given,  but  even  in  such 
cases  a  letter  is  frequently  received  expressing  the  writer's 
regret  that  his  relative  left  no  historical  material. 

We  proceed  to  note  tlie  more  im]3ortant  manuscript  acquisi- 
tions of  the  year\  Easily  first  among  individual  collections 
are  the  papers  of  Hon.  George  B.  Smith,  ^'statesman,  poli- 
tician, patriot,  legist,  lecturer,  orator  and  friend,''  in  former 
years  a  member  and  curator  of  tliis  Society.  The  pa]^ers  wliich 
have  come  to  the  Society  cover  the  entire  period  of  Mr. 
Smith's  career  in  Wisconsin,  but  not  until  1868  do  they  be- 
come voluminous.  From  this  time  until  his  death  in  1878 
everything,  apparently,  was  saved,  and  because  of  his  wide 
acquaintance  and  political  prominence  the  papers  present  an 
epitome  of  Wisconsin  history  during  this  decade. 

Our  constant  solicitation  of  Civil  War  veterans,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made,  has  brought  to  the  Library  during  the 
year  at  least  half  a  dozen  valuable  groups  of  Civil  AVar  man- 
uscripts. Tlie  diary  of  Lieut.  A.  V.  Knapp  of  tlie  Tentli  Wis- 
consin Lifantry  in  four  manuscript  volumes  is  one  of  these 
acquisitions.  From  E.  0.  Kimberley  of  Janesville,  another 
Wisconsin  veteran  of  tlie  War  for  the  Union,  some,  two 
hundred  letters  written  home  from  the  front  have  been  re- 


^For  fuller  description?  of  them,  see  the  "Historical  Survey"  section  of  the 
MHsconsin  Magazine  of  History. 
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ceived.  A  particularly  interesting  group  of  similar  letters  is 
that  of  Peter  Larson  of  Crawford  County,  presented  by  his 
daughter.  From  Col.  Michael  H.  Fitch  of  Pueblo,  Colorado, 
who  has  often  befriended  the  ISociety  in  the  past,  an  additional 
instalbnent  of  his  Civil  AYar  i:)apers  has  been  received. 
Another  collection  of  about  one  hundred  twenty-five  letters 
has  been  received  from  the  family  of  Capt.  Richard  E.  Carter 
of  Janesville.  That  this  Society  was  seeking  such  material 
sixty  years  ago,  even  as  it  is  today,  is  interesting^  evidenced 
by  one  of  these  letters:  ^^I  this  day  got  a  letter,"  wrote  Mr. 
Carter,  *^from  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  in 
which  I  am  informed  that  I  have  been  elected  a  corresponding 
member  of  the  Society,  asking  me  to  keep  a  diary,  etc.,  for 
them.   Would  3^ou  do  it?  May  it  not  be  a  benefit?'' 

Among  other  valuable  additions  to  the  Society's  Manuscript 
Division  are  the  papers  of  the  late  Orlando  E.  Clark  of  Apple- 
ton.  Included  ^vith  them  is  a  small  but  interesting  group  of 
records  of  the  famous  Charleston  Convention  of  1860,  at  which 
the  Democratic  party  split  irretrievably,  and  in  so  doing  went 
far  toward  precipitating  the  Civil  War.  From  Mrs.  Merrell 
of  Ripon  have  come  the  papers  of  her  late  husband,  professor 
or  president  of  Ripon  College  for  nearly  half  a  centur3^  Al- 
lied to  these  papers  in  interest  are  those  of  the  Reverend  E. 
G.  Updike,  for  twenty-five  years  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Madison  and  one  of  the  leading  intellectual 
forces  of  the  state. 

A  unique  and  valuable  historical  record  is  the  manuscript 
Clironicle  of  Voree,  the  privilege  of  making  a  photostatic  copy 
of  which  was  accorded  tlie  Society  by  the  owner,  I^Ir.  AVing- 
field  Watson  of  Burlington.  The  Chronicle  is  the  official  minute 
book  of  the  Mormon  community  of  James  J.  Strang,  kept  at 
Voree  from  1841  until  tlie  removal  to  Beaver  Island  in  1819. 
Access  to  it  is  indispensable  to  one  who  vrould  study  the  his- 
tory of  the  interesting  Mormon  movement  with  which  it  is 
concerned. 
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Properly  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  is  the  valuable  card 
calendar  of  manuscripts  in  the  government  archives  at  Wash- 
ington, which  Dr.  N.  D.  Mereness  has  contiimed  to  turn  out 
for  the  Society  throughout  the  year  just  closed.  Dr.  Mereness 
is  employed  jointly  by  the  historical  departments  of  six  North- 
western states  (Indiana,  ^lichigan,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota, 
and  Wisconsin),  to  search  systematically  in  the  AYashington 
archives  for  the  papers  of  historical  value  to  the  states  em- 
ploying him,  and  to  make  a  careful  card  calendar  of  those 
papers  which  would  be  of  value  to  students  of  the  history  of 
these  states. 

The  utilization  of  the  photostat  to  bring  to  the  Library 
copies  of  documents  the  originals  of  which  cannot  be  had  has 
been  carried  on  with  vigor  during  the  year.  In  this  way  the 
manuscript  Chronicle  of  Voree  w^as  reproduced;  likewise,  the 
rare  file  of  the  Voree  Gospel  Herald  and  other  things.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  negotiations  are  under  way  looking  to  the 
securing  for  the  purpose  of  reproduction  of  the  Missouri 
Gazette  J  Missouri's  first  newspaper,  but  one  file  of  which  for 
the  early  years  has  been  preserved.  Notice  will  be  taken  else- 
wdiere  in  this  report  of  photostatic  newspaper  files  and  other 
imprints  reproduced  by  other  libraries  during  the  year  for 
our  benefit.  The  other  great  use  to  which  the  photostat  is 
put  is  to  serve  tlie  patrons  of  the  Library.  For  the  cheap  and 
accurate  reproduction  of  maps  and  manuscripts,  and  even 
printed  matter  oftentimes,  it  affords  by  far  the  most  satisfac- 
tory method. 

IV    THE  MUSEUM 
ACQUisrnoNS 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  specimens  were 
added  to  tlie  Museum  during  tlie  year  ending  October  1,  .1919. 
Of  this  number  230  were  acquii-ed  through  ])urcliase  and  the 
remainder  were  given  to  tlie  Society.  Tlie  specimens  donated 
represent  the  gifts  of  over  one  JiundnMl  persons,  residents  of 
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Madison  and  the  state.  Sucli  a  record  testifies  significantly 
to  tlie  Avidesx)read  popularity  of  the  Museum. 

It  is  possible  to  mention  in  this  report  but  a  few  of  the  many 
hundred  acquisitions.  An  interesting  collection  of  Ottawa  In- 
dian articles,  of  about  forty  pieces,  has  been  deposited  by  Miss 
Therese  M.  Faville,  of  Madison.  These  formerly  belonged  to 
her  ancestor,  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Baird  of  Green  Bay.  A  crochet 
counterpane  in  use  on  the  bed  in  which  President  Lincoln  died 
was  presented  by  Richard  Lloyd  Jones  of  Madison.  A  Ken- 
tucky rifle,  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  famous  frontiersman, 
Daniel  Boone,  was  deposited  by  the  late  C.  A.  Rafter  of  Platte- 
ville.  The  estate  of  Dr.  Louis  Falge  has  given  a  collection  of 
about  one  hundred  archeological  specimens  largely  collected 
by  their  owner  from  Indian  sites  in  Manitowoc  County. 

Nmnerous  donations  to  the  World  War  collection  have 
been  received.  Among  the  most  generous  of  tlicse  givers  arc 
Lieut.  George  A.  Chandler,  Lieut.  Harold  G.  Wengler,  Lieut. 
Earl  W.  Hutchinson,  Capt.  Horatio  Winslow,  John  R.  Heddle, 
and  Cliristo  Ganchoff. 

Mr,  M.  S.  Dudgeon,  curator  of  this  Society,  kindly  under- 
took to  obtain  museum  specimens  and  other  library  material 
while  engaged  in  library  work  with  our  armies  in  France.  The 
most  valuable  of  his  purchases  for  the  Museum  are  three  ex- 
amples of  French  camouflaging  and  a  German  macliine  gun. 
Frank  H.  West  has  loaned  a  collection  of  about  fifty-five  speci- 
mens Avhich  he  obtained  while  engaged  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  service 
in  France.  Lieut.  Ray  E.  Williams  has  added  a  number  of 
specimens  to  his  collection  loaned  a  year  ago.  A  collection  of 
shrapnel  and  other  projectiles  is  loaned  by  Mr.  Clarence  M. 
Williams  of  Madison.  A  collection  of  200  specimens  of  United 
States  army  divisional  insignia,  said  to  be  very  com]>lete,  was 
prepared  for  the  Museum  by  the  Globe  Tailoring  Co.,  ]\Iil- 
waukee.  A  set  of  four  fine  plaster  models  of  Frencli  battle- 
fields, in  use  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  in  Chicago,  has  been 
presented  by  ^Ir.  0.  D.  Bi-andeiiburg,  ^ladison. 
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SPECIAL,  AND  ART  EXHIBITS 

Fifty  special  exiiibits  of  a  historical  character  were  made. 
Some  of  these  were  prepared  to  meet  special  requirements  of 
University  classes  and  others  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral public. 

The  first  of  these  exhibits,  made  in  November,  1918,  con- 
sisted of  a  unique  collection  of  Dakota  Territory  newspapers 
published  during  the  devastating  blizzards,  snow  blockades, 
and  floods  of  the  memorable  months  of  February  to  May  of 
the  year  1881.  Because  of  the  then  great  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing print  paper  these  papers  were  printed  on  sheets  of 
foolscap,  tissue,  and  wrajoping  paper,  w^all  paper,  cloth,  and 
other  available  materials. 

Among  other  exhibits  of  an  instructive  nature  was  one  of 
early  American  state,  city,  aud  college  lottery  tickets :  one  of 
friendship  cards  in  use  in  Holmen,  La  Crosse  County,  in  1870- 
80;  one  of  old  style  woven  hair  jewelry;  one  of  early  Wiscon- 
sin bank  notes ;  and  one  of  early  American  watclies. 

The  interest  of  local  philatelists  was  attracted  by  several 
fme  exhibits  of  airplane  covers  and  of  foreign  war-time  Eed 
Cross,  charit}',  Avar  tax,  revenue,  occupation,  and  other  rare 
and  interesting  postage  stamps. 

Exhibits  of  war-time  interest  included  a  collection  of  post- 
ers prepared  by  French  school  children;  French  war  photo- 
graphs; files  of  newspapers  publislied  by  the  American  army 
in  France;  letter  seals  in  use  by  various  regiments  of  the 
French  and  Italian  armies;  several  pre-war  German  posters 
and  Russian  Bolshevik  posters;  reproductions  of  the  field 
sketchbooks  of  Lucien  Jonas,  an  official  artist  of  the  French 
army;  specimens  of  tlie  cartoons  of  the  Australian  soldier 
artist.  Corporal  Cecil  L.  Ilartt;  a  collection  contrasting  Civil 
War  and  World  War  patriotic  stationery;  and  a  collection  of 
the  propaganda  leaflets  distributed  b}^  the  A.  E.  F.  over  the 
enemy  battle  linos  by  balloon  and  airplane  during  October 
and  November,  1918. 
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Cinder  the  auspices  of  the  Madison  Art  Association  a  series 
of  art  exhibitions  "was  given  in  tlie  Society  auditorium  during 
the  year.  From  December  to  January  a  large  collection  of  the 
original  drawings  and  studies  and  mural  decorations  of  Violet 
Oakley,  A.  N.  A.,  was  made.  Other  exhibitions  made  between 
this  time  and  the  close  of  the  University  semester  in  June  con- 
sisted of  collections  of  the  paintings  of  Vaclav  Vytlacil,  Frank 
A.  Desch,  Gerritt  A,  Beneker,  Lars  Haulvaness,  Geo.  Elmer 
Bro^^^l,  and  Eliot  Clark.  An  exhibition  of  the  fine  landscape 
paintings  of  Jonas  Lie  continued  through  the  University  sum- 
mer session.  In  June  an  exhibit  of  two  cases  of  the  splendid 
medallion  portraits  of  T.  Spicer  Simson  was  made. 

SCHOOL  AND  UNIVERSITY  INSTRUCTION 

Twenty-two  classes  with  a  total  of  573  students  represent- 
ing the  University  departments  of  English,  Engineering, 
Manual  Arts,  Home  Economics,  Journalism,  Latin,  and  the 
College  of  Agriculture  visited  and  received  instruction  in  the 
Museum. 

Cooperation  with  the  Journalism  department  w^as  constant 
throughout  the  year.  At  different  times  lists  of  subjects  suit- 
able for  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  were  sent  to  the 
instructors,  who  detailed  members  of  their  classes  to  visit  the 
Museum  and  write  on  these  assignments.  Many  other  journal- 
ism students  came  to  the  Museum  of  their  own  accord  in  their 
search  for  topics.  Classes  from  several  other  departments  of 
the  University  did  Avork  in  the  Museum  at  different  times. 

To  the  disturbed  condition  of  all  public  affairs  during  the 
World  War  and  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  railroad  travel 
must  ])e  ascribed  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  state  high 
schools  visiting  the  IMuseum.  Tliose  v.iio  came  from  other 
cities  were  from  Baral)00,  Brodhcad,  Columbus,  Lomira,  Mt. 
Iloreb,  Richland  Center,  Sparta,  and  Stoughton.  The  ^^ladi- 
son  High  School  art  classes  came  on  frequent  occasions  to 
view  the  art  exliil)its.  Tlie  total  attendance  of  pupils  from  all 
high  schools  was  378. 
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Classes  from  twenty-six  graded  and  rural  schools  A^ith  a 
total  of  410  pupils  came  from  Baraboo,  Blooming  Grove, 
Cohimbus,  De  Forest,  Dodgeville,  Dunn  ToAvnship,  Edgerton, 
Hanover,  Lodi,  i\Larsliall,  Merrimac,  Mt.  Horeb,  New  Lisbon, 
Oregon,  Pleasant  Hill,  Kockdale,  Stongliton,  and  Wabeno. 
Edgewood  Academy  and  several  Madison  schools  frequently 
availed  themselves  of  the  Museum  collections  in  teaching  his- 
tory and  geography. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICE 

On  February  3  a  well  attended  meeting  of  the  History  de- 
partment of  the  Madison  Woman's  Club  was  held  in  the  north 
hall  of  the  Museum.  On  tliis  occasion  a  Chinese  student  of  the 
University  delivered  an  interesting  lecture  on  *^The  Chinese 
"Woman. ' '  After  the  meeting  an  examination  of  the  fine  collec- 
tion of  Chinese  materials  in  the  Museum  was  made.  A  meet- 
ing of  the  i\Iadison  Art  League  w^as  held  in  the  auditorium  on 
February  10  during  the  exhibition  of  the  Vytlacil  paintings, 
forty  members  listening  to  the  lecture  on  these  given  by  Miss 
Stella  T.  Elmendorf.  Several  summer  session  pilgrimages 
to  places  of  historic  or  archeological  interest  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  Madison  were  made  under  the  guidance  of  the  chief  of  the 
Museum. 

The  increasing  appreciation  and  value  of  the  costume  pic- 
ture collection  was  attested  to  by  the  number  of  times  it  was 
consulted  ])y  students  and  to^^^lSl^eople.  The  Liniversity  Ex- 
tension Division  freijuently  ])orrowed  parts  of  tlic  collection 
for  use  by  organizations  and  individuals  in  various  parts  of 
the  state.  Several  traveling  loan  exhibits  of  specimens  and 
photographs  illustrating  '^Pioneer  Domestic  Arts"  have  been 
prepared  by  the  ]\[useunL  These  will  be  ready  for  circulation 
among  the  public  schools  of  the  state  as  aids  to  teadiers  after 
October  1,  1919. 

A  new  handbook  describing  ''The  Pioneer  Drug  Store"  was 
prepared  for  the  use  of  visitors,  Professor  Edward  Kremers 
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being  the  author.  A  leaflet,  Little  Walks  About  Madison/^ 
intended  as  a  guide  to  places  of  historic  and  scenic  interest 
within  easy  walldng  distance  of  the  University,  was  prepared 
for  the  use  of  students  by  Mr.  Brown.  Hundreds  of  copies  of 
this  leaflet  have  already  been  distributed  to  students  and 
summer  visitors  to  the  city. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL  REPORTS  AND  MEETINGS 

Largely  because  of  the  number  of  its  members  and  field 
workers  who  were  serving  with  the  American  army  or  were 
engaged  in  ^^Win  the  AYar''  service  at  home  no  field  work  was 
undertaken  by  the  AVisconsin  Archeological  Society  during 
the  past  year.  The  quarterly  reports  pii(3lished  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  Society  include  Adams  County,  by  H.  E.  Cole 
and  H.  A.  Smythe;  Archeological  Reconnaissance  of  Jvneau 
County,  by  Ira  M.  Buell;  and  Stone  Celts  and  Indian  Trade 
Implements  and  Ornafnents,  by  Charles  E.  Bro^\Ti. 

On  September  1,  1919  a  joint  pilgrimage  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society  and  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  was 
conducted  to  the  site  of  the  prehistoric  Indian  enclosure  at 
Aztalan,  near  Lake  Mills.  In  this  successful  meeting  members 
and  friends  of  both  societies  to  the  number  of  about  five 
hundred  participated. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  following  recommendations  are  submitted  by  Mr. 
BroTsm,  chief  of  the  Museum: 

1.  The  rapidly  growing  collection  of  World  War  material 
is  now  for  the  most  part  temporarily  housed  in  the  Print 
room,  completely  filliiig  at  this  time  four  large  double  table 
cases  and  one  small  table  case  and  overflowing  into  tlie  adjoin- 
ing north  hall  of  the  ]\[useum,  with  considerable  material  held 
in  reserve  for  want  of  cases.  It  is  recommended  tliat  tlie  Print 
room  become  the  permanent  display  room  for  tliis  material 
and  that  wall  and  otlier  cases  for  tliis  room  be  built.  Eeturn- 
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ing  Wisconsin  soldiers  have  brought  with  them  large  numbers 
of  interesting  si)ecimens  many  of  wliich  will  certainly  become 
the  property  of  the  Society;  provision  for  the  care  and  in- 
stallation of  tliese  as  well  as  of  the  collection  already  as- 
sembled nrust  be  made. 

2.  In  the  rear  of  the  Museum  storeroom  and  adjoining  the 
auditorium  is  a  small  room  now  occupied  by  the  Fairchild 
collection  of  foreign  and  old  American  dolls.  This  room  might 
be  fitted  up  as  a  displa}^  room  for  a  collection  of  old-fashioned 
clothing,  toys,  story  books,  games,  and  other  articles  illustrat- 
ing the  liistory  of  childhood  in  pioneer  days  in  Wisconsin  and 
the  Northwest ;  along  this  line  a  considerable  quantity  of  very 
interesting  material  has  already  been  collected.  In  order 
properly  to  iiistall  this  collection  several  wall  cases  should  be 
erected  and  other  furniture  provided,  and  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ing should  be  appropriately  decorated.  An  opportunity  is  here 
provided  for  some  geiierous  friend  of  the  Society  to  become  a 
real  benefactor  to  AVisconsin  children  by  providing  the  funds 
for  the  installation  and  care  and  increase  of  a* public  collection 
of  this  character. 

3.  The  gift  to  the  State  Historical  Society  of  the  very  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  Henry  P.  Hamilton  collection  of  ar- 
cheological  material  requires  that  serious  thought  be  given  to 
the  matter  of  its  installation.  But  one  part  of  the  Museum,  the 
west  end  of  south  hall,  is  available  for  its  housing,  and  this 
only  by  tlie  sliifting  of  some  and  the  retirement  from  public 
exhibition  of  others  of  the  collections  now  there. 

4.  The  Museum  is  l^adly  in  need  of  additional  assistance 
in  caring  for  the  collections  and  in  helping  to  instruct  the  ever 
growing  numljcr  of  visitors  and  visiting  schools.  During  the 
past  ten  years  the  growth  of  the  collections  has  been  very 
great.  Over  fifteen  thousand  specimens  are  on  permanent  ex- 
liibition  and  a  number  of  thousands  of  others  held  in  reserve. 
Nearly  every  one  of  the  cases  is  filled  to  its  capacity.  Each 
year  has  brought  mimei-ous  additional  o])portunities  for  educa- 
tional service  to  local  and  state  schools.  University  classes,  and 
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other  visitors.  As  many  as  possible  of  these  the  Museum  has 
grasped,  desi)itc  the  smalliiess  of  its  Avorking  force,  which 
consists  at  present  of  a  chief  of  department,  an  assistant  (giv- 
ing only  half  of  lier  time  to  the  Museum),  and  a  janitor.  The 
time  of  the  assistant  is  of  necessity  given  up  almost  entirely 
to  office  work  and  that  of  the  janitor  to  cleaning,  the  repair  of 
specimens  and  furniture,  and  the  policing  of  the  halls.  It  has 
now  grown  beyond  the  poAver  of  so  small  a  force  to  handle  the 
ever  increasing  work  in  many  educational  lines.  An  addi- 
tional assistant  to  help  in  the  instruction  of  schools,  of  vis- 
itors, and  in  the  care  of  the  collections  is  needed.  The  number 
of  schools  and  University  classes  making  use  of  the  Museum 
could  be  greatly  increased  if  it  were  within  our  power  to  at- 
tend to  their  iiistruction.  Arrangements  could  also  be  made 
for  more  frequent  Sunday  openings  of  the  Museum. 

5.  The  preparation  in  the  near  future  of  additional  minia- 
ture historical  groups  and  inodels  illustrating  pioneer  and  In- 
dian life  should  receive  consideration.  Attention  is  drawTi  to 
what  the  historical  department  of  the  Milwaukee  Public 
Museum  is  noAv  doing  along  this  line.  For  the  making  of  such 
models  an  experienced  preparator  is  needed. 


V    RESEARCH  AND  PUBLICATION  DIVISION 

Mr.  Barton,  who  in  November,  1918  succeeded  Dr.  Oliver  as 
director  of  tlie  AVar  History  Committee,  continued  in  this  em- 
ployment until  August,  1919,  since  which  time  the  position  has 
been  discontinued.  Thus,  the  Research  Division  has  been  with- 
out one  of  its  small  staff  of  workers  since  tlie  spring  of  1918. 
Since  July  1,  1919  Dr.  Martha  Edwards  lias  been  employed  on 
temporary  appointment,  thus  I'estoring  for  the  time  being  the 
full  working  staff.  As  chief  of  the  Manuscripts  Division  (who 
gives  a  considerable  portion  of  lier  time  to  research  work), 
Miss  AVeaks  lias  been  replac(H]  by  Airs.  Levi. 
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The  volume  of  publications  issued  by  the  Society  has  re- 
mained at  about  the  same  level  as  in  recent  years.  The  more 
important  items  of  the  year's  output  have  been  the  four  issues 
of  the  Wisconsin  Magazine  of  History,  and  Volume  XXVI  of 
the  Collections  of  the  Society,  entitled  Tlie  Movement  for 
Statehood,  1S45-46,  which  came  from  the  printer  in  April, 
1919.  The  latter  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  volumes  recording 
the  documentary  history  of  our  state  constitution.  The  minor 
publications  issued  during  the  year  were  numerous,  and  some 
at  least  were  of  considerable  importance.  Continuing  the 
monthly  checklist  of  Wisconsin  state  documents,  begun  in 
1917,  twelve  monthly  numbers  and  one  annual  cumulation 
{CJiechlist  of  Wisconsin  Public  Documents  Issued  during 
1918)  were  issued.  Lil^ewise,  twelve  issues  of  the  monthly 
editorial  clip  sheet,  the  Wisconsin  History  Bidletin,  w^ere  sup- 
plied to  some  three  hundred  newspapers  of  Wisconsin  and  by 
them  abundantly  utilized.  Because  of  paper  shortage  and 
financial  stringency  publication  of  the  annual  checklist  of 
newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received,'  as  well  as  of 
the  annual  list  of  members  of  the  Society  and  its  auxiliaries, 
was  omitted  for  the  3^ear  under  review.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  these  checklists  will  be  issued  for  the  year  beginning 
October  1,  1919.  The  annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society  at  Its 
Sixty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  Held  October  24, 1918,  a  pamphlet 
of  53  pages,  came  from  the  printer  in  April,  1919.  An  im- 
portant Report  on  the  Public  Archives,  prepared  by  Theodore 
C.  Blegen,  came  from  the  press  in  February,  1919.  In  April 
a  handbook  on  the  Pioneer  Drugstore  in  the  Museum,  written 
by  Dr.  Edward  Kremers,  head  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University,  was  issued.  An  indication  of  the  in- 
teresting character  of  this  publication  is  afforded  by  the  fact 
that  two  pharmaceutical  periodicals  (The  National  Drug 
Clerk,  Chicago;  The  Spatula,  Boston)  have  already  asked  per- 
mission to  reprint  the  cuts  in  writing  up  the  contents  of  tlie 
handbook.  In  connection  witli  the  War  History  work,  two 
bulletins  of  information  were  issued:  number  3,  published  in 
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November,  1918  Avas  devoted  to  Some  Further  Suggestions 
Concerning  the  Collection  of  County  War  liistonj  Material; 
immber  4,  published  in  February,  1919  was  entitled  Concern- 
ing War  Memorials, 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  copy  for  two  volumes 
of  the  Collections,  continuing  the  Constitutional  Series  begun 
with  volume  XXVI,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  state  printer. 
Material  for  the  first  of  these,  The  Convention  of  1846,  was 
sent  to  the  printer  in  November,  1918  and  has  now  (October, 
1919)  reached  tlie  galley  proof  stage;  copy  for  tlie  second, 
The  Struggle  over  Ratification,  1846-47,  was  sent  to  press  in 
August,  1919. 

In  process  of  editing  (or  writing,  as  the  case  may  be)  at 
the  present  time  are  four  important  enterprises,  each  of  which 
will  ultimately  be  embodied  in  a  volume.  The  editing  of  the 
filial  volume  of  the  Constitutional  Series  is  well  advanced  but 
its  completion  will  probably  await  another  year.  AVhat  gives 
promise  of  being  one  of  the  most  important  studies  ever  un- 
dertaken by  the  Society  has  been  in  course  of  preparation  by 
Miss  Kellogg  during  much  of  the  past  year.  This  is  a  writing, 
from  the  sources,  of  a  comprehensive  history  of  early  Wis- 
consin during  the  French,  British,  and  early  American 
regimes.  The  following  note  on  the  subject  has  been  submitted 
by  Miss  Kellogg : 

So  far,  only  a  few  episodes  in  the  early  history  of  the  region  now  embraced  in 
Wisconsin  have  been  discussed;  moreover,  there  has  grown  up  about  some  of  these 
episodes  a  mass  of  unreliable  tradition  that  does  not  rest  on  contemporary  evi- 
dence. Wisconsin  had  a  long  and  interesting  career  as  a  portion  of  the  French 
empire  in  America  and  a  shorter  but  no  less  important  connection  with  the  British 
administration  of  Canada.  Her  early  relation  to  the  United  States  government 
while  an  integral  portion  of  Northwest  and  Indiana  territories,  has  been  but  little 
understood;  nor  has  the  fact  been  generally  known  that  in  Wisconsin  were  tried 
out  the  policies  concerning  the  Indian  wards  of  the  government  that  reacted  upon 
the  nation  as  a  whole.  The  work  will  treat  of  the  history  of  Wisconsin  during  the 
preterritorial  period,  involving  the  discussion  of  the  progressive  discovery  ol  ho 
Great  Lakes,  the  French  policy  of  annexation  and  administration,  Wisconsin  as  the 
keystone  of  the  French  empire  in  North  America,  Wisconsin  as  the  center  of  in- 
trigue for  tJbe  restoration  of  Latin  rule,  and  Wisconsin  as  the  heart  of  the  tur 
trade  imperium. 
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Since  July,  1919  Miss  E,dwards,  formerly  professor  of  his- 
tory in  Lake  Erie  College,  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  So- 
ciety, laboring  to  complete  her  valuable  study  on  Government 
Patronage  of  Indian  Missions,  begun  several  years  ago.  At 
the  request  of  tlie  Superintendent  she  has  submitted  this  state- 
ment concerning  the  enterprise  she  has  in  hand: 

As  the  title  suggests,  the  civili nation  of  tlie  Indian  tribes  was  a  matter  in  which 
both  the  government  and  the  religious  organizations  were  vitally  interested.  The 
conduct  of  missions,  in  fact,  wa-s  a  kind  of  cooperative  enterprise  in  which  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  several  religious  denominations  took  part,  somewhat  similar  to  the 
work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  or  other  religious  orgarJzations  during  the  recent  war.  It 
is  the  origin  and  development  of  this  systematic  cooperation  that  I  am  trying  to 
trace.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  other  historian  has  taken  this  fact  into  considera- 
tion in  treating  the  problems  of  our  national  development. 

For  two  reasons  a  study  of  this  kind  logically  belongs  to  Wisconsin.  In  the 
first  place,  there  are  many  striking  illustrations  of  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  system  to  be  found  in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  within  the  territory 
and  the  state  which  give  point  to  the  conclusions  I  hope  to  present;  but  more  im- 
portant than  this  is  the  fact  that  I  know  of  no  other  library  where  so  much  ma- 
terial for  a  study  of  this  particular  kind  can  be  found.  Especially  notable  is  the 
large  collection  of  missionary  reports,  religious  histories,  and  religious  pamphlets 
which  I  have  listed  and  classified  in  a  carefully  annotated  bibliography,  in  the 
hope  of  making  them  more  accessible  to  students  of  American  history.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  sources,  the  Society  possesses  unusually  valuable  manuscript  collections 
relating  to  missionary  work  in  Wisconsin,  such  as  the  Kemper  papers,  the  Marsh, 
and  the  Miner  papers.  In  fact,  it  has  been  necessary  for  me  to  consult  only  one 
collection  of  letters  outside  those  belonging  to  the  Society.  The  third  class  of 
material  I  need  to  use  is  also  at  hand  in  the  Public  Document  Division  of  the  Li- 
brary, in  the  Calendar  and  transcripts  from  the  Indian  Department  at  Washing- 
ton. The  bibliography,  which  I  myself  regard  as  the  most  valuable  part  of  my 
work,  will  therefore  reveal  to  some  extent  the  richness  of  the  Society's  historical 
collections. 

In  the  text  of  the  study  I  am  endeavoring  to  b^ing  together  information  gleaned 
from  these  various  sources  and  to  present  a  clear  narrative  of  tlie  relations  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  missionaries.  The  method  I  have  adopted  will,  I 
think,  suggest  many  uses  of  this  material  which  have  not  as  yet  become  familiar  to 
historical  students.  Here  also  I  am  hoping  that  my  study  will  make  a  distinct 
addition  to  the  Society's  present  record  of  scholarly  achievement. 

Last  but  by  no  means  least  of  the  research  enterprises  now 
being  i)rosecuted  is  the  work  of  }>lrs.  Levi.  It  is  probably  safe 
to  say  that  no  other  institution  in  America  has  done  as  nmcli  to 
make  the  contents  of  its  newspaper  collection  availa])le  to  users 
through  the  publication  of  catalogs  of  its  contents  as  has  our 
Society.    The  most  notal)le  of  tliese  publications  is,  of  course. 
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tlie  Annotated  Catalogue  of  Xeivspaper  Files,  published  in 
1911.  Iji  1918  tJiis  was  brought  down  to  date  by  the  publica- 
tion of  a  Supplemeiuanj  Catalogue  of  Neu-spaper  J'^iles,  list- 
ing the  acquisitions  made  during  the  years  indicatc^d  in  the 
title.  The  project  entrusted  to  Mrs.  Levi  for  execution,  more 
comprehensive  than  those  hitherto  undertaken,  aims  to  ac- 
complish three  things :  to  present  an  annotated  checklist  of  all, 
Wisconsin  newspapers  ever  published;  to  show,  as  far  as 
possible,  where  files  have  been  preserved,  whether  in  the  State 
Historical  Library  or  elsewhere ;  and  hnally,  to  provide  a  his- 
tory of  the  x)ress  of  AVisconsin.  This  is  an  extensive  program, 
tlie  carrying  out  of  which  will  probably  require  a  considerable 
period  of  time.  As  yet  the  work  is  still  in  the  initial  stage. 
Since  the  press  of  the  state  affords  b}^  far  the  most  valuable 
source  for  historical  and  social  research,  the  adequate  com- 
pletion of  the  task  which  has  been  undertaken  by  ]\rrs.  Levi 
should  prove  of  great  value  to  the  scholarly  interests  of  Wis- 
consin. 

We  conclude  the  report  of  work  in  this  division  by  present- 
ing the  comment  of  perhaps  the  best  known  authority  in  Amer- 
ica on  archival  questions  (American  Historical  Beview  Octo- 
ber, 1919)  upon  Mr.  Blegen's  Report  on  the  Puhlic  Archives 
to  wdiich  allusion  has  been  made  above: 

This  well-considered  and  f-aref ully-written  pain})hlet  is  one  of  the  most  encour- 
aging signs  of  the  times.  IT  is  a  study,  in  the  li^ht  of  the  l)cst  European  and 
American  practice  and  precept,  of  the  proldem  of  dealing  with  the  public  records 
of  Wisconsin.  It  may  occasion  some  surprise  to  learn  that,  in  tlie  matter  of 
caring  for  its  archives,  Wisconsin  is  hardly  abreast  of  ^Fassnchusetts  and  is  con- 
siderably behind  Iowa  and  Alabama,  but  such  is  tiie  case.  The  State  ]listorical 
Sork-ty,  turning  its  attention  to  tliis  state  of  alTaiis,  ommissioncd  Mr.  Blegen  to 
make  a  report  on  the  general  situation  and  to  suggest  a  plan  for  the  better  or- 
ganisation and  administration  of  the  public  records.  :\rr.  Bleiren  first  made  a 
study  of  the  archival  practices  of  certain  foreign  ccniiitries,  especially  i:iigland  and 
Canada,  and  of  a  few  of  the  American  states,  such  as  Iowa,  Mississippi,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. Tile  best  practice  he  found  to  be  bas^d  on  tliree  fundamental  [)rincip]es ; 
*'(!)  the  centralization  of  all  archives  not  in  current  use;  (2)  an  efiicieiit  and 
scientific  classification  and  general  administration  of  the  records  thus  centralized; 
(3)  the  custody  of  the  archives  under  otiicials  thoroughly  trained,  both  in  tlieory 
and  in  practice,  for  their  work."  In  the  application  of  these  ].ririci[.h's  to  the 
situation  in  Wisconsin,  ^Nlr.  Blegen  urges  the  erection  of  a  special  biiildiiig  to  serve 
as  an  archive  depot,  and  the  organization  of  an  archive  administration  uu<ler  the 
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state  Historical  Society,  already  the  trustee  of  the  state  for  all  its  historical  iu- 
terests.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Blegen's  recommendations  will  be  adopted  for 
they  are  clearly  in  accordance  ^vith  the  best  archival  practice  and  would  meet 
the  demands  of  administrative  eHiciency  and  historical  scholarship. 

VI   WISCONSIN  WAR  HISTORY  DRIVE 

The  preceding  report  told  tlie  story  down  to  the  latter  part 
of  October,  1918  of  the  organization  and  work  of  the  War  His- 
tory Connnittee  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  of  which  the 
Superintendent  was  chairman,  and  the  funds  and  direction  of 
which  were  supplied  by  the  State  Historical  Society.  From 
November  1,  1918  to  August  1  of  the  present  year  Mr.  A.  0. 
Barton  of  Madison  was  employed  by  the  Society  in  the 
capacity  of  director  of  the  War  Histor}^  Committee.  This 
work  he  carried  on  with  enthusiasm  and  success  and  on  laying 
it  do^vn  was  able  to  render  the  gratifying  report  which  we 
present  below.  Since  the  Historical  Society  had  taken  up  this 
w^ork  as  the  most  appropriate  agency  for  meeting  a  war  emer- 
gency, it  was  felt  that  the  legislature  of  1919  should  indicate 
its  approval  of  the  work  by  making  regular  and  adequate  pro- 
vision for  its  continuance,  lacking  wliich,  the  work  would 
necessarily  be  terminated.  Accordingly  the  chairman  of  the 
War  History  Committee  drafted  a  bill  providing  for  a  Wis- 
consin War  Historj^  Commission,  which  with  im^Dortant  modi- 
fications was  enacted  into  law.  The  law  creates  a  nonsalaried 
War  History  Commission  of  six  members  (the  Governor,  the 
Adjutant  General,  the  Superintendent  of  this  Society,  and 
three  citizens  appointed  by  the  Governor)  to  which  the  duty 
of  collecting  the  materials  and  compiling  a  history  of  Wiscon- 
sin's part  in  the  World  War  is  entrusted.  For  this  work  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  annually  is  made,  and  in  addition  a 
special  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  publishing 
an  official  history  of  the  Thirty-second  Division.  This  coimnis- 
sion  organized  in  mid-October,  General  Charles  King  of  I\ni- 
waukee  being  made  chairman  and  Jolm  G.  Gregory  of  IMil- 
waukec,  secretary.  To  it,  therefore,  the  further  direction  of 
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the  war  history  drive  is  cominitted.  We  cannot  refrain,  in  con- 
chiding,  from  publicly  thanking  tlie  hundreds  of  individuals, 
some  of  whose  names  appear  ])eloAV,  for  the  unpaid  and  public 
spirited  cooperation  they  afforded  (and  in  large  part  are  still 
affording)  the  "War  History  Committee  (henceforth  the  new 
War  History  Commission)  in  securing  the  cojitemporary  rec- 
ords of  Wisconsin's  part  in  tlie  World  War.  A  most  gratify- 
ing spectacle  of  popular  participation  on  an  extensive  scale  in 
the  altruistic  work  of  saving  our  historical  records  for  the  in- 
struction and  benefit  of  posterity  has  been  afforded.  The  re- 
port of  Mr.  Barton  upon  the  status  of  the  work  when  he  laid 
it  do^^^l  follows : 

The  war  history  work  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  in  the  great 
majority  of  counties.  While  a  number  of  counties  liave  reported  that  they  have 
nearly  completed  their  records,  none  have  entirely  censed  work  and  the  greater 
number  are  still  some  distance  from  their  goal.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  state's  troops  have  but  recently  returned  or  are  still  abroad. 

It  is  gratifj-ing  to  note  that  in  most  of  the  counties  having  the  larger  cities, 
siich  as  Superior,  Eacine,  Sheboygan,  Fond  du  Lac,  Kenosha,  Green  Bay,  La  Crosse, 
Janesville,  Appleton,  Eau  Claire,  Manitowoc  and  Stevens  Point,  the  work  fell  into 
capable  and  interested  hands.  In  all  these  counties  excellent  results  have  been  ob- 
tained. Perhaps  the  larger  counties  with  the  best  records  are  Sheboygan,  Fond  du 
Lac,  Eau  Claire,  Outagamie,  Eacine,  Kenosha,  and  Brown:  among  the  smaller 
Adams,  Clark,  Waukesha,  Taylor,  Dunn,  Crawford,  Wausho.ra,  and  Green  Lake 
show  the  best  reports.  In  the  two  largest  counties,  Milwaukee  and  Winnebago,  the 
progress  has  been  less;  however,  in  both  these  counties  the  War  ^Mothers  have  come 
forward  with  substantial  aid  of  much  promise.  A  half  dozen  counties  have  little  to 
show  as  yet.  Among  these  arc  Juneau,  Dodge,  lo'.va,  Oconto,  and  Waupaca. 
Juneau  and  Iowa  will  probably  receive  good  attention  soon.  Some  county  council"^ 
of  defense  made  appropriations  for  the  history  work;  others  gave  neither  funds 
nor  encouragement.  The  correspondence  files  will  give  further  light  on  the  status 
of  the  individual  counties. 

In  a  number  of  counties  war  histories  and  albums  arc  in  course  of  publication, 
chiefly  by  outside  concerns.  Among  such  counties  may  be  mentioned  Brown,  Co- 
lumbia, Burnett,  Dunn,  Door,  Iowa,  Crawford,  Polk,  Eusk,  St.  Croix,  Oneida,  Mar- 
quette, Wausliara,  and  Green  Lake.  It  is  also  probable  that  histories  will  be  writ- 
ten by  local  historians  in  the  counties  of  Kenosha,  Green,  Eacine,  Lafayette,  Trem- 
pealeau, and  Ozaukee.    The  historians,  acting  or  prospective,  are: 

Broun — Chicago  pul)lishers. 

Door— H.  E.  lloland,  Ephraim. 

Columbia— J.  E.  Jones,  former  editor,  Portage. 

Marquette — C.  U.  Barry,  editor,  :Montello. 

Waushara  and  Green  Lake — E.  S.  Starks,  editor,  Berlin. 

Crawford — Lyman  Howe,  editor.  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Polk— Editor,  Luck  Enterprise. 

Eusk— D.  W.  Maloney,  editor,  Ladysmith. 
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Burnett — E.  Iluth,  editor,  Grantsburg. 
Iowa — Grauville  Trace,  editor,  Dodgeville. 
St,  Croix — F.  A.  K.  Van  xMeter,  editor,  Mew  Richmond. 
Dunn — M.  C.  Douglass,  editor,  Menomonie. 
Kejiosha — Miss  Catliic  MeXaniara,  Kenosha. 
•  Racine — E.  W.  Leach,  Racine. 
Green — C.  11.  Dietz,  teacher,  Monroe. 
Lafayette — P.  IL  Conlcy,  Darlington. 
Trempealeau — Judge  H.  A.  Anderson,  Whitehall. 
Oi-aukee — Rev.  T.  A.  Boerner,  Port  Washington. 
Oneida — 

Your  retiring  director  visited  fifty  of  the  seventy-one  counties  and  met  the 
chairmen  of  a  number  of  others.  The  counties  not  visited  were  chiefly  those  in  the 
far  northern  part  of  the  state  or  sucli  as  seemed  so  well  organized  as  to  need  less 
attention. 

Several  hundred  pictures  have  been  received  from  a  number  of  counties,  in- 
cluding Washington,  Sauk,  Dane,  Trempealeau,  Mihvaukee,  Jefferson,  Dunn,  Eau 
Claire,  and  Green;  more  arc  promised  from  other  counties.  These  should  be  filed. 
Final  reports  from  several  state  activities  have  been  received,  including  council 
of  defense,  fuel  administration,  county  agents,  physicians,  naval  enlistments  for 
the  state,  etc. 

In  a  number  of  counties  the  War  Motliers  have  been  enlisted  to  collect  the  mili- 
tary biographies,  letters,  and  pictures;  they  are  now  at  work  in  Dane,  Milwaukee, 
Winnebago,  Langlade,  Jefferson,  Polk,  and  perhaps  other  counties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  O.  Barton, 

Director,  Wisconsin  War  History  Committee  and 
Chairman,  Dane  County  War  Histovy  Comviittec. 


Yll    LEGISLATIVE  SURVEY  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

111  the  spring-  of  1919  the  state  legiskture,  acting  in  response 
to  a  request  of  representatives  of  the  Society,  appointed  a 
joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  So- 
ciety with  a  view  to  determining  authoritatively  certain  ques- 
tions whicli  had  been  raised  concerning  it.  The  report  of  the 
committee  presented  herewitli,  adopted  by  the  legislature  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  investigation,  constitutes  a  significant 
testimonial  to  the  character  and  importance  of  the  Society's 
work : 

The  special  joint  committee  of  the  legislature  appointed  under  joint  resolutioD 
No.  48,  S.  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  management  and  affairs  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  and  rei)ort  to  tlic  legislature  submit  the  following  report: 
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The  committee  had  exhaustive  hearings  on  the  affairs  of  the  State  Historical 
Society,  especially  as  relating  to  complaints  made  by  Honorable  P.  V.  Lawson, 
and  while  admitting  Mr.  Lawson deep  devotion  to  the  Society  and  as  having 
only  its  best  interests  at  heart,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee  a  misguided 
zeal  led  him  to  make  complaints  that  the  committee  finds  were  entirely  unwarranted 
and  unjustified. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  Society  should  have  broad  discretionary 
powers  in  the  nmtter  of  publications  that  it  issues;  and  while  these  publications 
should  relate  primarily,  of  course,  to  the  history  of  our  own  state,  the  committee 
recognizes  the  fact  that  this  history  cannot  be  made  separate  and  distinct  from 
other  history,  especially  the  history  of  the  great  AVest,  of  which  Wisconsin  was 
originally  an  integral  part;  aiul  to  limit  historical  publications  to  events  that 
transpired  within  the  present  state  boundaries  appears  illogical  and  undesirable. 
This  matter  should,  the  committee  believes,  be  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  and 
good  judgment  of  the  Society.  The  committee  finds  that  the  Society  has  issued 
no  publications  that  were  not  entirely  warranted. 

In  regard  to  loaning  books  from  the  library  tlie  committee  believes  that  the 
Society,  quite  contrary  to  the  complaint  made  that  it  has  not  been  responsive 
enough  in  complying  with  requests  for  the  loan  of  books  and  other  material  from 
the  library,  has  if  anything  pursued  a  policy  the  committee  would  characterize  as 
too  liberal.  The  State  Historical  Library  from  its  very  nature  is  not,  was  not  in- 
tended to  be,  and  cannot  be  construed,  to  be  a  circulating  library.  Many  of  its 
books  are  rare  volumes  that  could  not  be  replaced  at  all  or  only  at  great  expense 
and  it  would  seem  preposterous  to  allow  these  to  be  sent  broadcast  over  the  state. 
The  committee  is  of  the  firm  opinion  that  the  State  Historical  Library  was  intended 
to  be  a  reference  library  and  all  acts  of  the  legislature  and  the  wording  of  tlie 
charter,  constitution,  and  by-laws  of  the  Society  seem  to  bear  out  that  assertion. 
The  rooms  of  the  Society  are  open  at  all  times  to  the  public  to  secure  any  de- 
sired information  and  the  committee  finds  that  it  is  not  even  necessary  for  persons 
living  outside  of  the  capital  city  to  come  to  Madison  to  secure  the  information 
they  want  but  that  it  will  be  furnished  on  written  application  by  the  Society,  the 
staff  of  which  the  committee  finds  is  ready  at  all  times  to  make  the  most  thorough 
research  of  its  collections  to  obtain  and  supply  the  information  desired.  The  cour- 
tesy and  accommodation  of  the  staff  in  such  inquiries  for  information  could  not  be 
more  commendable.  To  find  books  and  volumes  necessary  for  research  work  by 
parties  who  come  to  the  reference  library  missing  therefrom  because  they  have 
been  sent  out  to  other  points  in  the  state  would  be  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
an  ill-advised  state  of  affairs.  The  practice  of  loaning  out  books  has  been  it 
seems  merely  one  established  by  custom.  The  committe  recognises  the  fact  that 
there  may  be  books,  pamphlets,  and  other  material  not  of  intrinsic  value  and  not 
of  a  rare  nature  that  can  with  propriety  be  loaned  out  on  request  without  detri- 
ment to  the  interests  of  the  Society  as  an.  accommodation  to  the  public,  and  the 
authority  to  make  such  loans  might  wisely  be  possessed  by  the  Society  to  be  exer- 
cised in  its  discretion  and  judgment  subject  to  such  rules  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  adopted  by  the  Society. 

In  the  absence  of  statutory  provisions  on  this  subject  the  committee  introduces 
and  recommends  for  passage  the  following  bill  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  more 
controversy  over  the  loaning  of  books  by  the  Society. 

''A  BILL:  To  create  subsection  (8)  of  section  44.02  of  the  statutes,  relating 
to  the  State  Historical  Society. 

''The  people  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  represented  in  senak'  and  assembly,  do 
enact  as  follows: 
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''SECTION  I.  A  new  subsection  is  added  to  section  44.02  of  the  statutes  to 
read:  (44.02)  (8).  To  loan,  in  its  discretion,  for  such  periods  and  under  such 
rules  and  restrictions  ns  it  may  adopt,  to  libraries,  educational  institutions,  and 
other  organisations,  or  to  private  individuals  in  ^ood  standinfj,  such  books,  pam- 
phlets, or  other  materials  that  if  lost  or  destroyed  could  easily  and  without  much 
expense  be  replaced;  but  no  work  on  genealogy,  newspaper  file,  or  book,  map, 
chart,  document,  manuscript,  pamphlet,  or  other  material  whatsoever  of  a  rare 
nature  shall  be  permitted  to  be  sent  out  from  the  library  under  any  circumstances. 

''SECTION  2.    This  act  shall  take  efTect  upon  passage  and  publication. ' ' 

The  committee  also  recommends  for  indefinite  postponement  bill  No.  51,  S.,  re- 
referred  to  this  committee  from  the  committee  on  state  affairs. 

The  committee  finds  the  affairs  of  the  Society  financially  and  in  every  other 
respect  most  excellently  managed,  with  a  statf,  members  of  which  have  been  with 
the  Society  for  a  score  of  years  or  more,  and  whose  work  to  them  has  become 
more  a  labor  of  love  for  the  institution  and  its  success  than  for  the  pecuniary  re- 
muneration they  receive.  This  is  highly  gratifying  in  view  of  the  high  standing 
and  reputation  the  Society,  which  was  founded  in  1S53,  has  obtained  all  over  the 
nation.  Housed  in  one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  the  state,  with  a  floor  space  of 
three  acres,  in  which  are  deposited  over  200,000  invaluable  historical  volumes  and 
documents,  constituting  the  third  and  perhaps  second  largest  historical  library  in 
the  United  States  and  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world,  it  has  become  a  repository 
of  reference  material  that  is  consulted  for  important  information  not  only  by  every 
class  of  activity  in  our  own  state  but  often  in  the  nation.  The  committee  does  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  every  member  thereof  was  not  only  profoundly  impressed  but 
actually  amazed  to  find  it  such  a  big,  comprehensive,  servicealde,  and  helpful  in- 
stitution in  which  the  state  may  take  intense  pride;  and  the  conimittee  hopes  that 
every  citizen  of  the  state  may  find  opportunity  to  visit  the  library  and  see  from  a 
personal  inspection  what  a  wonderful  institution  Wisconsin  possesses  in  its  State 
Historical  Society. 

A  complete  record  of  tlie  proceedings  at  the  hearings  held  by  the  committee  is 
attached  herewith  to  be  filed  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

Senator  11.  E.  Eoethe,  (Chairman), 
Senator  A.  J..  Pullen, 
Assemblyman  S.  11  Webster, 
Assemblyman  M.  L.  Hineman, 
Assemblyman  Herman  Eoethel. 
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STATEMENT  OF  CONDITION  OF  STATE  HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

July  1,  1919 

Assets 

Cash               .           .           .           .           .           .           .  $1,679.51 

Mortgages       .......  123,470.00 

Keal  estate      .......  580.54 


$123,730.08 


Distributed  as  foUoirs: 

General  and  Binding  Fund 
Antiquarian  Fund 
Draper  Fund 
Mary  M.  Adams  Art  Fund 
Hollister  Pharmaceutical  Fund 
Emily  House  Bequest 
Eeuben  G.  Thwaites  Bequest 
Anna  K.  Sheldon  Memorial  Fund 
John  A.  Morau  Fund 
Institutional  Membership 
Special  Book  Fund 


Assets  July  1,  1918 
Increase 


$42,447.92 


6,490.90 
16,431.28 
630.15 
11,788.42 
1,950.82 
410.00 
45.00 
1,215.71 


$119,462.50 
4,267.58 

$123,730.08 


$123,730.08 


GENERAL  AND  BINDING  FUND 

Trmsurer,  Dr. 

1^  Annual  dues 
%  Life  Membership  fees 
%  Sale  of  duplicates 
Photostatic 
.     Gift  . 

Reproduction 
Share  of  interest 

Balance  from  Keubeu  G.  Thwaites  Fund 
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$564.52 
389.00 
170.23 
448.98 
36.68 
20.70 
3,893.94 
462.99 


$3,987.04 
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Treasurer,  Cr. 


To  Photostatic  Fuud 

$1,012.29 

E.  K.  Kropf  .... 

3.94 

G.  Banta  Pub.  Co.,  paper  and  printing 

1,636.08 

Cooper-Hewitt  Electric  Co.      .           .  . 

69.00 

Commercial  Camera  Co. 

216.90 

Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Association 

205.00 

Central  Wisconsin  Trust  Co.,  deposit  box 

16.50 

Express  charges  on  bonds 

6.70 

B.  F.  Stevens,  books 

6.57 

J.  M.  Dieruf,  stenographic  work 

15.00 

University  of  Wisconsin,  photo  supplies 

85.78 

Grace  D.  Meyers,  copies 

4.25 

B.  C.  Nicodemus,  surety  bonds 

37.50 

Dane  Co.  Title  Co.,  abstract  . 

36.50 

Photoart  House,  supplies 

■  20.70 

L.  S.  Hanks,  salary  .... 

500.00 

M.  M.  Quaife,  miscellaneous 

10.00 

J.  Franklin  .lameson,  trustee 

50.00 

Democrat  Printing  Co. 

14.00 

Superintendent  of  Public  .Documents 

20.00 

John  J.  Watson,  St.  Paul  taxes 

7.05 

T.  C.  Blegen  .... 

5.28 

A.  H.  Sanford  .... 

8.00 

GENERAL  AND  BINDING  FUND' 

Treasurer,  Br. 
191S 

July  1    Balance         ....  $42',447.92 
1919 

July  1    New  balance 


$3,987.04 


$42,447.92 


ANTIQUARIAN  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 

i/o  Annual  dues  ....  $564.53 

Life  Membership  dues        .  .  .  389.00 

1/2  Sale  of  duplicates  .  .  .  170.30 

Share  of  interest         ....  1,116.72 


Transferred  to  Antiquarian  Fuud 

Treasurer,  Cr. 

J.  G.  D.  Mack,  museum  specimens 
Lenore  ■Nliddleton,  museum  specimens 
Mattie  French,  museum  specimens 
Mrs.  K.  F.  Reed,  museum  specimens 
A.  J.  Ide,  museum  specimens 
Paul  Joers,  museum  specimens 
Davis  Brothers,  museum  specimens 
H,  E.  Broughton,  museum  specimens 
Dean  W.  Thompson,  museum  specimens 
Balance  to  Antiquarian  Fund 
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$2,240.55 


$8.00 
2.50 
18.00 
2.00 
1.5*0 
3.00 
9.25 
6.51 
.  3.00 
2.186.79 


$2,240. 
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Treas-urer,  Dr. 
1918 
July  1  Balance 

Transferred  from  income 

1919 


$25,000.77 
2,186.79 


July  1    New  balance 


$27,187.56 


DRAPER  FUND 

Treasurer,  Cr. 
1918 

July  1    Balance         .  .  . 

Sale  of  duplicates 
Share  of  interest 

1919 

July  1    New  balance 


$14,474.19 
10.47 
647.66 


$15,132.32 


MARY  M,  ADAMS  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1918 

July  1    Balance         ....  $6,213.96 
Share  of  interest       .  .  .  276.94 

1919 

July  1    New  balance  ...  $6,490.90 


IIOLLISTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1918 

July  1    Balance  .  .  .  .  $15,766.33 

Share  of  interest       .  .  .  705.75 


Treasurer,  Cr. 
1919 

June  10    Edward  Kremers  .  .  .  $40.80 

July  1    New  balance  .  .  .   •  16,431.28 


REUBEN  G.  TIIWAITES  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
.  1918 

July  1    Balance  .  .  •  .  $11,728.80 

Share  of  interest       .  .  .  522.61 


$16,472.08 


$16,472.08 


$12,251.41 
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Treasurer,  Cr. 
1919 

Transferred  to  General  and  Binding 
Fund      ....  $4G2.99 
July  1    Balance         .  .  .  .  11,788.42 


$12,251.41 


ANNA  E.  SHELDON  MEMORIAL  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1918 

July  1    Balance  ....  $2,011.48 

Share  of  interest       .  .  .  89.34 


treasurer,  Cr. 

Mrs.  C.  B,  Chapman — Eembrant 
etching 

1919 

July  1    New  balance  . 


$150.00 
1,950.82 


$2,100.82 


PHOTOSTAT  ACCOUNT 


Treasurer,  Cr. 
1918 
Julv  1  Balance 


$1,012.29 


$2,100.82 


EMILY  HOUSE  FUND 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1918 

July  1    Balance         .  .  .  .  $603.34 

Share  of  interest  .  .  26.81 


1919 

July  1    New  balance 


$630.15 


Treasurer,  Dr. 
1918 

July  1    From  General  and  Binding  Fund  In- 
come .... 


$1,012.29 


$1,012.20 


$1,012.2U 


JOHN  A.  MORAN  FUND 


Treasurer,  Dr. 

1918  Cash 
1919 

Cash 
July  1  Balance 
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$300.00 
110.00 


$410.00 
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IXSTITUTfOXAL  ^lEMBEKSIIIP 

Irtasiirer,  Br. 
.j0]9 

Meni])er.sliip  dues      .  .  .  .  $15.00 


July  1    Balance         ....  $45.00 
SPECIAL  BOOK  FUXD 

Treasurer,  Dr. 
1018 

July  1    Balance         .  .  ..  .  $1,215.71 

1919 

July  1    New  balance  .  .  .  $1,215.71 
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The  effect  of  war-time  conditions  upon  the  work  of  the  local 
historical  societies,  to  which  attention  was  called  in  the  report 
of  a  year  ago,  still  continues  noticeable.  The  Superior  His- 
torical Society  has  at  length  definitely  disbanded.  From  the 
Walworth  and  the  Sauk  County  societies  no  report  has  been 
received,  although  the  latter  is  known  to  be  functioning  with 
its  accustomed  vigor.  Secretary  Plumb  of  the  Manitowoc 
County  Society  reports  no  organized  activities  during  the 
year.  From  Tremj)ealeau  County  and  Eipon  come  somewhat 
similar  reports.  These  latter  are  presented  herewith  for  the 
light  tliey  shed  on  the  problems  of  local  historical  societies. 
On  the  other  hand  many  of  the  County  "War  History  commit- 
tees organiz.ed  through  the  agency  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety last  year  still  continue  to  function.  Steps  were  taken  at 
the  annual  West  Wisconsin  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  held  at  Eau  Claire,  looking  to  the  organ- 
ization of  a  Methodist  historical  society  for  the  conference 
and  to  its  affiliation  Avith  the  State  Historical  Society.  The 
Beloit  Historical  Society  appears  to  be  functioning  vigor- 
ously; and  tlie  columns  of  the  press  of  the  state  testify  to  tlie 
development  throughout  tlie  state  of  a  widespread  popular 
interest  in  our  historical  background.  It  seems  fair  to  raise 
the  question  whether  some  modification  of  the  type  of  local 
historical  society  now  existing  throughout  the  state  Avouhl 
not  result  in  increased  achievement  along  the  lines  for  whicli 
these  associations  are  organized. 

BELOIT 

The  Beloit  Historical  Society  fmds  that  more  room  is  re- 
quired for  the  care  of  its  deposits  and  will  ask  the  Conunon 
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Council  aud  the  Library  Board  to  assist  in  furnishing  needed 
accommodations. 

ring"  the  irdst  year  the  Society  has  made  several  public 
exliibitions  of  historical  relics  and  has  added  considerably  to 
its  holdings.  A  work  of  larger  scope  is  plaimed  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  the  State  Historical  Society  will  be  asked  to 
aid  in  the  promotion  of  its  plans.  The  Society  occupies  pleas- 
ant rooms  in  the  Beloit  Public  Library,  which  are  now  out- 
growTi. 

A.  F.  Ayer,  President. 
GREEN  BAY 

"While  the  unsettled  conditions  existing  during  the  past  year 
or  more  have  interfered  mucli  with  the  work  of  the  Green  Bay 
Historical  Society,  the  individual  members  have  done  consid- 
erable exploring.  In  June,  1919  the  President  took  in  liis  car 
Mr.  Alanson  Skinner  of  the  Museum  of  tlie  American  Indian, 
New  York;  Dr.  S.  A.  Barrett  of  the  Milwaukee  Museum;  John 
V.  Satterlee  of  Kesliena;  and  J.  P.  Schumacher  to  tlie  ancient 
village  site  of  Oussouamigoung  (Suamico)  described  by  Fatlier 
Louis  Andre  in  1673,  as  containing  sixteen  cabins.  Tlie  fol- 
lowdng  day  Mr.  Schumacher  took  the  same  party  to  the  vil- 
lage sites  on  the  Oconto  and  Little  Rivers.  In  both  places  they 
found  a  number  of  arroAv  and  spear  points,  scrapers,  and 
shards,  and  also  several  fine  specimens  of  copper  implements. 
Mr,  Skinner  spent  some  time  here  looking  up  the  crafts  of  the 
Menominee  Indians. 

The  Society  has  interested  itself  deeply  in  the  development 
of  the  Green  Bay  Public  Museum;  num])ers  of  articles  of  great 
historic  value  have  been  received  partly  through  its  infiiience, 
notably  a  large  ])irc]i-bark  canoe.  Tlie  ^luseum  board  is  doing 
very  excellent  work  in  collecting  valiia])le  articles  for  exhi])i- 
tion  and  in  interesting  the  public  in  the  museum;  it  has  now 
received  recognition  from  the  City  Council  and  lias  recently 
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received  an  appropriation  of  $l,l!(0  to  aid  in  carrying  on  its 
Avork  for  tlie  coniijig  year. 

A  meeting  of  tlie  Society  \vas  lield  in  tlie  early  part  of 
November,  at  wliicli  time  several  ap^jlications  for  mem- 
bership Avere  i-eceivcd,  dnes  paid,  and  tlie  treasnrer  reported 
a  very  comfortable  balance  in  the  bank.  It  was  suggested 
tliat  the  name  oi*  tiie  ^Society  be  changed  to  the  Brown  County 
iiistorical  Society:  J.  .Maes  of  ]JeI*ere  stated  that  many 
residents  outside  the  city  had  ex])ressed  the  desire  to  become 
members  if  the  name  were  chauged.  A  committee  of  tliree 
was  appointed  to  ]-epori  on  .the  matter  at  the  next  meeting. 
Money  was  appropi'iated  to  ti>e  conmuttee  having  charge  of 
the  old  Porlier-Tank  cottage  for  the  Society  for  repairs  re- 
ported necessary  ])y  ]^]rs.  Francis  T.  Blesch,  chairman. 

Miss  Deborah  .Martin  tlien  gave  an  informal  talk  on  an  his- 
torical motor  tri})  v\]iich  she  and  her  sister,  Miss  Sarah  Mar- 
tin, took  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  xVrthur  C.  Neville  in  x\ugust  last. 
Miss  Martin  sp^oke  or  ilu^  I)eauliful  tablet,  erected  by  the  D. 
A.  E.  at  M^enomiuee,  marking  the  commenceinent  of  the  Bay 
de  Noquette  ti-ail  and  the  site  of  the  great  Indian  village,  the 
original  home  of  the  .Menominee.  From  there  the  party  fol- 
lowed the  trail  alor^g  the  ])ay  shore  as  far  as  Cedar  Eiver. 
The  origin  of  the  name  Escauaba  was  derived  from  ''Esquago- 
naba''  a  noted  Chi])pe\va  chief,  or  ''Miskonaba,''  meaniiig 
''red  man."  Mliss  Martin  then  traced  the  road  from  E.scanaba 
to  ]\fanisti(ine  and  Sault  Ste.  ]\larie,  describing  the  fme  shaft 
which  marks  the  great  historical  event  of  1G7I,  when  St.  Lus- 
son  took  ]:)Ossession  for  France  of  the  entire  Northwest.  An 
account  of  St.  Ignace  and  3Jackinac  Island  followed,  the  many 
interesting  and  important  events  of  the  past  thi'ee  centuries 
which  took  place  at  the  several  places  being  notcnl. 

Arthur  C.  Neville  the]i  took  u])  the  narrative  cf)mmencing 
Avith  :Michilimackinac.  lie  s]M)ke  of  the  mispronunciation  of 
the  name  ^^lackinnc  Island,  which  is  spelled  '':\[ackinac,"  but 
correctly  ]rronounced  '' ^Inckinaw. "  There  is  nmch  misunder- 
standing about  the  location  of  old  Fort  Mackinac.    In  eaily 
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days  the  ^vliole  region  of  the  straits  ^vas  referred  to  as  Mich- 
ilimaekiiiac,  just  as  tlie  region  around  Green  Bay  ^vas  called 
La  Baye.  ]\iaekinac  Island  was  knovrn  to  the  Frejieh  as  "Isle 
Grosse."  The  fort  and  mission  were  first  estahlished  at  St. 
Ignace  in  1673,  after  a  short  stay  on  Mackinac  Island.  About 
1712  they  Avere  removed  to  the  south  side  of  the  straits,  half 
a  mile  west  of  the  present  Mackinac  City;  it  was  here  in  1763 
that  the  massacre  under  Pontiac's  Conspiracy  occurred.  The 
speaker  gave  a  short  account  of  the  Mackinac  massacre  and 
then  passed  on  to  the  famous  Indian  village  of  L'Arbre 
Croche,  now  Cross  City,  still  inhabited  almost  entirely  by 
Indians.  He  spoke  of  the  place  where  Father  M^arquette  died 
at  Ludington  and  of  the  post  and  fort  at  St.  Joseph.  In  con- 
clusion the  speaker  told  of  the  desolate  country  east  of  Esca- 
naba,  the  surprising  number  of  abandoned  farms,  and  the 
horrible  roads  east  of  Eapid  Eiver. 

Arthur  C.  Neville,  President, 

LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY 

We  are  able  to  report  a  steady  growth  in  all  departments. 
A  good  portion  of  our  increase  has  been  wai-  matter.  The  fol- 
lowing objects  are  among  the  year's  acquisitions: 

A  captured  German  map,  showing  the  proposed  German 
Empire  after  tliey  had  won  the  Avar.  It  has  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic and  Arctic  Oceans,  tlie  iNlediterranean,  Adriatic,  Baltic, 
and  North  Seas,  covers  tlie  Englisli  Chamiel,  includes  tlie  city 
of  Paris,  and  occupies  all  central  Euro[)e.  The  last  com- 
municpie  of  the  war,  received  at  eleven  o'clock,  Novem])er  11, 
1918  at  the  French  wireless  statiou.  Chateau  Belval,  near 
Fosse,  department  of  the  Ardennes.  Both  of  these  documents 
were  received  by  mail  fj-om  General  F.  C.  ]\Iarshall  of  this 
city. 

Shell  and  shrapuel  fragments  with  explauatious  as  to  the 
effect  of  eaclL 

Complete  German  and  AuK^-ican  gas  mask  outfits. 
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Shell  cases  from  Verdun,  Cambrai,  and  Chateau  Thierry. 

i\jiierican,  German,  French,  and  Belgian  helmets. 

Copies  of  soldiers'  newsxDapers,  such  as  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  The  oMh  Liaison,  etc. 

Portrait  of  General  Pershing,  flags  of  allies,  and  additional 
soldier  groujps. 

Specimen  of  comx^osition  used  in  building  cement  ships, 
with  explanation. 

Photograph,  16  by  18,  taken  February  24,  1888,  at  Lancas- 
ter, during  the  trial  of  the  H.  S.  Magoon  Monument  case.  It 
includes  Gov.  Nelson  Dewey,  Judges  M.  M.  Cothran,  J.  T. 
Mills,  Geo.  Clementson,  P.  xV.  Orton,  C.  F.  Osborn;  Attorneys 
T.  J.  Brooks,  John  G.  Clark,  H.  S.  Magoon,  A.  E.  Bushnell, 
T.  L.  Cleary,  W.  B.  Carter,  John  D.  "Wilson,  J.  "\Y.  Murphy, 
D.  J.  Gardner,  and  others. 

We  have  also  acquired  during  the  year  the  reports  and 
publications  of  our  State  Historical  Society;  of  the  National 
Society  and  Museum;  pictures  of  early  settlers;  pamphlets, 
newspapers,  Avar  publications,  etc.  AYe  are  making  a  book  on 
the  Avar  activities  of  the  county,  including  soldier  letters,  and 
hope  to  complete  it  this  year. 

Philo  A.  Orton,  a  charter  member  of  our  Society,  died  at 
his  home  in  Darlington,  June  17,  1919. 

P.  H.  CoNLEY,  President. 


OLD  SETTLERS  CLUB  OF  MILWAUKEE 

In  response  to  our  request  for  a  report  of  the  year's  activ- 
ities Secretary  George  W.  Young  Avrites  as  follows: 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  just  Avhat  kind  of  report 
you  desire.  I'll  endeavor  to  submit  such  information  and  such 
papers  as  I  think  Avill  meet  with  your  wishes.  In  the  first 
place,  our  membership  to  date  is  650.  I  enclose  hercAvith  also 
a  copy  of  our  program  celebrating  our  semicentenary  of  the 
organization  Avhich  Avas  hekl  in  the  Soldiers  Home  grounds  on 
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July  17,  this  year;  also  an  liistorical  address  delivered  on  that 
occasion  by  ex-President  \V.  W.  Wiglit;  also  a  copy  of  linan- 
cial  statement  loresented  to  the  clnb  at  its  annual  meeting 
February  22,  1919. 

I  also  enclose  a  memorial  on  the  late  Frederick  Layton, 
which  is  a  very  accurate  account  of  his  life  and  his  activities, 
which  1  presume  you  will  appreciate  very  nnich.  By  the  way, 
we  have  some  very  interesting  memorials  written  on  prom- 
inent citizens,  members  of  the  club,  which  give  very  minute 
and  reliable  information  concerning  the  character  and  achieve- 
ments of  prominent  men  connected  with  the  club,  and  1  am 
anxious  to  know  wliether  you  desire  me  to  send  you  copies  at 
different  times  of  the  memorials  that  may  be  written  in  the 
future.  These  memorials  are  given  a  good  deal  of  attention 
by  our  Society ;  they  are  written  by  intimate  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased, thus  giving  an  accurate  and  complete  accoimt  of  their 
lives  and  activities  and  containing  interesting  liistorical  inat- 
ter  pertaining  to  the  early  history  not  only  of  the  city,  but  of 
the  state. 

There  are  two  memorials  now  being  prepared:  on  Patrick 
Cudahy,  one  of  our  prominent  packers  liere,  and  on  Horace  A. 
J.  Upliam,  a  prominent  lawyer.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of 
these  ]nemorials,  I  would  be  pleased  to  fuTuish  them.  "Within 
the  last  two  years  I  was  on  a  committee  tliat  prepared  a 
volume  on  early  Milwaukee.  I  am  not  positive  wliether  a  copy 
of  that  volume  has  been  sent  you  or  not.  If  you  want  such 
copy,  please  advise,  and  I  will  mail  it  to  you. 

RIPON 

The  Eipon  Historical  Society  lias  no  great  record  of  achieve- 
ment to  report  for  tlie  past  year.  Its  collections  ara  added  to 
from  time  to  time  at  the  Pvipon  Public  Lil)rary;  during  the 
past  few  months  tlie  local  Council  of  Defense  has  sent  in  ac- 
cessions of  miscellaneous  material  relating  to  the  war  activ- 
ities of  that  organization.    Various  Ihigs  have  been  deposited 
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by  returning-  soldiers  and  oi-ganizations.  Through  tlie  stim- 
ulus of  tiiis  Society  a  sx)eeial  celebration  was  held  May  27  last, 
in  lio]ior  of  the  first  white  settlement  within  the  X)resent  limits 
of  the  city  of  Iiipon  in  ISM,  vdien  the  pioneer  band  sent  out 
by  the  AVisconsin  Phalanx  took  up  their  abode  in  the  peaceful 
valley  of  Ccresco;  the  entire  connnunity  took  part  in  tlie  cele- 
bration. An  address  Avas  di'livered  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Society  in  connnemoration  of  the  seventy-fiftli  anniversary  of 
that  early  occasion,  and  other  ajjpj'opriate  exercises  v\'ere  had 
in  the  park  laid  out  by  the  Phalanx  in  Ceresco ;  not  less  than 
two  thousand  peo^Dle  were  in  attendance. 

S.  M.  Pedfjck,  Secretary, 


TEE.AIPEALEAU  COUNTY 

Y^our  request  for  a  report  of  the  work  of  our  county  His- 
torical Society  during  the  past  year  is  at  hand.  As  you  prob- 
ably understand,  the  secretary  of  a  society  of  this  kind  is 
usually  expected  to  ])e  the  active  member,  and  if  he  doesn't 
stir  things  up,  it  rarely  hapijens  tiiat  any  other  member  of 
the  society  will  take  any  active  interest. 

Dui'ing  the  past  year  I  inive  been  occupied,  besides  my  rou- 
tine work  in  the  office,  witli  gathering  as  nnicji  information  as 
I  could  concei'ning  the  soldier's  of  tlie  late  war.  Incidentally,  I 
have  gathered  some  relics  \ov  our  Society,  whicli  have  not 
been  catalogued  as  yet.  In  January  next,  my  office  as  county 
;iudge  expires,  and  for  a  time  after  the  ex])i]*ation  of  my  of- 
ficial duties  I  shall  give  special  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
Historical  Society  and  the  work  of  gathering  more  complete 
data  as  to  tlie  soldiers  of  the  late  war. 

Our  annual  meeting  last  year  was  held  November  12;  notii- 
ing  was  done  except  to  elect  officers  for  tlie  coming  year.  Our 
annual  meeting  this  year  will  ])e  held  NoATinber  11,  at  Avhicli 
time  we  expect  to  hold  memoi'i.'il  s(M-vices  for  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  marines  who  died  in  serviee  during  the  late  war;  also  at 
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the  same  time  we  expect  to  present  medals  to  all  the  soldiers 
from  this  county  wlio  were  in  the  late  war  and  honor  cards  to 
the  relatives  of  deceased  soldiers. 

H.  A.  AxDERSON,  Secretary. 


WAUKESHA  COUNTY 

Two  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  the  thirteenth  an- 
nual at  Waulvesha  on  May  3,  1919,  and  the  twent^^-sixth  meet- 
ing at  North  Lake,  September  4,  1919.  At  tlie  annnal  meet- 
ing all  officers  were  reelected. 

Mr.  Lacher,  the  custodian,  reported  one  hundred  thirty-six 
donations  during  the  year  from  thirty-two  donors.  He  said 
the  collection  had  become  so  large  that  more  room  w^as  re- 
quired and  that  it  should  be  catalogued  and  classified.  This 
would  require  more  time  than  he  could  give  over  and  above 
what  he  was  already  giving  freely.  Mr.  Lacher  also  reported 
that  Mr.  J.  H.  Johnson  of  AYaukesha  had  repaired  damages 
done  to  the  tablet  on  Lapham  Peak  and  had  made  no  charge 
for  so  doing.  The  secretary  vras  directed  to  send  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Johnson. 

Four  members  were  elected. 

Mr.  Dan  Camp's  paper,  '^The  Old  Fashioned  Doctor,"  was 
read  by  ^^Irs.  H.  B.  Edwards.  Mrs.  lone  Gove  Hawley  sang 
''The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  ''The  Americans  Come,"  and 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic."  Mr.  G.  G.  Lapham/s 
paper,  "Early  Education  in  AYaukesha  County,"  was  read  ])y 
Mr.  Lacher  and  brought  some  incidents  of  his  early  school  days 
to  the  mind  of  Mr.  John  L.  Gasper  who  told  some  of  them. 
Mr.  Charles  D.  Simonds  told  of  historical  work  being  done  in 
the  Town  of  Mei  ton  and  exliibited  portraits  of  some  of  the  old 
settlers. 

xVll  joined  in  singing  several  community  songs  and  "Auld 
Lang  Syne." 
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At  tlie  twenty-sixth  meeting,  held  at  North  Lake,  September 
4,  Mr.  Lacher  told  of  placing  new  signs  on  Lapham  Peak — 
warning  people  that  it  was  state  property  and  anyone  defac- 
ing the  tablet,  injnring  the  trees,  or  doing  any  other  damage 
would  be  prosecuted.  People  were  also  warned  to  put  out 
fires  before  leaving  the  grounds. 

Tavo  papers  were  read,  ^^The  Story  of  the  Towai  of 
Genesee,''  by  Miss  Ida  Sherman,  and  History  of  the 
Music  of  ^Vaukesha  County,"  by  Mrs.  lone  Gove  Hawley. 

By  unanimous  vote  the  president  was  authorized  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board  in  December  or  January  at 
Waukesha. 

All  enjoyed  Mrs.  Erickson's  vocal  solo,  Shadows,"  and  the 
encore,    When.  Song  is  Sweet." 

Eleven  members  were  elected  and  the  name  of  Mrs.  Loyd 
G.  Harris  of  St.  Louis  was  at  her  request  transferred  from 
the  honorary  to  the  list  of  active  members.  The  Society  now 
has  140  members. 

Mr.  Lacher,  the  custodian,  reported  that  many  valuable 
donations  had  been  received  since  the  annual  meeting  in  May. 

Julia  A.  Lapham,  Secretary. 
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